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EDITORIAL 
Dear Readers 

So far 1997 has been excellent weather wise (if you are a 
duck!). Hopefully the rest of this years events will be much 
drier. Our thoughts are with those organisers who have 
suffered from the dire weather. 

Portsmouth is looking to be as good as always with a large 
overseas contigent attending. We look forward to seeing our 
members at Portsmouth (and other festivals as well). 

Finally we want to wish our Sport kite teams good luck at the 
World Cup in America this September after their resounding 
success in Guadalope in June. 

Gill and Jon 

Front Cover Photo 

Jerry & Carolyn Swift from the Brighton Kite Flyers recently 
joined a group travelling to four festivals in China. The 
group, led by "Kite Fanatic" Stafford Wallace , included 
others from BKF and the Midlands Kite Flyers. 

Two people in particular caught the Chinese imagination, the 
rather large figure of Mick House, also from BKF, and the 
rather smaller figure of Jerry & Carolyns furry friend, We I 
'Ard the parachuting bear. 

Wel' Ard is a Royal Marine bear with a 1 metre parachute, 
made by Jerry, who was rescued at a Royal Marines concert 
some years ago. An experienced parachutist, he has not yet 
had any 'roman candles', the term for a 'chute which fails to 
open. China was no exception. 

He parachuted at one of the largest festivals in the world , 
Weifang, and gained a fan club from the young soldiers 
around the stadium at the opening and closing ceremonies. 
During the prizegiving, Carolyn thought the judges wanted to 
meet her .. ... wrong! The star was a 12" high teddy bear. 

He went on to excel himself in Tianamin Square in Beijing, 
with a large crowd asking for him to be dropped again and 
again- not easy from a hand held 2 metre rokakku. 

So popular did he prove that a very senior figure in the 
Chinese kite flying community swapped a particularly 
beautiful kite for the promise of a Wel 'Ard Mk 11. He is on 
his way. 

The final irony- Wel 'Ard was made in China! 

Whilst every care is taken to get the details correct The Kite 
Society cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions that 
occur. Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily 
those of the Editors or the Kite Society. 



I Letters I 
From RC Smee 

I recently returned from a fifth holiday visit to Malta. On this occasion I decided to take a kite but, realising that 
much of the eastern part of the island was too close to Lug a Airport for flying to be possible, I wrote to the Maltese 
High Commission to enquire about the Maltese regulations governing flying. They were very helpful and sent me 
a copy of a letter from the Maltese Civil Aviation Department setting out the position as follows: 

"Article 66 of the Air Navigation Order 1990 states that within Malta: 

(a) A captive balloon or kite shall not be flown at a height of more than 60 meters (sic) above the ground level or 
within 60 meters of any vessel, vehicle or structure. 

(d) a kite shall not be flown within 5 kilometers (sic) of an aerodrome without the permission in writing from the 
Director and in accordance with any conditions subject to which that permission may be granted." 

Article 88 of the Air Navigation Order limits the above provisions to kites weighing no more than 2kg. Above that 
all provisions of the Air Navigation Order apply. 

I took only two kites with me that would fit diagonally in my suitcase and tried flying in two different areas: on 
north-east of Malta Ridge (the most northerly part of Malta) and at Ta'Qali. 

Most of the clear areas on Malta Ridge, where there is usually a good breeze, are covered with a low lying thorny 
vegetation which makes assistance in launching vital. Only at one spot on the extreme end of the ridge can one 
fly without such help. Unfortunately on the two occasions I went there the usual breeze was absent and 1 only 
once became airborne for about one minute. 

I found that the Maltese usually fly near the National Park and National Stadium at Ta'Qali -the site of the wartime 
fighter airfield. This is just over 5 kilometres from Luga Airport. Accompanied by a Maltese friend I went there on 
a day when there was a very strong wind. My Powerhouse Storm launched easily but a sudden violent gust of 
wind resulted in broken lines and the end of flying for the day. A visit alone a few days later was a little more 
successful but the wind was fickle. 

The site at Ta'Qali has overhead power lines at one end but is spacious enough to keep well away from them. lt 
is possible to visit the site by using the frequent and cheap bus service which passes fairly close by. 

I hope this will encourage any members who visit Malta on holiday to take a kite with them despite my lack of luck 
with the wind this year. 

From Peter Twivey 

As a reasonably enthusiastic kiteflier I try to attend as many kite festivals as possible using that strange mode of 
travelling- PUBLIC TRANSPORT. 

May I please, through you, ask festival organisers or "information contacts" to please have basic public transport 
details available, whether there is a bus stop near the site and the name of the bus company using it is usually 
quite sufficient, and makes a much better impression than "don't know" or "We don't come from that area" 1 have 
been getting lately. 

From Paul Webb 

I would like to enquire if anyone has some plans for a large stable delta, rok etc that would act as a platform for 
bear drops and the like. I have noted in a recent issue plans for a L.A.R.A. parachute and at Weymouth 1 
purchased some untreated ripstop to use for one of these chutes. I shall be building one of these and a traditional 
Bell parachute in the not too distant future. 
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I China - Four Kite Festivals I 
When I was asked to come to Weifang, I was not very interested. Last year I travelled all the way to China to find I 
had come for just a one-day kite festival which ran from 9.00am till2.00pm. I was then told that Weifang would be 
followed by another festival in Qingdao. I expressed slight interest. 

Now a third festival was added at Nanjing with the Chinese offering free hospitality and internal travel for 16 days 
and now I was keen. I invited other kitefliers to join me and a group of 10 Brits and 2 Americans agreed to join me. 
The proposed itinerary was 8 days in Nanjing, 5 days in Weifang and 3 days in Qingdao. We had to cover our costs 
to Nanjing, first, and back from Qingdao after the last festival. Any optional tours of Beijing would be at our own 
expense and all of the group decided to take some tours which included the Great Wall, The Emperor's Summer 
Palace, The Forbidden City, The Llama Temple, The Temple of Heaven, Tianamen Square and a visit to the 
Friendship Store. 

On our arrival in Beijing, I was immediately referred to as 'the leader', by the Chinese, because I had brought a group 
with me. I informed my group that, perhaps informalities like calling me 'the leader' or Stafford should discontinue, 
and that I should be called '0 Great Leader' . After their initial expletives deleted, they decided to do just that, but 
always when some Chinese were around, causing confusion and amusement. Even some of the Americans & 
Canadians joined in. This even continued back home at Weymouth & Basingstoke kite festivals . After booking into 
our hotel and having lunch, nine of the group went on a tour whilst I went to Tianamen Square to fly kites and meet 
some friends from last year. I was surprised at the number of kitefliers who remembered me from last year and 
greeted me affectionately, some of whom came to the hotel in the evening to see the kites we had brought with us . An 
impromptu kite display developed outside the lift on the 6th floor with the Chinese enjoying a drink of Port. Any 
people getting out of the lift were amused to see the lobby covered with a variety of kites. Later in the evening, one 
of the Americans arrived and told us the other had not arrived at Kennedy Airport for the flight. After breakfast the 
next day we set out for the airport for our flight to Nanjing. 

On arrival in Nanjing, we were taken to Wujin City, Changzhou and were informed there was a kite festival , the next 
day, which they wanted us to attend and they took us to a hotel for the night. We flew kites the next morning and 
were taken to a lunch banquet at the Council offices . The mayor sang a song and, under the influence of their local 
firewater, I stood up and sang and so too did the Canadians and Americans. We returned to the flying site, somewhat 
merry, and I enjoyed flying my Indian kites, in the light winds, and teasing the officials on the stage. A prizegiving 
followed where all the teams won a prize. We were then taken by bus to Nanjing and the next hotel. Now the group 

''""'''':·,,., <·,,., ·, consisted of people from New Zealand, USA, 
Canada, Korea, Germany, Hong Kong, UK & 
India (guess who) . 

Next morning was the opening ceremony and we 
walked behind our national flags and then flew 
our kites which created quite a lot of interest. 
Flying stunters caused a few problems because of 
the light winds and the fact that Chinese & 
Koreans just launched their kites at one end of the 
field and ran to the other end tp try to get their 
kites up and they picked up any other kite which 
happened to be in the way. It was a two day 

. festival and the next day we again flew kites till 
' 3. 00 pm when we were asked to stop kiteflying for 
the prize giving and the Brits won another prize. 

The next day we were taken to fly kites from a large flat roof and several of the Chinese asked to have a fly of an 
Indian kite. The driver of our bus, the interpreter and the two policemen all had a go. The next few days were spent 
touring places of interest, development zones, Nanjing shopping centre till our last day, when we were put on an 
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by Stafford Wallace 

overnight train for 
-:,:the 16 hour 

to 
An 

sleeper 
.. carnage was 

·,.:;:: added to the train 
· ·: for the use of the 

_·: foreign kitefliers. 

· We arrived m 
Weifang and Mr 

· Liu informed me 
there were over 
600 visiting 
kitefliers from 

over 20 countries and some had to stay in a different hotel. Next morning we visited a school, the Kite Museum and 
a small chinese garden as well as visiting the local kite shops, all the group were getting very good at negotiating 
prices for kites and all other goods. The next morning was spent exploring the many shops and after an early dinner, 
we were all rushed out to the Opening Ceremony of the Weifang International Kite Festival in a convoy of buses 
under police escort with sirens sounding. As in the previous year, it was held in a large stadium which was packed. 
We lined up behind the signs for our individual countries . Two other Brits were behind a banner for the English Kite 
Association, I represented India, and I laughed when I saw our group of Brits behind a sign for 'English Stafford 
Team'. Everyone walked around the stadium behind their flags and waved to the crowds, olympic style. Amazing 
displays by hundreds of children in the arena were followed by an equally amazing fireworks display. The highlight 
was a dragon dance using an enormous dragon, held aloft on poles and with gas balloons attached. As a finale, they 
released the dragon which rose upwards across and out of the arena. The next display began but all the Brits looked 
longingly at this enormous dragon in the sky, wondering which lucky person would end up with it . Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed the show and cameras & video cameras worked overtime. 

Next morning we went in convoy with sirens etc to Fuyunshan for the kite festival. The most amazing display of kites 
by the many representative countries was appreciated by the thousands of public. There are no marked out arenas. 
Two-line kites had to cope as best they could \Vith the hundreds of single liners . Thousands of Chinese were kept 
outside the flying area by police, yet many thousands more mingled with the kitefliers. I wandered around the 
perimeter of the flying site entertaining the crowds with my Indian kite which they applauded as it spun over their 
heads. The Brits found a place to fly all their kites and formed a sort of enclave where we took turns to look after the 
kites. All our kites were really appreciated by the crowds who took many photographs. I think my Indian kite must 
have been photographed, measured and sketched many times . I believe Mick House was the most photographed 
person on the flying field . The 
Chinese are fascinated with anyone 
who is unusual and he was in great 
demand for people to have their 
photographs taken with him. His 
sense of humour endeared him to the 
female railway guards, policemen, 
the waitresses in restaurants and 
everyone who met him. A packed 
lunch was served and some of the 
group returned to the buses whilst 
others stayed on the field with the 
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I China - Four Kite Festivals I 
kites and had lunch, surrounded by hundreds of public who stared at us eating. We flew kites till about 3.00pm when 
we all returned to the hotel. An early dinner was followed by another trip in convoy to the stadium for the Closing 
Ceremony and Prizegiving. After the prizegiving we went to our seats to enjoy another display and an even more 
spectacular fireworks display which continued for an hour and 20 minutes . This was the best fireworks I had ever 
seen. Next day we were taken to a village for a farmers feast. After showing us a traditional Chinese wedding and 
martial arts display by children, all the foreign kitefliers were split into groups of about 6 or 7 who went and joined 

a local family in their home for a meal which 
was delicious and plentiful. 

The next morning we boarded a bus for a 2 
hour trip to Qingdao and our next kite 
venue. Qingdao is a seaside resort and our 
hotel was on the beach and we all relaxed and 
enjoyed the less crowded situation. The next 
day we were taken for a formal reception and 
tour of the resort and a fish banquet and we 
flew kites on the beach, followed by another 
official banquet in the evening. The next day 
was the opening ceremony outside the hotel. 
It was a much smaller affair than Weifang. 
After a few speeches, we all flew kites on the 
beach outside the hotel. The public enjoyed 
the display of everyones kites and l was 

asked to teach several people to fly Indian kites. It was a very relaxed kitefly compared with the Weifang crowds. In 
the evening we went on a tour of the city and we saw numerous wedding couples . It must have been marriage season 
because sometimes as many as six couples were on the beach at one time having their wedding photographs and video 
made. It was interesting to see that Chinese couples got married in Western dress, with the bride in white with all 
the lace etc. In the evening we were taken for dinner to a restaurant, where we selected various meats and other foods 
from a cold cabinet which was then cooked at our tables by our waitress/chef. This was our last night of free 
hospitality. 

Next morning we took a flight from Quingdao to Beijing. After lunch in our hotel, we were taken to the Friendship 
Store and then to fly kites in Tianamen Square. There were more kites flying in the Square than at many a kite 
festival. We flew our kites and caused quite a stir with the parachuting teddies and other kites . This was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all the Brits and even our translators were impressed with the attention we got that they overcame their 
original embarrassment with kiteflying and actively joined in. Kite vendors sold kites from bicycles and some serious 
haggling over prices was necessary as all prices were, at least, quadrupled. The following day 3 of us returned to 
UK, the others continuing with tours for another 2 days . I was extremely proud of the British group in the way they 
made so many friends and the variety of kites they flew. I had decided that I would let each person enjoy their 
individual experience of China without my constantly pointing out things to see. They all told me it was an 
experience they would never forget. The intrepid travellers were- Mick & Norma House, Brighton Kite Flyers; Jerry 
& Carolyn Swift, Brighton Kite Flyers; John & Joan Larson, Midlands Kite Fliers; Reg & Margaret Brobson, 
Midlands Kite Fliers; Denise Miller, Midlands Kite Fliers; Carmela Pallotta, New Jersey. USA; Stafford Wallace, 
Midlands Kite Fliers . 

I had several meetings with Chinese officials who asked me to bring kitefliers to other festivals in China. They 
offered free hospitality but no help towards flights . The festivals are in April in Weifang, Qingdao, Kunming and 
Xian as well as Nanjing and some others . If anyone is interested in coming with me to any of these, please contact 
me for further information on 01780 460389, or email me at <stafford@lucknow.demon.co.uk> Obviously we 
will have to be selective on which ones can be fitted into the time we spend in China. 
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IS MOVING 
From August 1997, I will fiave a new worR.sFwp 

at:-
4, Tfie Raveningfia.m Centre, 

Bec.cJes Roru( 
Raveni719fia.m, 

Noifork. NR14 6NU 
20 minutes from N orwicft., 

off tfie Al46 6etween Beccie.s and" Lodaon, and" wef£ 
signposted" with 6rown Tourist Boarcf signs 

Tfie phone num6er shouLd 6e 
01508~137 

FaciLities incfude a cafe, fots of parlti119, cfisa6rd 
access, room to fiy just outside tfie cfoor, and" 

a6so[uteo/ garions of space .... 

I wi£C 6e rrw.ki119 alT tfie usuaC stuffi plUs 6igger 
Rites, ancf I wif[ 6e ho[c{i119 ltitemaki119 courses in tfie 

Autumn and" Winter. 
SAE for catafogue and" pricefist .... ... . 

HeCen E. Howes 

KREATIVE KITES 
AS well as our usual 
huge range of kites 
we have recently 
added PRISM kites 
from America 
to our stocklist as 
well as the recently 
launched Airdynamics 
T2 and T2 Solo range 

Few only!l 
MAURITZIO 
ANGELETTI 

Qualit)! single 
line kites 

ENIF 
REFLEX AND 

QUADRASTELLE 

CHf.CKOUTOUR 
NEW WEB SITE 
WlTHPMESOF 

INFO, PHaros 
AND PRICES 

ALL REGULARLY 
UPDATED 

OR PHONE FOR 
A FREE PRICE 

LISl'! 

Kreative Kites 
4-5 Saddlers Court 

The Broadway 
Newbury, Berks RG14 1AZ 

01635 528400 
www.argonet.co. uk/kreativ.kites 

or e mail us at .. .. . 
kreativ.kites@argonet.co. uk 

ov 
2 3 4 5 

MAC 
FIGHTER/ 7 

THE ORIGINAL "No-.IEW" FIGHTER 
Vely fast nylon ftglter kites with exceptional spin rates, easly 

comparctlle 1o the best traciHonallndkrl paper kites wt1h the 
added strength cr.d dlmbl1y of bonded r1p stop l1't1on 

Select Ycu Deslgl From 1he Numbered Sanples NxNe 

MINI MA-C 

£8 
Ph.Js£2 P&P 
12·spne 

catch me r 'tQ.I 
can. ... ThiB 1hV 
Idle Is delllgned 

1o ftt' ~ hlgl 
wtldB 

ReoorrYnendad 
For Experlenoed 

Flf1J1er Pilots 
Only 

MIDI MA-C 

£12 
Plus £2 P&P 
16• Spine 

Theorlghll 
'Mac· Kite 

A Well tested 
and p!OI9n Kite 
which has been 
on the mamt for 

8EM!IQ 'f90I1I 

Flies In most 
wind COl dftons 

ME<GA. MA-C 

£23 
Plus £2 P&P 
23· Spine 

1hls Idle has a 
rruch lager sal 
aeacrdhas 

been deelgnecl 
1o ftt' In low v.1nd 

concllloiiS 

Send you- Older and po,ment 1o 
Malcom Mcl..eod. 3 Pur4:> l..ale. Homdecl"l. Hampste, P08 9TS 

Telephone 01705 591171 

he 'world famous' fuzzies! 
"the what?" 

'Yeah, the fuzzies. You know those strange little 
dreadlocks you've seen on top class sport kites" 

"Oh yeah, Ray Bethell, Skydance, Airheads and Dos 
Avispa, use them to tame 'gusty' wind conditions" 

"That's right, they fit any sport kite. Well, you can get 
them over here in Europe from Way on High." 

The fuzzies ... designed in the US by John Gabby, 
winner of the AKA kite accessory of '96 ................. . 

available only from .............. . 

Way on High. Tei/Fax 01432 359999 
EMail wayhigh@globalnet.co.uk 

the approved fuzzy outlet! 



I Festival News I 
Weston Beach Kite Festival - 19th & 20th July 

Once again we will be braving the balmy breezes of Weston-Super-Mare for the Weston Beach Kite Festival. 
With continued welcome support from North Somerset Council and sponsorship this year from Canada Life, the 
6th Weston Festival will be held on the beach next to the Tropicana and features rounds of the 1997 British Sport 
Kite Championships. 

The competitions will be held on both days with the provisional plan to hold Pairs on Saturday, Team on Sunday 
and Quad over both. Despite the emphasis on sport kites, single line flyers are most welcome and there will be 
the usual Rok battles and aerial displays. The PKA is running the Weston Challenge over lunchtime both days 
and the BBC will be giving demonstrations and holding an introductory Buggy School for those who want 'to have 
a go'. 

As far as accommodation is concerned, there are plenty of hotels and B+Bs but as we have moved to July you 
need to make arrangements soon as it is a popular holiday resort . We have negotiated special rates and reserved 
a limited number of rooms in two of Weston's hotels again. The Rozel is offering B+B for £30 per night- Tel 01934 
415268. The Beachlands is offering B+B for £35 per night- Tel 01934 621401. There are only a limited number 
of reserved rooms so first come first served! 

The nearest camping site is Simeridge Farm (backs onto Weston-Super-Mare) . For further details please contact 
Mike Shaw, Off Beat Kites on 01256 461960, mobile no 0468 765887. 

Car passes for the Tropicana Beach Car park will be issued in due course. There is extra parking on the seafront 
- £3 all day and £1 .50 after 3:00pm. 

This year, the Saturday night party has moved to the Tropicana which just happens to be next door to the flying 
site. Hopefully if it is a warm evening we can spill out onto the beach! Their Chinese chef will be offering an 
authentic Chinese menu together with coffee for£9 per head. We have organised private use of the pool between 
7:30 and 8:30. Contact the festival office to book tickets or if you want to stroll in later after the meal. 

Avril Baker/Cath Pickett, 5 Lilymead Avenue, Bristol BS4 2BY. Tel : 0117 977 2002, Fax: 0117 977 4255. 

Blackheath Summer Festival, London - 20th July 

The festival is aimed at people flying kites and participating and not just spectating. Ideas for this year: 

1. Mass Red Delta Launch (to set a record). 
2. 24 hour kite fly from noon on Saturday to noon on Sunday to ra ise money for Mencap 1997 Blue Sky Appeal. 
If you can help by either coming along and flying part of the 24 hours or help with sponsorship contact the number 
below. 
3. Mass Teddy Bear Dropping . If you have a dropping system bring it along with your cuddly toys and do some 
dropping for fun for a change, as there is lots of room. We can do some very high drops which a lot of festivals 
don't have the room for. To those who do not have dropping systems bring your bears along for someone else to 
drop. 

So come along and have some fun. If we havn't got what you want then ask. Ring John Crouch, PR for the KKK 
on 01634 374313. 

Fylde Kite Festival - 26th & 27th July. St. Anne's Beach, Blackpool, Lancashire. 

This year the festival is hosting the second round of the UK Team Competition, UK Masters Individual competition 
and the UK Quad line competition. The Team Competition will be a qualifying round for the World Cup and will 
feature "Skydance", "AirKraft" and many others including, we hope, some European teams. 

Fylde festival has always been thought of as a STACK festival but this is not the case. We are a festival devoted 
to the skill and fun of kite flying and try to keep the competition day to Saturday. 
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I Festival News I 
For those who have not been to St. Anne's, and we know there are many, it is a beach site with miles of sand ideal 
for kite flying. Speedy Guggenheim said at the last festival that St. Anne's was one of the best flying beaches in 
Europe, a comment repeated by many since. 

Fylde festival is one of the few festivals this year to join in the MENCAP "Blue Sky Appeal" and some of the events 
will be raising funds for this worthy cause. 

There will be the new Fylde Rokkaku challenge over the two days for a trophy, can clobbering, children's juggling 
and kite workshops, a reverse altitude sprint, demonstrations, buggy races and much more for kitefliers of all ages 
and experience. 

The Friday evening will be an informal get together at the Admiral public house just down from the pier where fliers 
can meet and generally chat. On Saturday evening there will be a barbecue for the nominal cost of £1 .00 with 
limited free alcohol, during which there will be an auction of unusual kites and kite related objects, most 
unavailable from traders. In order that we can satisfy all potential fliers at the barbecue we do need some numbers 
in advance, so please let us know. 

As the only major festival on the North West coast we are trying to please all fliers and would appreciate any 
suggestions from those who have attended previous Fylde festivals. We look forward to welcoming any visitors 
from Europe and look forward to introducing them to our Northern hospitality. 

There is plenty of accommodation available at the numerous hotels and B&B's throughout St Anne's and 
Blackpool but most require a stay of two nights. 

The festival is also on our new web site at: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/west_coast_kite_club 

This site covers more information on the festival with details of how to get to the site, accommodation and local 
camping, info on the club and related web sites. Please give us a visit and fill in the form on page 5 of the site. 
For those fliers without web access please contact: 

Martin Attwater, 1 Eastgate, Fulwood, Preston PR2 3HR. Tel : 01772 717722 (after 6:00pm). 

Middle Wallop Kite Festival - 2nd & 3rd August. 

On the A343 Andover to Salisbury Road (Hampshire). 1 O:OOam to 5:00pm both days. 

The 1997 Middle Wallop Kite Festival is going to be bigger and better this year ... 

We have negotiated an entrance fee of £2 per person {which goes to the upkeep of the Science Museum - children 
under 16 get in for free), this includes free camping for those who stay on site. We are organising a beer tent, with 
reasonable process, there will be two food traders and an ice-cream vendor, staying open for as long as people 
want them. 

As I'm sure a lot of you already know, there are 800 acres of flying space- Englands largest lawn!!- of which some 
will be allocated for buggying (please adhere to this). Providing you have B.B.C. insurance, there will be no 
charge- FREE- to buggy. There will be a kite workshop for the kids, parachuting teddy bears, tandem buggy 
rides, a "friendly" Rokkaku challenge and Boomerang displays. 

There are two trophies to be had, for a round of the Middle Wallop Buggy Challenge. Safety will be paramount, 
so please be careful! 

For all you single line fliers, bring your kites- large or small - and let's fill the sky with colours! Colin the Cobra will 
be making an appearance - yes he is well and truly airborne! 

We want to make this a good weekend, so please come along and give us your support. See you there!!! 

Contact Roy Broadley (Kites Up) 01256 812487 or Mike Shaw (BBC) 0468 765887 for any further details. 
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I Festival News I 
Attingham Park Kite Fly, Attingham Park, Shrewsbury, Shropshire- 2nd & Jrd August 

Fliers have been invited to this lovely location at the National Trust's headquarters for the fourth year running. The 
property attracts lots of public, and there will a kite trader present. Organised by Tony Slater, who will be on the 
PA, it is a very relaxed weekend with no formal competitions unless kitefliers request them. There will be a small 
marquee where fliers can display their kites for the public. The public will be asked to nominate their favou rite kite 
and the winner will receive a prize. 

Camping is available from Friday midday to Monday midday at a cost of £3 per unit per night and this must be 
booked in advance from the Property Manager, at Attingham Park, Shrewsbury SY4 4TP. Tel: 01743 709203. 

Admission is free to kitefliers, car passes available from Tony on site or by sending an S.A.E. to Tony Slater, 128 
Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY. 

Royston Kite Festival, Therfield Heath, Hertfordshire - Jrd August 

The 7th Annual Kite Festival will feature displays from a top British stunt kite team, children's kite-making 
workshop (with prizes for the best kites made on the day), kite stalls, music, refreshments (including tea and cakes 
from the W.l.!), bouncy castle, puppet-making workshops and shows, and much, much more. All kite teams and 
solo fliers are welcome on the day - if you would like a slot booking for a display please call the number below. 
The event is a very laid back affair- no serious competitions, but a good day's flying at an excellent location. 

Entrance is free. A collection is made in aid of the World Wide Fund for Nature, and traders will be expected to 
make a donation - to book a pitch call (01462) 459395. 

Therfield Heath is a two and a half mile long chalk ridge giving good flying conditions throughout the year. lt is 
also a Site of Special Scientific Interest- home to several nationally rare species - and a Scheduuled Ancient 
Monument, with impressive evidence of human presence ranging from Neolithic times to World War 11. 

Audiences for the day usually average between 2,000 and 3,000. Hope to see you there. 

For further details contact: Eoin Bell - Festival Organiser, Countryside Management Service, The Old Dairy, 
Bedford Road, lckleford, Hertfordshire SG5 3RR. Telephone 01462 459395. 

Barmouth Beach Kite Festival - 9th & 1Oth August 

This is a very friendly festival which is part of the Regatta Week. All facilities are close at hand and the part of the 
beach where the flying takes place is not dependant on the tides. The beach is also suitable for buggies. There 
will be competitions, sweet drops and hands on experience with single, dual and four line kites. 

For details of camping, B+B etc please contact Barmouth Tourist Information on 01341 280787. For other 
information please contact Skybums on 01743 244677. 

5th Oldham Kite Festival - 17th August 

Being held at Oldham Edge, Oldham. Further details from Ran Ogden, 41 Ashfield Drive, Clayton Bridge, 
Manchester M40 1 WJ. Tel: 0161 682 9308. 

Vintage Show and Traction Engine Rally, Orllwyn Teifi, Croeslyn, Llandysul, Dyfed - 23rd 
to 25th August 

Tony Slater reports :- This is a new venue on the kite calendar and I think well worth attending. The organiser, 
Mr Davies, is being really helpful and trying to encourage fliers by giving us a large field to fly from and camp in. 
Camping is free, trade stands for kite selling is free. He is also offering 'Petrol Money' for those attending and 
flying kites. The main public day is Bank Holiday Monday but, us the fliers, can stay all weekend. This is handy 
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I Festival News I 
for the far travelled, and gives time to sample the wonderful countryside in Wales. To me it looks like a good 
weekend with lots of interesting activities going on at the same time. I hope you will all come to this one as it could 
be another kiting event where we can get the public involved (there were 9,000 - 12,000 of them last year!) Mr D 
Davies is the organiser and any queries regarding camping , maps, etc should be addressed to him at:- Eryl , 
Penrhiwllan, Llandysul , Dyfed. (01559) 370885, or you can ring me for a natter on 01743 235068. See you on the 
end of a line sometime. - Tony. 

Canterbury International Kite Festival- 30th & 31st August. 

The THIRD Canterbury International Kite Festival at the end of August will be bigger and better than ever promise 
the organisers. During the weekend, at Merton Farm on the outskirts of the ancient Kent city of Canterbury, there 
will be a host of displays and competitions to interest all. Highlights include routines by kite world champions 
SkyDance, from Essex, who will be in the last weeks of rehersal for the defence of their title in America . 

There is plenty of space on the 48-acre site for everyone to fly their own kites and with camping available from the 
Friday through to the Monday flyers are expected to travel further than ever before. 

Once again a large number of prizes have been arranged for the many competitions. In addition to coveted 
certificates winners can expect to pick up cross Channel car trips, £100 in beer, vouchers to spend at trade stands, 
a weekend break in a luxury hotel or free meals. 

While the competitions include several old favourites like team and individual Rokkakaku and Indian fighting, 
there is also the popular Great Kent Power Lift Challenge plus a new 'scratch ballet' contest sponsored by 
Dunstable Kites. 

Ron and Pat Dell will once again be sponsoring the Best Home made Kite contest and other sponsors include Kites 
& Things of Whitstable and Canterbury Kite Site. 

Outside the arena there will be trade stands and charity stalls plus refreshment stalls and a beer tent. 

Because of the large numbers of people expected to stay on site during the weekend the beer tent will be open 
both Friday and Saturday nights and there will be a barbecue, auction and night flying on the Saturday. 

Further information about the festival , together with flyers' passes, are available by sending a stamped and 
addressed envelope to: Alan Sage, South Eastern Kite Society, 22 Cherry Drive, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8HF. 

Bristol International Kite Festival - 6th & 7th September 

As this issue goes to press we hope that a new sponsor has come to the rescue after last year's sponsor Ki rin Beer 
pulled out less than a month ago leaving us £5,000 adrift! This, on top of the fact that Bristol City Council also has 
to withdraw it's funding for all the local public events again losing us £4,000 means that finances are very tight this 
year. As we want to ensure that there is still an exciting programme and line up of kite guests, especially from 
further afield , the Festival has had to look hard at it's budget. We toyed with asking kite flyers to pay a modest 
parking charge (general public will pay £3 this year) but hopefully this isn't necessary and we can manage. 

Probable guests include Francesco Millioni and Marco Panini from Italy, Pierre Fabre and Martine and Jean Marie 
Simonet from France, Helmut Schieffer and Ton Ostveen alias the CircoFiex fliers from Holland and Robert 
Trepannier from Canada. There is also a rumour that Peter Lynn may be bringing the latest worlds largest kite to 
the UK- watch this space. 

The festival also made an application to the Lottery under the Art 4 Everyone Express to bring a group of 
traditional Malay flier/makers over for some serious workshops in the run up to the festival. We will soon know if 
we have been successful. In any case we still hope to feature Malaysian and various other oriental kites including 
Malcolm Goodman and the European Air Gallery. No festival would be complete without the obl igatory 
Decorators, Martin Lester, Anne Harris and many other regular friends. 

Following mixed feedback re arrangements at the Marriott Hotel, we have returned to Redwood Lodge again. This 
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I Festival News I 
year's special deal is £60 for a double room and £40 for a single room including breakfast. They have a 
longstanding wedding booked in so rooms for Saturday night are limited. Therefore book early!!! Contact the 
Redwood lodge on 01275 393901 and say you are part of the BIKF allocation . 

Also by popular request the Saturday night party will be back on site again and will include a night fly and possibly 
some modest pyrotechnics. Tickets for a buffet will be £10 per head, £6 a child. Further details on request. There 
will also be a bar! Please book tickets through the festival office (Cheques made payable to Bristol International 
Kite Festival) . 

Camping was a disaster last year as despite two recce visits the farmer, unknown to us, put a herd of cows in the 
camping field! We are still exploring possibilities for the year so if you are interested send a SAE in the hope that 
we manage to sort out something better. Otherwise, the Festival office can give you details of camp sites, B+B 
and hotels. THERE IS NO CAMPING ALLOWED IN ASHTON COURT. Please don't try it on. We had serious 
complaints from the council after last year! 

Last but not least, the festival extends a warm welcome to all fliers and clubs to join us in Bristol again this year 
and we look forward to seeing you all in September. 

Avril Baker/Cath Pickett, 5 Lilymead Avenue, Bristol BS4 2BY. Tel : 0117 977 2002, Fax: 0117 977 4255. 

Castle Cary Kite Festival, Somerset- 14th September. 

This is a free event. The site offers spectacular views, there will be a kite workshop, displays from The White horse 
Kite Fliers and other invited guests. 

For those wishing to make a weekend of it there is a local camping site with excellent facilities and the town has 
good B&B. 

For more information contact: Ken Knight, Dimmer, Castle Cary, Somerset BA7 7NR. Tel: 01968 351482. 

Hunstanton Rotary Kite Festival and Country Fair - 14th September - Smithson High 
School, Lynn Road, Hunstanton. 

A large school playing field will provide the setting for this event in this popular North West Norfolk seaside resort. 

A full arena programme will run to include stunt flying, single line kite displays, children participation event, teddy 
bear drops, altitude sprints, sweet drops, an outstanding radio control helicopter display and much more. C.A.A. 
height clearance applied for. Kite traders and other side stalls will be in attendance including catering outlets. 

Free car parking, admission charge adults £1 .50, OAP and children SOp. KSGB members £1 .00 on production of 
a valid membership card . 

Coach Inn Free Kite Festival, Clynnog-Fawr, near Caernarfon, North Wales - 3rd to 5th 
October 

Held next to The Coaching Inn, Clynogg-Fawr, 10 miles south of Caernarfon, 12 miles North of Pwllheli, in North 
Wales. Steven Williams invites kitefliers to his hotel and adjoining flying site which is only 500 yards from the 
beach. The fun starts on the Friday with video shows and a BBQ. 

A disco and fireworks display is to be arranged as well . The spring event was a complete success, with scores of 
fliers turning up to fly kites during the day, and having fun in the evenings. A family weekend, with quizzes, games 
and dancing. Accommodation is available by contacting Steven or Edna Williams at the Coach Inn on 01286 
660212. Bunkhouse accommodation is available at £3 per night, camping and caravanning is free. Breakfast can 
be provided at a reduced fee for kitefliers. For more information on the event itself contact Tony Slater on 017 43 
235068. Please note the change in date from September to October. 
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I Portsmouth 1997 I 
The Portsmouth International Kite Festival takes place on Southsea Common, Southsea, 
Hampshire on Saturday 23rd, Sunday 24th and Monday 25th August and is jointly run by the 
Kite Society and Portsmouth City Council. The site is a large grassed area and there are many 
local facilities including a leisure centre- so plenty to keep the non-flier happy. 

Saturday and Sunday will have a full programme of arena displays and demonstrations with 
Monday, once again being a relaxed informal day with no planned events. The event will run 
along the normal lines and if anyone wishes to put on a display for the public then please 
contact us before the event so that we can timetable your demonstration in. 

Amongst the events for the weekend is a Rokkaku Flying event. Everyone who participates will 
receive one raffle ticket for each rokkaku flown by them during the Rokkaku Fly. A draw will be 
held later that afternoon with a number of prizes- yet to be decided!!. This is most likely to take 
place on Sunday afternoon. 

Free parking is available for KSGB members and the pass below should be displayed in your 
windscreen. Please photocopy the pass as required. 

Accommodation for the event is available at the University of Portsmouth Halls of Residence 
located on the edge of Southsea Common. If you want to book this then please contact Liz 
Jackson on 01705 843178 or Fax her on 01705 843182. For details of other accommodation 
contact the Portsmouth Tourist Centre on 01705 826722. 

Finally, kite traders are welcome to attend the event and the cost for two days is £100.00 and 
for three days is £130.00. Please note payment is required before the event (after all one of 
you still owes us for last year!!) . Send cheques, made payable to The Kite Society with your 
booking to the editorial address. 
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Kite fliers 
CAR PASS 

Portsmouth International 
Kite Festival 

Southsea Common, Portsmouth 
23rd - 25th August 1997 

This pass entitles you to park, free of charge, in the festival car park. Parking is 
not nennitted anvwhere el~e on the flvinQ ~ite without nenni~~ion of the orQanisers . . 
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I CrossWord 

Across 

1. 'A. Court' is in this city 
3. First to 'fly' a stunter under water in the US (lastname) 
7. Powerful kite without spars 
9. Spring and autumn meeting at ... 
10. Dangerous lines - unfit for kites 
12. Founder of One Sky One World (firstname) 
13 . French for kite 

Down 

1. Colour of the Sky Appeal 
2. Fights well with Indians (firstname) 
4. Manlifter 
5. Lines you can read 
6. Island Group which gave a classic 2 Liner its name 
8. Danish 
9. Festival for Peace and Understanding 

16. Accomodation on the flying field 11 . Greek letter used to be part of the name of a famous 4-
17. 6 corners in a fight 
19. Founder ofBKFA (lastname) 
21. Has famous legs .(lastname) 
22. Kite system found in a station 

Supplied by Manni Kluge. 
Answers in the next issue. 

I 

Liner 
13. Used in copiers and in kites 
14. short for 17 across 
15. Suicidal'animal', jumps of kites 
16. New system for lines 
18. Not allowed on the M1 but on the flying field 
20. Lines and your jacket have one 
23 . 'KSGB' in the US 
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I Private Ads I 
Lost Kite: Old Warden - April 1997. "Rad One" by Air-Craft. Mislaid on car park field in its bag. About 15" long 
and 5" diameter. This is a soft kite. 2 line control. 2.4m span. Colour Green/Yellow quarters with black edge fore 
and aft. Bag is green and black with "Air-Craft" logo. £10.00 reward for information leading to its recapture. 
Contact Maurice Sawyer 01494 673947. 

For Sale: 2 x 12ft Flexifoils both Purple/Yellow. Hardly used. £140 each or £250 for the pair. Telephone Mike 
01372 278398. 

For Sale: Complete Reels and Components. The reels are 6" diameter, attractive in two different colour woods. 
Polyurethane finish to high standard . Components are, of course to same build . Reels £28 .50 inc P&P. 
Telephone 01268 417662. 

For Sale: 1 Rare Air Air Devil complete with lines and padded type handles. 1 book "Stunt Kites How to Make 

and Fly" 1 book "Kites" by Ran Moulton. Some Indian .. -------------------• 
Kites £50.00 the lot. Ring 01844 208131 

A1 condition. Blue Revolution 11 kite, three months old , 
only flown a handful of times. Comes as bought, carry bag, 
instructions, handles, training video and 75 foot I 80 pound 
lines on a reel. A fantastic kite, but owners over eagerness 
with credit card forces sale. Cost £140 in the air new, 
offers in the region of £80 for quick sale. Contact Peter 
Gratwick 0144 296 7824. 

For Sale: Spirit of Air Axel (rainbow) - £45; Rare Air 
Cheeteye (UK made) - £40; 2 Flexifoil 6' stackers - £75 
pair. Ring Chris or Tim 01367 253089. 

Needed to upgrade buggy gear: My "Diablo" Rotating 
Kite - Spectacular large rotating kite with internal rainbow 
appliqued panels. Carbon fibre and aluminium sparring . 
£200 to a good home. Get Buggying. Two stainless steel 
buggy frames with forks which require slight attention but 
nothing serious. Add wheels to buggy. £120 each. All 
items plus P&P and forget haggling! John Eat on 01543 
424921 

For Sale: Joy Stick Kite - Spectra Lines and Video - £35 
New Pins - "Tiger Face" Eddy in Orange, Yellow, Green 
and Pink. £3.75 each £14 for set of four. "Mini Octopus" in 
blue, orange, yellow, green and pink. £4 each, £18 for set 
of five. Please include SAE jiffy bags with pin order. 
Kevin Appleton, Tel: 01603 431964 
Evenings/weekends. 

G-FORCE SPARS 
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I Bits & Pieces I 
From the North Devon Journal - May 8th. 
A holiday maker was knocked unconscious by a kite at the weekend. The middle aged woman from 
South Glamorgan was sitting on Woolacombe beach when she was hit on the head by a stunt kite. 
Lifeguards attended to her at the scene and she was then taken to North Devon District Hospital where 
she was treated for concussion. 

Lifeguards urge kite-flyers to be considerate as there are no areas put aside for flying. 

Fortunately this was not a serious incident - but ALL kitefliers should take care when flying - whether 
one, two or more lines!! 

The Cultural Bit. From "The Kite" by W.Somerset Maughan. 
"What d'you suppose there is in kite-flying that makes the damded fool so mad about it?" 
"I don't know" I answered. I took my time to think. "You see, I don't know a thing about flying a kite. 
Perhaps it gives him a sense of power as he watches it soaring towards the clouds and a mastery over 
the elements as he seems to bend the winds of heaven to his will. lt may be that in some queer way 
he identifies himself with the kite flying so free and so high above him, and it is as it were an escape 
from the monotony of life. lt may be that in some dim, confused way it represents an ideal of freedom 
and adventure. And you know, when a man once gets bitten with the virus of the ideal not all the King's 
doctors and not all the King's surgeons can rid him of it." 

Thanks to Les Navier 

ROLLY 
ROLL Y is an ideal helper for the transport of all heavy things (children, 
kite bags, cool boxes ... ). At your destination ROLL Y turns into a 
comfortable chair. Constructed from light weight aluminium ROLL Y 
can handle up to 1 OOkg. ROLL Y has detachable buggy type wheels 
which will not sink into the sand and give your luggage a comfortable 
ride. ROLL Y also folds down easily for storage. 

Contact: Kites & More: 18 Water Lane,Threekingham, Lines NG34 
OBE- Tei+Fax 01529 241080- Email: KitesMore@AOL.COM 

Books 
Macmillan Distribution Ltd have a special offer on Sarah Kent's 'The 
Creative Book of Kites", 35% discount on all orders- £4.54 each. No 
minimum order. Contact Sharon Today, MOL Sales, Brunei Road, 
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS. Telephone 01256 
302659, Fax 01256 841068. 

Moving 
Paul Chapman has asked us to notify people of his new address. He 
can be contacted at Flat 29, The Beeches, Hazelwood Road, Sneyd 
Park, Bristol BS9 1 QB. Telephone 0117 968 7843. 

Thanks from SkyBums 
A Bum Note. Just a short note thanking the many hands that helped 

!.~-·-·-··· ·~ 
. r· 

when our stall decided to up and leave us at Margam Park Kite Festival. Your help is very much 
appreciated. Luckily just a couple of kites were damaged and no one hurt which was the main thing. 
Again many thanks - Paul and Helene Morgan. 
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I Bits & Pieces I 
Free Spirit Kites. Dave Salmon (owner) writes: 
I have been selling kites at craft fairs for a while now trying to encourage kite flying in its many forms 
and styles. Building as many different types of kite as I can. Learning the many pitfalls along the way. 
This year I decided to see what the more seasoned kite flying public made of my kites - the response 
has been amazing. Club kite fliers seem to have a very clear idea of what they expect of their kites and 
enjoy trying new flavours of kite. BOXER is a new kite I am making this year, born on a Wednesday 
this kite has delighted everyone who has flown it so far. I could go on about it's tricking and tracking 
and lack of pull in stronger winds but I think reviews should be left to others really. I try something new 
every week sometimes they fly well sometimes they need refining a bit (or a lot). The resu lt is a 
constantly changing kite collection . 

See you on the kite field. 

Free Spirit Kites can be contacted at West Midlands House, Gypsy Lane, Willenhall , West Midlands, 
WV13 2HA. Tel: 0121 609 7250. Fax: 0121 609 7001 . 

New Kite Flying Lines 
The 'Climax-System for Kites' comprises a complete range of new flying lines. Each type is specifically 
made for a purpose. In co-operation with experienced kite flyers a complete new set of high tech lines 
has been developed for modem high performance kites. In addition to classic lines like Dacron for 
Single Line Kites and Dyneema for Sport Kites, 4 new line types are now available. These lines are 
mainly made from CORAMID (a fibre like Spectra or Dyneema but with better properties) . A new 
braiding technique and an additional impregnation and polishing process give these lines better 
qualities in stretch (as little as 2%), a tighter braid, a very smooth and slippery surface and less wind 
resistance. 

'Ciimax-Dyneema' for 2-liners can now be viewed as an affordable entry-level line. 'Braided-Climax 
yellow' is an excellent all-round line for all occasions. The direct link to your sport kite. 'Braided-Climax 
Extra Fine purple' is specifically designed with trick, 4-Line and competition flying in mind. This line is 
without competition in performance and price. A world novelty is 'Climax-Braided Plus white'. In addition 
to an extreme tight braid this line has a CORAMID core for near-zero stretch. This line is a must for 
ultimate performance. 'Braided-Climax HPM' for Indoor Flying or Mini Kites completes the Cl imax
System for Kites. 

The thinnest line available (5 lbs) is just 0.04 mm!!! in diameter. This indoor- and mini kite line is made 
from a new fibre (High Performance Multifilament HPM) which is 10% stronger than Spectra or 
Coramid. 30 turns or more are no problem for the HPM. 

Lines from the Climax-System for Kites are available in various strength (51bs- 5001bs). Although these 
lines are the latest in fibre technology, they still come at affordable prices. 

The climax-system for kites - always one turn ahead. 

Contact your local retailer for more information on the Climax-System. 

Or send SAE with a first class stamp for free line samples to: Manfred Kluge, 18 Water Lane, 
Threekingham, Lines NG34 OBE. Tei+Fax: 01529 241080 Email: ManniKiuge@AOL.COM. -Trade 
enquiries welcome. 
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I MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION I 
The Kite Society of Great Britain was founded in 1979 and, since then, has grown to be recognised as the 
leading organisation for kite flying in Great Britain with over 2500 members worldwide. 

The main vehicle of communication between members is the quarterly publication 'THE KITEFLIER' . 
'THE KITEFLIER' is published in January, April, July and October of every year. 'THE KITEFLIER' 
contains news of forthcoming kite festivals, kite retailer news, kite plans, kite group news and a 
comprehensive events list. 

In addition the Kite Society organises kite meetings where guest speakers are invited to talk about their 
specialist area of kite making and flying . 

Other benefits of membership include free, or reduced, entry into selected kite festivals in the U.K., special 
parking arrangements where possible, discount - from 5% to 15% - on all kite purchases from the majority 
of kite retailers in the U .K. 

A membership 'year' runs for four issues of 'THE KITEFLIER'. plus other occasional mailings. Each 
member receives a membership card entitling them to free entry and discount. 

If you wish to join The Kite Society please fill in the form below and send it, with·your payment, to the 
address shown. All cheques, postal orders and money orders should be made payable to 'The Kite 
Soci~ty' and, for overseas members, should be drawable in the U.K. and be in sterling. 

Membership Type Fee 

Individual £9.00 

Family - all members in the same household. 

O.A.P. £7.00 

O.A.P. - Family (Husband & Wife) £8.00 

Overseas - Europe and Surface Mail £11.00 
........... ··················-·- ..... ............... .. ..... .. . 

Overseas - Airmail £16.00 

Overseas upgrade to standard airmail. £6.00 

Name Family Members 

Address - -------- ---- ----

Post Code Telephone 

• This is a RENEWAL/NEW MEMBERSIDP. For renewals please give old membership number. 
· New members please state which issue your membership should start with- JANUARY/APRIL/JULY/OCTOBER. 

Pease send this form with payment to: 
The Kite Society, P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4AY 
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I Bamboo Shaping I 
Shaping Bamboo Spars (for the ham fisted). 

Cutting smooth bamboo spars for smallish kites is much easier if you use a jig. Glue two 
square wood sticks to a flat base. Plane (or file) the tops to a smooth finish. 

To use. Put a piece of roughly split bamboo between the sticks. Press a SHARP knife against 
the slopes and pull the bamboo out. Repeat on all sides and towards both ends of the bamboo. 
Move the knife a little down the slope and repeat until the bamboo is the size you want. 

Marks on the slope makes it easy to put the knife in the right place each time. Try a slope of 1 
in 15 for making thick spars and 1 in 40 for thin ones. 

Nicolas Wadsworth. 

I What Line? I 
After many years of single line kite flying I still, at times, have trouble with line "snarls". Perhaps someone who 
has solved the problem can help? 

I have used braided and twisted polyester and nylon also I have tried braided terelyne and with all types of line 
after several hours flying "snarls" start to appear in the line. If I spread the line out on the grass for launching or 
have to dump line for a quick recovery and I am not careful these "snarls" soon turn into knots, and if the wind is 
a bit frisky can cause problems in freeing them . 

My method of line storage and use is to make plywood spools of 7" diameter with a solid 2.5" diameter core 2" in 
length complete with a leather strap on the back of the spool through which I can slip my hand to enable me to 
have a firm grip for the retrieving of line. At the kite end I use heavy duty quick release swivels. 

These spools I use allows line to spill over the edge for launching/flying and when packed with line allow a 
relatively fast recovery, but my problem are the "snarls" and the knots that go with them. 

At present although frowned on by some, I am using bulk spools of monofilament of various breaking strains, but 
although not prone to snarls has the disadvantage of being fairly stiff, so gloves are essential, and knots must be 
used with care as the breaking strain is affected pretty severely if the wrong one is used. Monofilament can also 
degrade if left exposed to the sun for too long. 

So if anyone can help I should like to get back to braided line as soon as possible. 

N Repper 
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I Flying a Tumbler I 
Some while ago I read in Ron Moulton's kite book that, before the advent of the "sport" kite in all its' forms, the 
action kite of the day was the Tumbling Kite - so called because using its' inherent instability it could tumble 
vertically and perform other flight movements while being flown on a single line. 

So as a single line enthusiast of long standing I felt I should like to try a spot of "tumbling" for myself, the only thing 
was where to start to find a true tumbler? After a deal of trial and error I finally lighted on the only (in my 
estimation) real tumbler I could find, it is the Morgan Star produced by Skybums to a high standard of 
workmanship. 

When my Morgan Star arrived I set off to my local flying field and assembled the kite, clipped on some 301b line 
and gently let the kite rise from my hand in a force 3 wind. All I can say is the experience was exciting to say the 
least as the Star performed figures and loops that I did not think possible in a single liner, even the much praised 
fighter. lt truly had a life of its own on my first day of trials and I then knew that it was going to take a deal of 
practice before I could say that I was controlling the kite instead of the kite controlling me. 

Being a retired OAP I can, within reason, spend as much time as I wish on the flying field, so I set out to master 
the Star and great fun it has been. Flying in all weathers over the past few weeks I have found that control is best 
achieved at between 75 and 150 ft, above 150ft the Star appears, strangely, to stabilise itself and it can be flown, 
where it is legal, to a fair height. The best wind conditions appears to be force 2 to 3, any less than 2 and the Star 
wanders about looking for something to do and above 3 it moves so fast my poor old reflexes can't keep up with 
which way it will go next. 

Although classed as a "tumbling kite", and it can really tumble , and it follows that if you release line it will tumble 
earthwards, tighten line and it shoots skywards at a rate of knots. I have found that with practice it can be 
encouraged to perform various other figures including spectacular side sweeps, a few feet above the ground. 1 
should add that the side sweeps and various other figures do require a great deal of practice to achieve so be 
prepared to spend a fair bit of time at practice. 

So if you would like a single line kite that is easy to launch, just lay it on its' back run out about 75ft of line give a 
gentle pull and it will launch itself, easy to recover, it will come to hand as you reel in line, but in between give a 
lot of action with a few heart stopping moments, get a Star and get practicing and I hope you will get as much 
enjoyment from this single liner as I do. 

N Repper 

I Star Victory Dimensions I 
In Issue 71 we reproduced a kite plan first published in the American Kitefliers Association magazine. Several of 
you bought to our attention the fact that there were no dimensions with the plan. Martin Parson did a bit of 
research and found the following dimensions from Dave Christenson, President of the Washington Kite 
Association. 

After seeing several postings asking for the measurements for Stormy Weathers Star Victory Kite, and several 
friends here in the North West asking me if I knew them I finally tracked down Stormy and got the scoop from 
him. He said that they forgot to publish the block that showed what the letters represented , so here goes: 

These measurements are for a 48" kite. 

A= 12" B= 11" C= 13" D= 2" E= 33" F= 16" G= 4" H= 16" J= 18" V= 9" HT= 48" 

Stormy also said that this kite can be flown in a train. I hope this helps out everybody that was trying to build one 
of these kites. This kite can be scaled up or down using these proportions. Best winds to everyone building this 
kite, it has been a great flyer at every festival I have seen Stormy flying it. 
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I Weymouth Waterworld I 
Forget Alton Towers- Now this is a ride! 

While the rest of the country is forecasting rain, in Weymouth on Sunday the sun is shining, the 
sea is blue and clear and the wind is blowing hard across the bay. What we need is a boat. 
Enter Mike Shaw with Kite Boat. 

We didn't need talking into it, we were soon building that boat like pro ship builders and started 
what was for me a radical vertical learning curve. (Take vertical as both up and down!). 

For starters you need a larger kite than you would normally use for buggying in equivalent 
conditions. This greater power enables the speed needed to overcome the greater resistance 
prevalent as the hulls force their way through the water. Getting up to speed is the killer and 
the heavier you are the deeper the hulls sink and the longer it take to overcome that resistance. 
Speed, hull shape and the fins eventually do get you on top of the water aquaplaning where the 
fins literally hum. 

Now in smooth conditions I would have been happy sailing the channel but gusts were giving 
ferocious acceleration and then you would stop. The problem was as if you were in that 
unfortunate still position and partially submerged, Mr Ferocious would suddenly visit your kite 
at which point you popped out of the boat like Kieron Chattersea from a bunker. The landing 
of course is soft and wet and actually really good fun but invariably while you are exhal ing sea 
water you look up and see a deflated kite. All you have to do is run back and reinflate it, of 
course unless you happen to walk on water that ain't so easy. 

If you're lucky enough to get back to the boat recovery of the kite is possible sometimes even 
after it has hit the water as happened to me with the Skytiger. The boat's actually equipped 
with hooks, the idea is to hook your backstrap into these to alleviate the arm pains and avoid 
the upward bungee jumps. I know this system to work but initially I bottled out through fear of 
the boat capsizing. 

Another good idea was longer lines, this allowed long sweeps with the kite prolonging those 
good pulls, but be warned, if you fly with line thickness on it's limit while buggying the same 
lines will probably break in water because of that water resistance/drag being so much greater. 
(I thought gravity was bad). 

The incident of the day we laughed about hysterically at the time but of course later you realise 
the possible implications of what happened and start thinking safety. 

lt crossed our minds that to stop the catapaulting effect what we needed was ballast, so Game 
no 38 was to fly a big kite in the boat but instead of using boat hooks I would take the load from 
the kite while Mike hangs onto me and the boat giving the necessary anchor. As confidence 
grew I'm growling with the strain and powering up more and more. Eventually the link breaks 
and Mike has gone and I'm rocketing towards an imploding kite overtaking slack lines -Yahoo. 
Forget Alton Towers .. now this is a ride! Even with my buoyancy vest on when I hit the water, 
I went in deep and as usual took in water. Phew, yes I'm swimming, treading water, my hands 
and arms are spinning like an outboard motor from the rush. Composure prevailed and I slow 
down to a pace that keeps me above water. As I scan over the beach I realise I'm way off 
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I Weymouth Waterworld I 
swimming home but I could see that the rescue boat was activated and on its way, in addition 
Mike was doing his best to paddle to me. Here I thought I couldn't be safer but I was wrong. 
My arms became restricted and on looking down I realised that while I was treading water I was 
tying my hands and arms together with the floating control lines, reversing arm motion had little 
effect. My arms stopped. I put my head back and attempted to float. I then made the decision 
to get back to the kiteboat, the rescue boat was too far away. 

I looked back and couldn't believe how far away the kiteboat was and for the first time in my life 
I shouted HELP and meant it. The problem was I was short of breath, Mike couldn't hear me. 
In fact, seeing I was on top of the water and that the rescue boat was on its way Mike had given 
up paddling and had taken up sunbathing! 

Using just leg movement I propelled myself best I could towards the kiteboat. Progress was 
slow as I pulled the water filled foil with me. Any rhythm was impossible as lines then started 
to get entangled around my legs. Mike now seeing my difficulty is paddling the kiteboat like a 
paddle steamer, his arms and legs are flying all over the place. We're about 15ft apart and we 
know I'm saved and I guess it was relief but we started laughing hysterically so hard we couldn't 
stop for the rest of the day. 

On getting back to the kiteboat the rescue boat arrived with 4 lifeguards in canoes and a fly-by 
by the rescue helicopter. Oooops. 

None of the above I'm proud of but I thought worth reporting if only to emphasise a few safety 
considerations when kiteboating. 

Always wear a buoyancy vest or lifejacket, and a weUdry suit in those colder waters. 

A white or bright crash helmet makes your location easier for rescuers and could be protection 
from an overturning boat. 

Boat with friends and watch out for each other. 

Use quick release handles and beware of floating control lines and entanglement. 

A paddle is handy 

lt crossed my mind while being entangled that a knife would have been useful, maybe ankle 
mounted, but then you could argue that this could be something else the line could get caught 
on. 

Ensure rescue is available in some form or forget kitesailing. 

You would think an incident like this may have put me off kitesailing? Nah .. Bank Holiday we 
were out again. 

John Eaton 
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I You Couldn't Buggy Casual I 
Remember those winds during the last week of February Who dared?- I ran out of excuses on the 1st March. 

Conditions sunny, gusting 30+mph, in land, in the Hednesford Bowl (Pine Cafe) . Many know the site as a regular 
MKF flyin meeting place and the venue for the Cannock Kite Festival, it's also my closest flying site. It has two 
"natural" arenas i.e. flat fields with sloping walls all around. When I see buggies racing up and around the slopes 
I'm reminded of that "Wall of Death" motorcyclists rode at fairgrounds, I wonder if they're still going? 

This day had more action than I care to note but two accidents, that left their mark so to speak, were captured on 
video by Shutterman Don, so, while falling about with laughter at my attempts to get back into buggying some 
"analysis" was possible. 

With enough armour to fight offRobo-cop and flying my smallest kite (3.5 metre Peel), I was buggying. Straight 
away the acceleration difference between kite and buggy were really noticable, hardly surprising when the kite is 
manoeuvring in gusty 30+mph winds while the buggy is travelling through grass, drainage shale troughs and across 
and up and down slopes and all with the burden of my weight (not the best of conditions) . Line and buggy angles 
were causing the back axle to slide then the front, then all of it. You couldn't buggy casual! 

So, Crash One and I've buggied up to speed - Kite is on my left but is so efficient that it is flying right on and 
probably beyond the edge of the wind. The kite's flying over the ridge for exta lift and I'm buggying on the flat . In 
order to get more buggy acceleration I loop the kite across the sky -just the job - I've now got enough speed to make 
my cheeks go tight and to hit the slope without loosing too much speed- Wrong. 

The following is split second stuff. As I turn towards the slope a combination of deep shale and the incline, plus one 
or two wheels going airborne, the buggy speed reduced enough to allow the kite to overtake. The kite is now on my 
right side but I'm sittingin the buggy balanced for the kite on my left. The kite is still more than effective, I'm pulled 
out of the buggy to the right at which point the buggy rolls spectacularly after me. IF ONLY ... ONLY IF .. I'd seen 
what was coming - I could have changed my body weight over to the left, steered more towards the kite but in the 
opposite direction to it's travel (as in a downwind manoeuvre) and continued at an increased speed .. . YEAH RIGHT. 

My real problem was that I'd spent too much time looking at the ground where the buggy was going and taken my 
eyes off the faster moving kite for too long. (Don't do it again) . OK I did have more crashes ... 

Later even stronger winds made me wonder if it was safe to be out in it- Now I'm really racing across even rough 
terrain and around the "wall". At the end ofthe run was a ridge. I was aware of it and thought I could cope but I 
hadn't anticipated myself and the buggy literally taking off as we went over the top . With no steering and that feeling 
of ejection setting in, the buggy fell away under gravity whereas I continued to rise with the lift from the kite. As I 
floated to the ground in the direction of the wind touchdown was quicker than I could run, Linford Christie I'm not 
and I'm too old to take this many knocks - Time to head for home feeling buggied. 

Final injury count - Heavy impact to right elbow and shoulder. Heavy knock to side of head - My helmet (hockey 
type) flexed causing the arm of my sunglasses to bruise head, which may be a good argument to upgrade helmet and 
use visors instead as higher speeds are now more commonplace. Swollen left hand - old broken wrist injury 
aggravated. Definitely ain't indestructable. One puncture turned out to be a 1" thorn. 

Then to top it all I decided to wash my wet suit which I use for body protection, in the washer and changed its' colours 
dramatically. 

John Eaton 

I The Kitejlier- July 1997- Page 25 I 



1 

2 

Floto Shoot! 

1. Lobste1by Rolf Zimmerman 
2. PyjamaVIan by Robert 
TrepanniE' 
3. Santa Caus by Aime 
Barsalou 
4. Large S>insock with Anne 
Harris's l<mgaroo and Echinda 
5. Jon Blc>m - Flying Kitell Gill 
Bloom's hnners in 
backgro u1d. 
6. Starfist~y Rolf Zimmerman 

7. Koi Car~ Delta by Gill Bloom 
8. Kite by ~lice Hayden 
9. TannaHaynes - AKA Grand 
Champior- Lady in the Cloud 
kite. 

Photos b~Gill and Tara Bloom 
5 

7 



I Kite Event Calendar I 
U.K. Kite Events 

19th & 20th July Golden Valley Kite Festival, Tewkesbury. Neville Wing 

19th & 20th July Weston Super Mare Beach Kite Festival, Somerset. Avril Baker 

20th July Blackheath Summer Kite Festival , Blackheath, London. Kent Kite Klub 

26th & 27th July Fylde Kite Festival, Lytham St Anne's Beach, Blackpool. Martin Attwater 

26th & 27th July Newbury & Thatcham Kite Festival. V01635 828400 

27th July Camelot Fliers Giant Fly-in, Honeydown Farm, R Teague 
Crewkeme. 

2nd & 3rd August Middle Wallop Kite Festival, Hampshire. Roy Broadley 

2nd & 3rd August Attingham Park Kite Fly, Attingham Park, Shropshire. Tony Slater 

3rd August Royston Kite Festival, Therfield Heath , Herts. Eoin Bell 

9th & 1Oth August Teston Bridge, Kent. Kiteability 

9th & 1Oth August Scotland Kite Festival , Ayton Castle, Borders. Malcolm Goodman 

9th & 1Oth August Barmouth Beach Kite Festival , Wales. SkyBums 

16th & 17th August East London Kite Festival , Hackney. High As a Kite 

17th August Coventry Kite Festival, Memorial Park, Coventry. MKF 

17th August Oldham Kite Festival. Ron Ogden 

17th August Blackwater Valley Kite Festival , Aldershot Park. V01252 334225 

23rd - 25th August Portsmouth International Kite Festival , Southsea The Kite Society 
Common, Hampshire. 

23rd - 25th August Vintage Show and Traction Engine Rally, Orllwyn, Dyfed. Tony Slater 

30th & 31st August Canterbury Kite Festival , Kent. SEKS 

31st August Fourth Valleys Kite Festival , Wales V01495 711816 

6th & 7th September Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court, Bristol. Avril Baker 

14th September Castle Cary Kite Festival , Somerset. Ken Knight 

14th September Hunstanton Rotary Kite Festival , Norfolk. V01485 572032 

13th - 21st September Brean Kite and Buggy Week, Brean Sands, Somerset. 

21 September Poole Kite Festival, Baiter Park. Harry Douglas 

28th September Old Warden Autumn Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, The Kite Society 
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. 

3rd - 5th October Coach Inn Kite Festival, Caernarfon Tony Slater 
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I 
19th & 20th July 

26th & 27th July 

16th & 17th August 

6th & 7th September 

The Kite Society 

Air Born Kites 

Martin Attwater 

Avril Baker 

Eoin Bell 

Roy Broadley 

Malcolm Goodman 

High As a Kite 

Ken Knight 

MKF 

Ron Ogden 

SkyBums 

Tony Slater 

Kent Kite Klub 

Kiteability 

lrene Paterson 

SEKS 

R Teague 

Neville Wing 

Harry Douglas 

I 

Kite Event Calendar I 
STACK Events 

Weston Super Mare Team Round 1. Uividual Quad Line 
round 2. Pairs Round 3. 

Fylde Kite Festival Team Round 2. Individual Quad 
Line round 2. Individual Masters 
round 2. 

East London Kite Festival, Hackney. Team Round 3. Individual Novice & 
Experienced. Masters round 3. 

Bristol Kite Festival Pairs round 4. Individual Quad Line 
round 4. 

Contact List 

P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4AY. 

42 Gardner Street, Brighton, East Sussex 11'01273 676740 

11'01772 717722 

S Lilymead Avenue, Bristol BS4 2BY. 11'0117 977 2002 

The Old Dairy, Bedford Road, lckleford, Herts SGS 3RR. 11'01462 4S939S 

li'012S6 812487 

134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland, TS22 SEX. 

1S3 Stoke Newington Church Street, London N16 OUH. 11'0171 27S 8799 

Dimmer, Castle Cary Somerset BA 7 7NR. 11'01968 3S1482 

4 Hermitage Court, Oakwood, Derby, DE21 2LG. 11'01332 669203 

41 Ashfield Drive, Clayton Bridge, Manchester M40 1WJ. 11'0161 682 9308. 

7 Sunnyfields, Bell Lane, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY2 SEW. 

128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY. 11'01743 
23S068. 

P.O. Box SS7, Sidcup, Kent DA14 6UB. 

2 Garfield Road, Ponders End , Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP. 11'0181 804 
9080 

li'0147S S6868S 

22 Cherry Drive, Canterbury, Kent CT2 8HF. 11'01227 462786 

11'01460 7S44S 

11'01684 29S132 

249 Winborne Road, Poole, Dorset BH1S 2EG 
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I The Slug (Le Limace) I 
A slow, hence the name, precise manoeuvring and silent 2 line kite. Adapted from David Clarke's 
"Silent Knite" described in "Kites" by Ron Moulton and Pat Lloyd. 

Sail - Two pieces of ripstop (see 1). Each a mirror 
image of the other. Note the grain direction. No 
allowance in measurements made for centre or trailing 
edge seams. Use your own preferred allowance. The 
trailing edge seam has to act as a sleeve for the 
stiffener (2mm or 5.5mm) and the stiffener fixture 
plastic tube at the leading edge and spine. 

Leading Edge 
No Seam 

Join the two sail pieces together at the centre seam 
(See 2). I prefer a spine sleeve from the nose, "A" to 
the cross spar fixture hole "Z". This helps the kite to 
keep its shape. 

SUGGESTED METHOD: (See 3). The spine tube is 
ripstop tape 40-SOmm to take 5.5mm spine. 

NOSE Fig. 2 
A 

60mm 

1000mm 

Leading Edge Leading Edge 

970mm 

Trailing Edge 
Seam 
975mm 

lit 1 • 
40mm 

~ 
Hole 
z 

970mm 

Trailing Edge 
Seam 
975mm 

Centre Seam 

Fig. 1 

1000mm 

1000mm 

Trailing Edge Seam 

Re-inforce the sail at the 
shaded areas with Dacron 
tape (50mm). Remember to 
leave trailing edge seam free 
for turning over and stitching. 
Stitch on leading edge sleeve 
of ripstop tape. (50mm). Turn 
and stitch the trailing edge 
seams, leaving it open at the 
centre spine and leading 
edge. Ensure seam is large 
enough at these openings to 
take the trailing edge stiffener 
fixture platic tube. Hot cut 
upper spar fixture holes in the 
leading edge. Hot cut a hole 
at "Z" for lower cross spar 
fixture. N.B. This can be 
done most accurately when 
attaching the sail to the frame. 

Hot cut small hole for the elastic tensioners in 
the reinforced areas, to suit your preferred 
style of fixtures. ~~-F-a-ce ________ 1j:':(:=old 

Centre 

Fig. 3 

Frame Use 5.5mm carbon fibre tube for all 
spars, spine and leading edge. Trailing edge 
stiffener are to be 2-2.5mm fibre glass (See 
4). Spar fixtures are all standard moulded 
types. The nose piece, (See 5), is made by 
joining together three spar fixtures held in 
place with a short length of 5.5mm tube and 

Seam Stitch 
Zig-Zag 

Kite Face Centre 
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I The Slug (Le Limace) I 
Upper Spar 
Fixture SOOmm 

525mm 

700mm 

985mm 

Nose Frame 5.5mm Carbon 
Fibre Tube 

Fig. 4 

700mm 

Stiffeners 2-
2.5mm fibre glass 

Cut Final Frame Lengths To Fit Final Sail Size and Fixtures Used 

of super glue are used to protect the ends. 

Bridle A standard bridle (See 7) is suitable for 
most wind strengths. 

HE Bishop. 

Nylon Curtain Hook 

Fig6A 

Plastic Tube 

Fig6B 

5.5mm Spine Fits Through 
Here 

Fig. 5 

Leading 
Edge 

Fig. 7 

Leading Edge 
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bound. The centre fixture can 
be trimmed to achieve a good 
fit of the frame to sail. This 
makes a good resilient nose. 
Trailing edge stiffener f ixtures 
are non-standard, (See 6A 
aand 68). For the fixture to the 
leading edge, use nylon curtain 
hook trimmed and a 50mm 
long piece of plastic tube of 
3mm internal diameter and 
Smm external diameter. This 
fixture can be clipped off the 
leading edge to allow the 
removal of the stiffener for 
transit. 

For the fixture to the spine, use 
the same plastic tube 120mm 
long, folded in the centre and 
bound. Alternatively the two 
leading edge stiffener f ixtures 
(See 6A) can be joined 
together. No end cap is used 
on the stiffener, instead blobs 

Spine 

Nose 

5.5mm 
Tube 

Leading 
Edge 

Upper Spar 

Spine 

I 



LFD Designed to fly in light to medium 
winds. This ki le Is one of my best kites. The 
glassfibre w ing spars ollo.v the kite to ride 
out gusts and the carbon fibre cross spar 
gives tremendous stiffness to the upper 
Very easy la fly 
Wingspan approx 145cm (5 7 Inch) 
with 60mlrs (200ft) of flying line. 
£ 11.99 

BLOCK ROK ~ itt[e ffiemon 
Based on Tt>e Trodil ionol Japanese 
design lt>is ki te flys in ligt>l to medium 
winds. Tt>e 3d soil makes it bok like a 
block. Fully adjustable bridle and bow 
lines. 

Very lillle pull lots of speed and agilit y. 
Performs Nearly as well os Tt>e sport kites 
without tt>e need for tt>e special lines the 
bigger kites require. This kite has a 
surprising wind range for a small ki te. 

9 7cm ( 3 8inch) wide 
115cm ( ~ 5inch) higl1 
£20.00 

wingspan 152 cm (5fl) 

£25.00 including handles and line. 

Z'~ The ideal 

int roduction to swept w ing stunt kites 
wi th a very flexible gloss fibre frame. 

DliRe:E.K Agile and 

forgiving and Very reasonably 
priced the curved tra iling edge 
reduces tt>e amount of noise the 
ki te produces. Superb for tricks in 
lower w ind conditions. Size, 11 6 • span - 122cms 

£ 15.00 Complete with 30mlr 
( 1 OOfl) flying lines and handles. 

AEROFOIL KITES 
---- 1.o4mt trca - ---

[l •···r l·-1"T.I ,,.\ 

SABREFOIL 
Designed to fly in 7mph fo 
20rnph w inds this 5 colour kite 
is really great to fly in lighter 
winds 11 recovers well w t1en 
ofher oir filled porofoils give up. 
Wind the spin turn up and unlill 
the end collapses give back 
111e line and it refills. 

£40.00 exc. lines inc. bog 

wingspan 2.20mlrs (7ft 3ins) 

£40.0 0 ex lines includes bag. 

MJt{;Ci 2! 
This kite was designed to fly in a wide 
range of winds for ifs size. In lighter w inds 
on short lines it will float around genlly. In 
stronger winds it will spin around a t high 
speed w ith no noise but the lines culling 
the air. 

£25.00 with polyester lines handles and 
bog. 

------ 2 mclres - -----

·P · ty. . 

~~~ ~: 
; 

rBoifloVo 

St•OT•ON 
precise. 90 degree corners on 
your squares. 180 degree turns 
on your groundsweeps, 

SPOT ON is a precise kite. 
Reduced pull in stronger winds. 

w ingspan 230cm (7ft 6ins) 

£60.00 without lines wi th bog. 

IIOXI~U 
Tricks Tracking and Wide Win<J 
Range all in one package 
Self lensioning trailing edge 
filled tricks line. 
226cms(7fl 5ins) Wingspan 

£85 ex lines inc bog. 

Mail order to 
Free Spirit Kites 

Wes t Midlands House. 
Qqpsq lane. Wi//enha/1. 

West Midlands. WVI3 2HA Busier Blood Vessel is powerful!. 
This kite is not recomended for 
beginners os it requires good Further inf'o Phone Oave on 
balance to handle the power in Workshop 0121 609 7250 
medium to strong winds. Fax. 0121 609 7001 
£70.00 excluding lines includes bag Home 01902 782190 

All ki tes in Carrington ripstop nylon This is jusl a small selection New Ki les Every Week. 
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.. · ... FLEDGE 
Kite made by Anne & Eddie Megrath 



LO-DO - (LO-w aspect ratio e-DO) 

Materials Required 
Sail- 65cm x 3 I Ocm Ripstop Nylon or Polyester 
Pockets and Patches - Scraps of ripstop 
About 8m of 701b to I OOib bridle line 
IS x IScm (approx) pieces of701b line 
5 x I m (approx) pieces of 701b bowstring line 
Spars- All Glass fibre 
6.35mm x 31 Ocm (approx) -Spine 
5 x 4mm x 62cm (approx) -Cross spars 
4 x 3mm x 60cm - cornertensioningspars 
Electricians PVC adhesive tape preferable the same colour as spar material 
2 x 6.351nternal diameterferrules 

Instructions 

5 x aluminium bow string adjusters 
I 0 x 4mm end caps 
2 x 6.35mm endcaps 
4 x 3mm endcaps 

*Read through these instructions before you begin·* 

Cut ripstop sail to dimensions indicated. This includes 
the seam allowance. lt may be more economical to make 
the sail out of two pieces if you have a broad piece of 
ripstop. This is OK and makes no difference to 
performance. Hem all around the sail using a doubled 
over hem of about 7.5mm. T his should reduce overall 
width of the sail by I .Scm on each side so the final sail will 
be around 62cm wide. If you want to applique or paint 
your sail do it now before further construction. 

Once you have finished your decoration you can 
continue. 

Making the pockets and patches. To make perfect 
pockets and patches follow these instructions and you 
should always have nice neat pockets . 

Cut as accurately as possible a rectangle of ripstop 20cm 
deep by about 40cm wide fold the piece lengthways so 
that it is I Ocm X 40cm fold it again so it is Scm x 40cm 
fold this once more but this time not quite in half but so 
that it is about 2.25cm on one side and 2. 75cm on the 
other what you now have looks like one very wide 
shallow pocket, on a glass surface using a straight edged 
piece of glass as a rule cut off pockets from this strip try to 
make them all the same width about 2cm wide each cut 
off ten or more ofth~se pockets. 

These pockets can be stored if you have spare for later 
use. 

You make the other pockets in a similar way only start 
with piece of ripstop about 25cm deep and make the final 
fold so that a longer flap extends from the pocket as in the 
diagram. 

The patches are even simpler just fold up some ripstop so 
you get 6 or 8 thicknesses and cut on all four sides into 
2.5cm squares 

To attach the pockets to the kite sew around t hree sides 
only as indicated in the diagram by the dotted lines for 
extra strength double sew over the overlapping edges. 

Attach one of the I 0 similar pockets to each corner of the 
kite the opening pointing across the width of the kite, fold 
the sail in half and mark exactly the centre on both sides 
attach two further pockets here, find the midpoint 
between the pockets again and again add the final four 
small pockets. 

Your sail should now have five pairs of pockets w hich will 
later take the bowing cross spars 

Attach the two longer pockets so that the main body of the 
pocket is NOT on the sail but extends beyond t he sail sew 
an extra line of stitching as in the diagram to secu re the flap 
adequately to the sail. 

Now sew the 3 patches to the sail where the 3 middle 
cross spars cross the mid line of the sail, rotate t he squares 
through 45 degrees so that the points point across and up 
and down the sail. 



With a fine pointed soldering iron melt holes through all the pockets and patches as,,.,,. ...... , ..... ,.. 

Take the I 5cm lengths of 701b line and melt all the ends with a cigarette lighter or 
similar to prevent fraying from the front of the sail pass the lines through the holes in 
the pockets and patches and tie in overhand knots at the back, where these are in the 
mid line oft he kite all spars must be UNDER these ties. 

\ i( 
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Fitting the spars 
Cut all 5 of the 4mm cross spars to fit and 
place w ith the end caps on into the into the 
pockets . Cut 2 x I m lengths of the 6.35mm 
spine and put one end cap onto each on the 
other end of each tape, using some electrical 
t ape the 6.35mm internal diameter ferrules, put 
these spars into the end pockets caps into pockets 
ferrules to the middle and cut the final piece of spine 
to fit not too tightly. Remove the 3 spine sections 
completely so that the corner tensioning spars can be 
added. 

These 3mm cornertensioning spars need to be taped to 
the end spine pieces in pairs they need to be placed so 
that they extend beyond the end capped end of the spine 
by 14cm, tape them at the ot her end using electricians PVC 
tape fo r about I Ocm of their length. Make sure they are 
secure so t hat when they are in place they will not twist on 
the spine. 

Reassemble t he spine and check that the corner tensioning 
spars reach the corner pockets and tension the sail evenly, 
adjust if necessary. 

Take t he 5 x I m lengths of bowline and melt all ends, attach these 
across the sail between the overhand knotted loops of line and 
using the bow adjusters bow the kite to about I Ocm at each cross 
spar. 

Bridling 
Cut t he 8m of bridle line slightly unevenly into two perhaps 4 .2m and 3.8m 
take the short length and t ie one end to the middle spar loop, take the other 
end and tie it to the next loop above, take the longer length and tie one end to 
the second cross spar up tie the other end very loosely to the to p spar loop. 
pull all the line together and tie an over hand loop s0 that the towing point is 
approximately half way between the top cross spar and the second cross spar 
down, now tighten the knot on the top bridle line where it attaches to the 
spar loop. 

This may need some adjustment depending on wind conditions. 

Now go fly 
your 
L0-00. 

Charlie Charlton 

Pockets and Patches 
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Where to meet up with The Midlands Kite Fliers 

The th (and Picnic) 

oventry Kite Festival 
Memorial Park, Kenilworth Road, Coventry 

Sunday 17 August lOam - Spm 

Coventry Kite Festival is an informal, laid back festival and we invite you to come and fly a kite, sharing with the people of 
Coventry what kite flying is all about , encouraging them to 'have ago'. 

The War Memorial Park is just under two miles south of Coventry City Centre, on theA429 Kenilworth Road. GR: Map 
140 SP 325 772. Follow either the AA 'Kite Festival' signs, orthe Park and Ride signs . Wind or no w ind the park is a very 
pleasant place to be on a summers day - enjoy a picnic under the trees, listen to the band, and fly a kite! T he park is 
popular with the public, and previous festivals have been very well attended. 

The park is available to fly in on the Saturday, but the main festival will be held on the Sunday. The park is large enough to 
accommodate both single-line and dual-line fliers , as well as an area especially set aside to occupy child ren, with 
attractions such as kite making, juggling, clown, mini fun fair, assault course, Punch &Judy, face painting, badge making 
and much more, possibly Donkey Rides and Land Train. List en to the Dance Band and then take the time to explore the 
rest of the park with its children's play area, cafe, tennis courts and gardens. 

A large car park is adjoining the single-line flying area, where most of the kite attractions are based. There are no car park 
charges , and no admission fee . Car park passes are not required . There is no actual on-site parking although access for 

loading/unloading is allowed, but all cars must be off-site by I Oam. 

There are several B&B's nearby, and a Campanile and Travel Lodge a short, easy, car journey away. For accommodation 
lists contact Tourist Information on 01203 832303 . 

Free camping is available to kitefliers on-site from the Friday evening through to the Monday morning. Toilets and 

showers, parking alongside tents in the centre of the park. Send anSAE for a camping pass and camping instructions to 
MKF, 4 Hermitage Court, Oakwood, Derby DE21 2LG. 

Kite and Family fun day at Shipley Country Park, near Heanor and llkeston, Derbyshire 
Sunday 24 August I I am onwards Map 129 SK 432 452 
Fly on our usual fly-in site and take advantage of other events also happening at the park. The park can be found by first 
following the signs for the American Adventure Theme Park from the M I or the A38, until Shipley Country Park's own 

signs appear. For more information contact Event Steward Alan Poxon on 01773 716047 

Kite flying and Making and the MG Owners Rally, Rushcliffe Country Park, Ruddington, Notts 
Sunday 14 September - I Oam onwards 
'Let 's Go Fly a Kite' is what the organisers, Rushcliffe Council, have called this day. So, come along and fly a kite at this 
rapidly developing park. Flat mown grass, free parking nearby, free admission, kite making, wind sculptures and wind 
harps, fantastic children's playground. Also, alongside the site is the Nottingham Heritage Centre, which covers an area 
of over eleven acres . All the area was formerly MOD ordnance depot and was rail connected to the Great Central main 

line. Now being restored by volunteers which includes a 2 mile round trip by steam train, cafe, museum, bus collection 
and miniature railway. A special event on the day at the Heritage Centre is a display by the MG Owners Club from I pm. 
Charges do apply from £2.50. For more information on the Heritage Centre phoneO I IS 940 5705 . 

How to get there: Situated three miles south of Nottingham city Centre just off the A52 ring Road and the main A60 
(via the small roundabout at Ruddington), and seven miles north of Loughborough. lt is sign posted in both directions. 

For more information on the kite event contact Event Steward Tim Curwood on 01949 81712, or phone MKF on 01332 
669203. 

~~(~ 



The War Memorial Park 

The Kenilworth Road 

The War.Memorial Park is j .under two miles south of Coventry City Centre, on the 
KenilworthRoad. Follow either e AA 'Kite Festival' signs, or the Park and Ride signs. 

The large car park is adjoining .... single-line flying area, where most of the ~<-i+o····~~w;'~;t:firiRQ; 
are based. There are no car p charges, and no admission fee. Car 
required. 

The park is large en~bQh 
accommodate both s ingle-lin 
dual-line fliers, as well . 
especially set aside > T 

children with attracfio 
kite making, juggling, 
assault course, punch .· . . ........ .. · .. 
music, donkey rides, face painting; < 

b~gie,mak1t1Qalnd,lmu<;.bn~9 



3rd Ashfield Kite Festival, The Lawn Park, Sutton in Ashfield, Notts 
Sunday 28 September I Oam- 5pm 
An informal event well attended by the local public. Kite retailers, kite workshop, mini fun fair rides, music, Punch and 
Judy. Separate arena for single line and dual line kites. The event, and car parking, is free to fliers and public, w ith special 
car parking arrangements for club fliers- no passes required. Free on-site camping is offered for the Saturday night, and 
the site is available to fly on all day Saturday too- send SAE to the club address for a map/camping guidelines. 

How to get there- easily located fromJ28 of the M I interchange withtheA38. Travel alongtheA38towards Mansfield 
then follow the Kite Festival signs. Turn left at traffic lights into Station Road, past Wickes DIY and the entrance to the 
park is on your right . 

Braunstone Park, Gooding Avenue, Leicester 
Sunday 5 October I Oam- 5pm GR: Map 140 SK 557 037 
Join us at one of our favourite flying sites . Large, usually, mown area, with onsite parking. Also held in conjunction with 
the Fighter Kite Club (contact Ashley Day on 0116 267 4308 for info). For map/fly-in information contact the club 
address below. 

One Sky One World Day: 
Sunday 12 October All day 
MKF members will be flying a kite for World Peace at local meets at Sundorne Playing Fields, Shrewsbury- contact Tony 
Slater on 01743 235068, and at Warwick Racecourse, Warwick- contact Terry Cresswell on 0121 624 0656. 

Family Fun Day, Botanical Gardens, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
Sunday 19 October I O.OOam - 5pm 
Our regular annual visit to Birmingham's beautiful Botanical Gardens (BBBG!!). The grounds are beautiful, the hot 
houses are hot, and the cafe is always full of delicious food . The family fun day consists of magic, mime, music, (mmm) 
bouncy castles, kite making, juggling clowns , circus skills and (for the more refined), artists, craftsmen and women and 
craft sales . Outside is the children's playground, birds, animals trees and plants galore. Come and fly a (single-line) kite 

and get in free- only if you apply for a pass from the usual MKF address. Be warned though, there is not much space, but 
we do have fun trying! 

Autumn Kite Flying Day, Stafford Castle, Newport Road, Stafford 
Sunday 26 October I I am- 5pm Map 127 SJ 902 223 
Our regular biannual venue on the top of the hill, at one of the most historic sites in Staffordshire. Not a lot of room, but 
is very well attended by the public. Paul and Helen Morgan of Skybums of Shrewsbury sell their wares, Earthworks 
galore to marvel at, visitor centre to visit , kite making workshop, and see those flying legs! No parking at the t op of the 
hill, car parking charges waived for kitefliers. I ,000 foot height clearance applied for. Contact Event Steward Andy on 
0 I 773 820426 for more information. 

Please note: All events are liable to alteration or cancellation. 
lt is advisable to check that the event is going ahead before travelling. 

For more details on any of these events send a SAE to the club address shown below. 

4 Hermitage Court. Oakwood. Derby. Dni1LG. (! 

MIDLANri
4

SKi*E FLIERS\~ 
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TEL: 01332. ''92.03 
MKF on the Internet • 
© Midlands Kite Fliers 
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Harry's lady, that's our Mable, 
was sitting at the kitchen table, 
dreaming dreams of far away 
not thinking at all about today. 

Her mind was on a higher plain, 
with plans for a "Dancing Diamond' train, 
twenty five or maybe more, 
haven't made up my mind for sure. 

"What's up Gel?". said Harry beaming, 
"It's no good sitting there a dreaming, 
Get off your bum and lets get going, 
If you want that train better do some 

KITEABILITY, Yes indeed, 
they can help our every need, 
lots of ripstop, greens and blues, 
lots of colours, many hues. 

i 

"How many colours did you say, 
again KITEABILITY saves the day 
colours ranging from black to ite, 
keeps us sewing by day and nig t". 

Cutting, stitching, busy, 
just to watch them makes y 
Up till midnight, finishe twenty, 
"Got enough ripstop, yes, there's plenty". 

Spared and bridled, 1 
"How's the wind, its 
Up they fly, don't t 
All different colou 

k lines ready, 
ice and steady". 
y look fine! 

, that's twenty nine. 

Mable's very tir d, but happy, 
The diamond tra looks very snappy. 
Settle back no take a rest, 
Rely on KITEAB ITY, they are the best. 

t 
' ' ' \ ' 

STOCK:- The nev •Kites• book by 
Ron Mou1ton and PatL1oy d. 

SOON:- PAPER WINGS OVER JAPAN 
by Scott Skinner. 

AVAILABLE.S.A.E. please. 

2. Garfield Road, Enfield, Mictllesex EN3 4RP Tel & Fax: 0181-804 9080 

Proprietor: Mrs. P. Del 



A Y1s1T To CHINA 
APRIL 1997 

W e caught wind that 
Stafford Wallace was 
planning to take a group 

of interested flyers to represent 
England at 3 Chinese Kite Fest ivals in 
April of this year. So whatever it took 
to get time off from work we were 
going to be on that plane ... and we 
were, along with 7 others (BKF were 
well represented with Carolyn & 
Jerry Swift and ourselves) as guests 
of the Chinese Government to China. 
After a 10 hour flight we arrived for an 
overnight stop in Beijing before an 
internal flight down to Nanj ing. The 
delay at the airport resulted in 
entertainment watching Jerry & 
Carolyn making miniature kites, with 
us searching for tooth picks, paper 
and line for the indoor flying, a few 
test flights and adjustments and we 
had take off. 
On arrival in Nanjing we discovered 
our hosts were diverting us to an 

the newsletter of the brlghton kite flyers 

to be an experience never to be forgotten In Nanjing we went by cab to search 
for kites to buy and surprisingly found Thai Chi and ballroom dancing in the 
park at 1pm with no purchase of kites! The closing ceremony resulted in England 
being presented with a trophy along with the other 11 countries or so (for what? 
we don't know!). 
After a night spent in a sleeper train with 3 tier single bunks in open carriages 
and extended bladders (the hole in the floor was worse than British train loos!) 
we arrived in Weifang for the 14th International Kite Festival. A spectacular 
opening ceremony took place at the 1/4 million full stadium with our placard 
showing "The Stafford Wallace England T earn", hang on, where was Stafford? ... 
behind the India placard! Don't worry BKF and other club shirts were there in 
force. Half an hour from the city was the massive flying area w here 
approximately 200+ kites decorated the sky, and for those of us who escaped 

unexpected one 
night stop-over 
for a kite festival 

r---------------------. the photo, autograph and interview 

in Changzhou. 
The following 
morning we were 
shuffled into 
minibuses along 
with other 
foreign guests 

stampede, an opportunity to inspect 
the fine detail of the kites (they have 
got to be seen to be believed), and 
barter at the local trade stalls to a 
quarter of the asking price. There was 
dust, dust and dust , with plenty of 
early morning breeze and line 
tangling. The closing ceremony 24 
hours later was ACE (video available 
for those interested). Our stay 
included a visit to a fascinating kite 

and led by a 
flashing blue light 
convoy to a well L..._ __________________ ___. museum (where BKF bought up the kite 

policed flying area with overhead 
live lines! There were no winds 
LUCKILY! so plenty of running took 
place. 
We moved onto Nanjing for the next 
festival where police convoys 
continued and our royal waves, 
including Wellard 's, entertained the 
Chinese. This opening ceremony 
included a parade around the Stadium 
behind the Union Jack before an 
excellent display of kites:- beautiful 
dragons, butterflies, eagles etc. made 
from bamboo, silk or paper, no 
carbon! In Nanjing we all flew 
successfully off the palace roof top 
where light warm winds and pagodas 
set the scene. An evening out on the 

streets for a drink with Jerry, 
Carolyn and a translator proved 

pins!), a kindergarten visit for a return to youth, a bicycle ride for those who 
braved it! and lunch in a farmer's house. Jerry & Carolyn found an old 
established kite maker who checked individual kites we bought, re-bridled and 
shaved back the bamboo where necessary. 
A delay in departure time found us all gambling in a sweep stake guessing what 
time we would eventually be picked up, if at all! 9am became 11.45am. Three 
hours later the police convoy eventually found our next stop in Quingdao. 
Another unexpected one night stop-over in a hotel in a new development zone 
greeted us, no water in the pool, recycled food and miles from anywhere ... but 
us flyers we made the most of it and flew out in front of the hotel- to the surprise 
of local field workers. 
The next 2 nights were in a hotel directly on the beach with its own Karaoke 
taken over by us flyers. This was Quingdao's 1st kite festival. Here light or non 
existent winds at ground level posed problems for some, Stafford just could 
not get his kite up and was flummoxed to see, lOOm's up above his head, our 
roller kites sitting gracefully in a steady breeze of the sea ... makes a change! 
Packed lunches of chicken, rice, egg and mineral water were enjoyed on the 
beach whilst crowds drew to watch teddy bear drops. 
Our final stop was back in Beijing where we all enjoyed the 
afternoon in Tianamen Square flying kites in an unstable w ind [> 



along with hundreds of others, purchasing kites from bicycle sellers, crowds 
formed to watch bear dropping (guess who?), an Indian kite flyer (guess who?) 
and changing of the guards! 
Well what a fascinating 3 weeks in China. Three festivals became four, with 
chances to see and fly kites, police convoys everywhere, a magnetic pull of 
Chinese people wherever we went, early mornings, extended bladders like 
never before, evenings of getting to know Jerry & Carolyn over the only 
bottles of port in China! and, of course, a chance to see the sights and fly off the 
Beijing waiL even if House Rok ended up in a tree (rescued by a Chinese girl!). 
If any of you budding kite enthusiasts want to see or hear more feel free to 
contact us. lt's an experience not to be missed. We recommend it. 

NoRMA & M1cK HousE 

RAY CoMEs HoME ••• To SALISBURY, H1s BIRTHPLACE 

I was sponsored to participate in the Sal isbury Sky Hoolie Kite Festival at 
the beginning of September 1996 and to join in with all of the other 
weekend happenings that were put on by the Salisbury District Council's 

Leisure Department. And happenings they certainly were, as good as I have 
ever seen in my worldly travels. What a modern city Salisbury has become 
what a difference 46 years has made! 
The basic idea is that everything will be linked in some way to Salisbury -

· famous people, local people and the people that have made their mark in the 
World. I think the people of Salisbury will remember the week's activities for a 
long time to come ... I know I shall. The whole city was buzzing with things too 
numerous to mention in this art icle, but I must mention (and give 10 out of 10) for 

GO 
Cl'j 
the ne•sletter •• the brltht••llllte flyers 

wind?, because after Hi s Nibs 
(meaning the Mayor, I think!) has 
finished his speech we want you to 
officially open the festival with a 
three kite ballet to music ... can you do 
it?" No problem Neil- leave it to Big 
Daddy! What the hell was I saying?! I 
bent down and picked up a small 
bird's feather and tossed it up in the 
air ... it fell straight down like a rock! So 
anyway, I set up my Pro Dancer kites 
(from Skyburners, USA) with 501bs 
test line, took off my shirt and the sun 
felt good ... wish I did!... come on wind! 
Well the Mayor finished his speech, I 
looked at both the organisers and 
they were standing there wi th arms, 
legs, toes and fingers crossed. The 
sound man gave me the sign that the 
music was rolling, the music I had 

the Saturday evening events that took f"""":'~~~,.,...---....,...--------------, chosen was· 'You 
Are The Wind 
Beneath My 
Wings'! At that 
very moment I 
felt a slight 
breeze on my 
back... and that 
was all I needed. 
Up went the · 
centre kite then
the two outside 
ones, just as the 

place at the Elizabeth Gardens. it' s a 
very lovely and tranquil spot with a 
beautiful view of the renowned 

Cathedral. There was an open air 
concert starring major local 
celebrities, backed up with a 
whole range of visual attractions 
including coloured water 
fountains, f ine sculptures and laser 
and searchlight kite flying. The 

TIRROR Fj tGHT OttKITE 
FRoM THE SIMNEwspAJist 02 JtH 1997 . ~ . .. 

·A·_•·- · ··· terr.·_i.;f··.·.·ied ma~~ wa_s .lifted ... l.2ft into l he air an~ 
.·. blown toward a cliff edge yesterday- os he flew 

his kite. 
Strong wincl~~ould ha~e draggeg tb.e 33-y~r~old man I() 
his death. But,he let go of the kite and escaped;wifh minor 
injuries. Passers-by near the notorious Beachy Head cliffs 
in Sussex managed to rei rieve the kite. 

grand finale was fireworks, dancing 
water fountains and laser lights which NtcoLA PmAM{SuPPI.tEti BY RAY0AKHtLL) 
were all synchronised to the best L-.;..-------------------------' music started -
music and sound system money can buy. Thousands and thousands of people 
were thrilled and captivated by the whole of the evening's events. 
The next day was the Kite and Sky Hoolie festival that the Cunning Stunts kite 
shop owners had been planning since last year ... today was the day. I arrived at 
Hudson Field at around 9.30am and was greeted warmly by the festival 
organisers Neil and Martin, and also by Mark Coventry and Geoff Murray
both multiple kite flyers whom I have not seen since 1993. lt was a beautiful 
day, sunny and warm with a dear blue sky, about 2000 spectators had already 
arrived along with kite flyers from all over. lt was great to see so many old 
friends - what more could one wish for? ... WIND!!... there was none! Not a 
whisper, not a blade of grass was moving! 
I had been well advertised over the last week by the media, and a lot of my old 
school mates had come especially to see me - plus quite a few old girlfriends 
that I had long time forgotten ... well some anyway! Some of my relations were 
also there, some that I had not seen for over 20 years and some that I had never 
ever seen. 
About 5000 spectators had now collected and were waiting for the show to 
start... so when does this World Champion show us his stuff?! Neil, the 
organiser, said "Ray - have you got anything in your kite bag that will fly in no 

and I managed to keep them in flight 
unti l the sounds faded away. Neil had 
a big grin on his face and said "Good 
stuff Ray!" 
The wind was back to zero again but 
we had to entertain the spectators 
somehow. Geoff Murray said "I flew 
from the back of a motorcycle once", 
so I asked Mark and he said " let 's try 
it!". So three motorbikes were brought 
in to the arena which was huge, so 
there was plenty of room. The three of 
us sat on the back seats facing 
backwards, gave the word to go and 
off we went, flying two kites each and 
chasing each other around and 
around the arena like bats out of 
hell! lt was a blast and the 
spectators loved every moment 



-the danger aspect always adds to the excitement. Now we had the Q e 
crowd really stirred up and wondering what was coming up next. So I 
said to Mark Coventry (the UK Multiple Kite Flying Champion) "how Cl 

about you and I making a 'First Timer'?" He said 'Tm game- what's the score?" 1....1 
and I said "let's be the first ever to fly multiple kites simultaneously on the same ~ 
motorbike!" He said "Ray - are you out of your cotton picking mind?! Do you the~te•sletterof the !Jrlehto•lllte ••v•r• 
know the danger aspect of something like this?! I mean ... I'm game if you are ... '-----------------, 
let's do it!" So Mark sat on the back seat and I stood on the back foot- rests between him and the driver. We were both 
facing backwards and off we went- it was very exciting and thrilling- we had a ball and the crowd was clapping and 
cheering After that we flew from the back of a Land Rover- the driver went over every hole he could find and I ended up 
with three damaged ribs which took ten weeks to heaL. but it never stopped me from flying! 
Later in the day the wind came up a little and we were able to give demonstrations in a normal way. Altogether the 
festival was a great success and I was glad to have been part of it. The next week I was invited to Hereford and to the 
International Bristol Kite Festival at the weekend ... but that's another story. 
I enjoyed watching all the flyers- especially the all girl team 'Dreams of Flight' from Norfolk, who put on a great show in 
spite of very low winds Well done Salisbury, you certainly have come a long way- thank you for a fantastic weekend. 
I also wish to thank my sponsors- the Salisbury District Council's Leisure Department- for their sponsorship and Cunning 
Stunts' Neil and Martin fora fantastic time at the Sky Hoolie, not to mention a great week flying at Hudson Field w ith the 
1-2-4 Club. The night flying was also great at the London Road Inn! And last but not least- thank you to Mary and Peter 
Webb for the super accommodation, you sure know how to make strangers feel welcome and I would highly recommend 
your establishment- many thanks. 
Thank you for listening! 

RAY BETHELL (VANCOUVER/ CANADA) 

14TH HAWAII CHALLENGE 
01 & 02 MARtH 1997 

0 nee again I am back in 
beautiful Hawaii ... the land 
of sunshine, palm trees and 

complete relaxation. 
This year's competitions were 
based more on the European style, 
local flyers and very family 
oriented. The lack of international 
flyers was again due to lack of 
sponsorship, none the less it was 
very well organized. Maybe it's a 
good thing that more and more local 
people are getting involved. For 
many years it was predominantly 
international flyers that competed. 
This year the winds were trade and 
pretty steady throughout the 
competition, plenty of sunshine and 
more spectators than I have seen in 
the last few years. Once again I was 
hosted by the organizer Robert 
Loera and his lovely wife Barbara at 
their beautiful 4000 square foot 
home high on top of the mountain 
overlooking Diamond Head 
beautiful ocean and beaches plus 
the concrete jungle of Waikiki. Can 
you imagine going home after 8- 10 
hours of kite flying in the tropical 
sunshine to have a shower, a good 
supper and then relax in a huge 
hot tub with jets of pulsating 

water massaging every part of your 
body and an ice cold beer within 
reach of your fingertips. Man what a 
life!! 
The day of the competitions was the 
first of March, I once again found it 
was my Birthday: "!!WOW!! where 
did that year go!!?" And once again 
my hosts and the organizers of the 
Challenge, Robert and Barbara, had 
not one - but TWO large birthday 
cakes which were shared with 
spectators who sang 'Happy 
Birthday' between mouthfuls of cake. 
lt was first come first served, and 
every man for himself. So it was not 
long before both cakes where gone 
and not a crumb was left, but I must 
admit the 6 pieces I managed to grab 
were "delicious". On top of all this 
(wow) I was given two beautiful gifts 
especially held back for this day. One 
from England and one from Germany. 
What a super surprise!! There will be 
other gifts waiting for me at home (I 
hope!) because after Hawaii I am 
sponsored to Malaysia and Thailand 
with visits to Singapore and Hong 
Kong. What a great start for a 
beautiful day and what an incentive 
to go out for the golds and also give 
the best multiple kite demonstrations 
possible! SO LET'S DO IT! 

The competitions ran very 
smoothly, with Novice and then 

Experienced Precision & Ballet, Open 
Ballet, Freestyle, Quad Line Ba llet, 
Open T earn Ballet, Train Kite Ba llet, 
and Buggy Racing. They managed to 
get through all the events in the first 
day, so that would mean a real fun 
day on Sunday with plenty of 
demonstrations by individuals and 
teams to thrill the crowds. 
lt was well covered by TV and the 
news media and I was pleased 
coming away with two golds, a silver, 
two live performances on TV, plus one 
videoed to be aired in a months t ime. I 
was also awarded "The Spirit Of 
Aloha Cup". I am the first 'individual' 
ever to w in this cup and it is indeed an 
honour and one more notch in my belt, 
but it also means I have to go back to 
the land of beautiful Hawaii next year 
to take the Cup back. Oh well it's a 
dirty job but some one has to do it. 
"RIGHT?" 
I would like once aga in to thank 
Robert & Barbara Loera for their 
hospitality and friendship plus being 
perfect hosts. Also Alan Nagao 
(Captain of T earn High Performance) 
for sponsoring me throughout 1996 -
97 w ith the Platinum kites by Fa lhawk 
Co Ltd. Thank you Alan they are a 
pleasure to fly. I am the envy of many! 

RAY BETHELL 

(VANCOUVER/ CANADA) 



MALAYSIA 97 was exactly as it 
was - subtle and 

W asldreamingorwhat?Not "ONE" but "TWO" beautiful. I came 
fully sponsored trips to Malaysia and to love the people 
Thailand and once again having the honour of and was 

QOI 
Cl'j 

representing Canada at these world class kite festivals. fascinated by the ne•sletter of the brlfhtoo.lllte flyers 
Also visits to Hong Kong and Singapore. "WOW" I thought their culture. 
I was lucky in 1996 having 16 sponsored trips ... what a All the international guests stayed at the very modern 
great start for 1997. I hove already been to the UK and Hotel Selesa where we were very well looked after. 
Hawaii and now the Orient. I thought "Please!! Don't pinch Good food, but a little too spicy for me, and the rooms 
me just in case I am dreaming!" were very comfortable and spacious. We were picked up 
My first article will be on Malaysia as there is too much to every morning by bus and taken to the festival site which 
talk about to put the whole adventure into one article. was only 10 minutes away, and from start to finish the 
My first stop was Hong Kong. By the ....--........ --_,..,......,....--___,.----~-----.------, festival was 
way, if you have never travelled by AJiTUMII .HOW super organized. 

~~~h~l~s:aa~: f:~e d~ai~- ~;;~:y\~~ni~ ~t·'Ofc·' ~GLANI) $Ht;w$1to~/ARdl~t¥ . . ~~~ of~ i~o al~ 
Kong was great. I could have spent fantastic job. 

~~~~ ti~~:::e,~eh~;l: n~v~;el~fes~ t~ate: ~u~ay5 Oct~ber 199tfrom 09.00 to 17.00 ::~yw~~~h~~ ~~= 
wonder why, as I thought most of them ~:~ap Refpa7 TQ J~l: joa high 90's and the 

hod moved to Vancouver to live. + ~AA Height Clearonce: 1000ft (oppliedfor) humidity was 
My next stop was Singapore, 100%. it was 
and what an airport - it is pure ~ORIC:I(I ::'~otyOokhilll~I/Fax: 01273 306842 great seeing a 11 

pleasure to spend time there. agairt invited to demonstrate kites and the different 
The pick up crew were waiting at this show: The event is open to flyers from 
for me and were very friendly. . J lyers ()nly. Those wishing to around the 
Wehadtowaitalittlewhilefor before -1st September 1997 so world , most of 
the arrival that I can which I had met 

of two Australian organise free before and 
lady flyers, entry to the others who were 
whomlhodmeta showground , very easy to 
couple of t imes otherwise you make new friends 
before in OZ and will have to pay! with. 
NZ. They were The sport kite 
spending a few RAY OAKHttL flyers were given 
days in 
Singapore 
before going to 
Malaysia. 
Singapore is a 
City of many 
sights and is rich 
in colour and 
contrasts, it is 
located along the 
very active East
West sea lanes. 
This Island 
country is a . 
tropical fantasy, where the old and new go hand in hand. I 
sow luxurious limousines and trishaws waiting together 
for the traffic lights to change, and all the bustling bazaars 
make it a shopper's paradise. 
Malaysia is about 50km from Singapore. it was a very 
interesting drive and soon we were through the Singapore 
and Malaysia customs. Our pick up crew took care of all 
the formalities and we were now on the Johore causeway. 
The wheels of progress seemed to have stood still here, it 
was like going back in time, os most of what I was seeing 

------~ our own 
area to demonstrate in and 
once again I had the 
privilege of sharing the field 
with the esteemed Boy Area 
Sundowners. it is always a 
pleasure to work with these 
guys. Also sharing our field was David 
Brittian, and the new French 5 man 
Tea m "Keops", lead by Pierre Marzin 
a winner of titles at the highest level 
for several years. With his leadership 
this T earn will go far. Between all of us 
we kept the thousands of spectators 

spellbound. There were so many different events to keep 
the spectators happy from early morning 'tillate evening 
every day, and thousands showed up for the night fly. 
There was some great single line flying by the Malaysions 
using their traditional WAU kites and some of them were 
pieces of art, so beautifully made. 
The day before the final day we had a dry run for 
demonstrations to His Royal Highness Sultan of 
Johore. Everything went smoothly, we had good 
winds and I was up first , then the French T earn and 



the Boy Area Sundowners 
and so on. We all were pre
briefed for the next days 
performance by 
international flyers. 
The next day at 3pm hi s Royal 
Highness arrived. They hod gold 
carpets laid out. We were all standing 
at our own countries markers. The 
Sultan was sitting on his throne and he 
kind of looked at me As you know I 
read lips pretty good and I am not 
sure but I think he said, while turning 
around to his wife, "look there's Ray 
Bethell", and I think she replied "Oh! 
Good Stuff!" 
Then he come and presented each 
country with a gift and shook hands, 
and thanked us for coming to their 
festival. So let the demonstrations 
begin. I was first to give a 
demonstration and would you believe 
it not a whisper, not a blade of gross 
moved. Thank god for the Pro 
Dancers, my music started and I was 
up and away and managed to get a 
couple of minutes in, then it was the 
French team's turn. They were up but 
hod to run backwards 400 yards and 
then Christian Conus fell backwards 
on to a buggy and severely in jured his 
back and was rushed to a hospital. On 
its way the ambulance was in on 
accident and Pierre Morzin sustained 
injuries to his knee and spent two days 

at the hospital too. Christ ian was 
operated on the next doy. l hove 

not heard but I do hope that 
he makes a full recovery 

and is back flying with the 
rest of the team real soon. 

FAMILY KITE FLYING DAY 
lELSCOMBE lYE/EAST SuSSEX 

+ Map Ref: 198 TQ 392 017 

+ Date: Sunday 14 September from 
10.00 to 17.00 

+ CAA Height Clearance: 1500ft 

+Contact: Ray Oakhill T ei/Fox: 01273 306842 

T his event has been requested by the Telscombe Town Council to 
promote the public use of T elscombe T ye and to introduce kite flying os 
a recreation for the general public. T elscombe T ye is a very large stretch 

of common downlond where the first ever Brighton Kite Festival was held in 
August 1979. There will be no arena or organised competitions, but there may 
be on ad hoc Rokkoku fight if there ore enough experienced flyers to compete. 
lt is expected that there will be a food stalL but if not, there is a brand new pub, 
serving food all day, just across the rood! 
Vehicles ore not allowed on the Tye, so cars will hove to be parked on roods to 
the East of the flying site, or on the lay-by at the top of the hill on the A259. If 
you wont to pork close, get there early. No posses ore required and there is no 
camping on site. 

RAY0AKHILL 

40Cl0+ hours of computer 
time, countless 
prototypes and 
8 complete re
designs later ... 

For the next two days our hosts..----------------------------------' 
took us on some fantastic tours and 
wined and dined us. Thank you Hoji 
Hussin Bin Horon, lsmoil Bin Mottoib 
and everyone else involved in putting 
on and inviting me to your 3rd 
International Kite Festival at Posir 
Gudong, Johore, Malaysia. I will 
remember your festival and your 
hospitality for many years to come. 
Thanks for listening! 

RAY BETHELL (VANCOUVER/CANADA) 

E-mail Address: 
roymond_ bethell@mindlink.bc.co 

Web Page Address: 
http:/ /mindlink.net/roymond_ bethell 

~ 

Do YouR BIT FoR THE BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL 
foR MEMBERS RECEIVING THIS BEFORE THE fESTIVAL DATE: 12 & 13 JULY 1997 

I f you would like to volunteer your time, if only for on hour, towards helping 
to make this year's festival at Stonmer Pork yet another successful one
please contact the following. Any help would be greatly appreciated. 

+ Safety Marshalling: Simon Hennessey (T el: 01273 4157 63) 
+ Children's Kite Workshop: Norma & Mick House (T el: 01273 696421) 
+ BKF Information Tent: Ken Boddy (T el: 01403 710688) 



BKF MERCHANDISE 
PRINTED CLOTHING: 
25cm x 25cm BKF logo centred front and back print 
letters: Black/Sun: Yellow /Kite: Hot Pink 

+Tee Shirt (Printed): Sizes: Jnr (30-32"1/S/M/l/Xl/XXl 
Price: £10.00 1+£1.50 P&P) Colour: White 

+ Sweatshirt (Printed): Sizes: Jnr (30-32"1/S/M/l/Xl/XXl 
Price: £15.00 1+£2.50 P&P) Colour: White or Birch Grey 

+Hooded Sweatshirt (Printed):Sizes: Jnr (30-32")/S/M/l/Xl/XXl 
Price: £20.00 1+£2.50 P&P) Colour: Birch Grey 

EMBROIDERED CLOTHING: 
6cm x 6cm BKF logo on left breast/Name option underneath at no extra cost 
letters: Black/Sun: Yellow /Kite: Hot Pink/(Your name in black lettering) 

+ Sweatshirt (Embroidered): Sizes: S/M/l/Xl 
Price: £20.00 (lncl P&P) Colour: White 

+Polo Shirt (Embroidered): Sizes: S/M/l/Xl 
Price: £18.00 (lncl P&P) Colour: White 

OTHER MERCHANDISE: 
+ Cloth Patch (Embroidered): Size: 7 cm x 7 cm BKF logo 

Price: £2.50 (lncl P&P) Colour: White background 
Note: No name option 

+ Pin (Enamel): Size: 2.5cm x 2.5cm BKF logo 
Price: £3.00 1+£0.50 P&P) Colour: letters: Brass/Sun:Yellow/ 
Note: £3.50 (+P&P) To non members Kite: Red/Background: Black 

Please Note: lt is advisable to phone first to check that the item(s) in the 
size(s) you require is in stock. Availability is subject to stock held and prices 
subject to change without prior notification. Delivery times depend upon item. 

To Order: Please send your name, address, phone number, choice of item, 
size required and name to be embroidered (if desired) printed clearly plus a 
cheque/POmade payable to 'The Brighton Kite Flyers' to either: 

+ For Printed Clothing: Simon Hennessey 
18 Southdown Road/Portslade/East Sussex/BN412HN/T el: 01273 4157 63 
+For Embroidered Clothing & Other Merchandise: Ray Oakhill 
'Spindrift'/6 Hartfield Road/Saltdean/Brighton/East Sussex/BN2 8RE 
T ei/Fax: 01273 306842/E-mail: rao@mistral.co.uk 

GOI 
CI'J 
tha na•slattar or tha brlthloolllta rlyars 

CALLING ALL Pill PRATS! 

A new BKF enamel pin wi 11 
soon be available; design as 
before but with a d ifferent 

colour for the kite and background. 
There will also be 25 limited edition 
boxed sets of four pins up fo r grabs. 
See next issue for full details. 

UsE THIS SPACE ••• 

T hanks to all of this issue's 
contributors. Anything sent to 
the Editor will be considered 

for print unless marked othe rwise. 
Please send material (including a 
stamped SAE for items requiring 
return) for the October issue by 1 
September 1997to ... 

T oody Oakhill 
BKF Editor 
Top Flat 
6 Bath Street 
Brighton 
East Sussex 
BN13TB 
(T ei/Fax: 01273 321397) 

Whilst every core is token to get the detoils 
correct in 'Aerodyne', the BKF cannot accept 
responsibility for any 
errors or omissions that 

·may occur. Opinions 
expressed ore not 
necessarily those of the 
Editor or the Brighton 
Kite Flyers. 

FURTHER BKF IIIFO ••• 

+ BKF Web Page Addres s: 
http:// www.net I ink.co.uk/ users/ 
webman/bkf /bkf.html 

+Co-ordinator and 
Membership Secretary: 
Ray Oakhill: T ei/Fax: 01273 306842 
E-mail: rao@mistral.co.uk 

+ Brighton Kite Festival: 
Estelle Barton & Paul Thody le/ o Air 

Born Kites): T el: 01273 67 67 40 
Fax: 01273 67 67 52 



(As Seen On TV) 
Flexifoil, Highflyers, Powerhouse, HQ Kites 

Eolo Gayla and Others 
Windy Kites and other Single Line Kites. 

Kite Accessories and Kitemaking Materials 
Dacron and Dyneema Une, Straps, 

Cardocaster and Halo Reels, Handles 
Buggies, Videos. Repairs. 

Books, including Our Own AEOLUS 
Banners and Large Ripstop Tails to Order. 

Large Heavy Duty Kite Holdalls, 
Only £23.50 . 

(1 .4m with O.Sm Extension, fully 
Zipped, Side Pockets(zipped), 
Hand and Shoulder Carry Straps.) 

Catalogue on Request 
Trade Enquiries Welcome 

Mailorder a Speciality. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Tel (01208) 862993 

The Mowhay, Trebetherick, Polzeath, 

Nr Wadebridge, CORNWALL PL27 6SE 

Old you know 
That These People 

1) Take Trade-In Klle!l 
2) Now glv!t 10% Ol!lcount For Cash 
3) Clur Old Stock By Knocking 25% 

on 
4) Are 4 Line Spedallst!l 
5) Hav& An Ex-Demo/Display Bargain 

Board 
6) Hav& Th~t Blgge!lt Selection Of 

New Kltll!l In Kent 
7) Are Near A B~tach Flying Slle 
8) WJn Atway!l Try And Make lt Worth 

·Your Petrol Money To Come To 
Them For Your Naw Kite 

9) Make Air Brakes 
10) Do Man Order 
11) Are Helpful And 

Friendly 
12/ Yiani Your Cus\om 

Find .,. oppo•lle Whltet•ble llbr•ry. 

I.C.KITES~ 
A WIDE VARIETY OF 

KITES AND ACCESSORIES 
AUAILABLf BY MAIL ORDER 

FLY OUR RANGE AT THE NORTHAMPTON KITE 
FLY·IN ON THE FIRST SUNDAY Of EUERY MONTH 

FROM I OAM TO 4PM AT THE NORTHAMPTON 
RACECOURSE. ST GEORGES AUENUE. 

BEAR 

I 
FREE BROCHURE CALL:· ~ 
01604843314 / "' 
12 WILLOW CLOSE I 
SPRATTON 
NORTHAMPTON (~\ 
NN6 8JH 'W 

kl I EJ aw. 

MME 

After 2 Years in Germany 

klfti.S ~.,.. 
is back 

with 

Kites and Accessories 
From 

Well-Known, Known And 
Less-Known Manufacturers 

new 
Cody 

with Top Sail 

Wind toys 
Triad em 
Sa torn 

The climax-System 
Lines for Kites 

~@1!.1!. 'U' 
for transport& comfort 

For KITE LIST and INFO contact 

lkl'fiU .. N4IUI 
18 Water Lane- Threekingham, Nr. Sle~ 

Lincs. NG34 OBE 

• & Fax: 01529 241000 

Email: KitesMore@AOL.COM 



The Journal of the BEARLY MADE IT SKYDIVE SQUAD . The INTERNATIONAL BROTHER AND 

SISTERHOOD of PARACHUTING FAUNA AND the U.K. TED DEVILS. MINDLESS DRIVEL CONT ENT 

exceeds 100%. POLITICALLY INCORRECT and we dont give a Toss. Po Faced free Zo n e . 

Torn to Shreds 7 ~~~ ~~~A~~~~ ~ R~~~~~ 
BUT NOT WHERE AND 

e HOW VIC WALKER INT-
ENDED ....... . ... .. . 

What was Torn to Shreds was Vies much heralded attempt at the Swindon Kite Fe st . 
As well as torn, Vie and his Crew were in turn Battered, Blasted, Drenched a n d Deaf 
~ned by high Winds, Torrential Rain, Hail and Thunder and Lightnig. 

Really was a shame as Vie h ad put a vast amount of effort, and a not inc o nside
rate a mount of Dash into what he regarded as his personal Holy Grail, a new Class 
(Classic ) Parafauna World Record. As Vie said, it was high time that the re c ord, 
which had stood for nearly 10 years was broken. 

Notwithstanding all the time and effort that had gone into Vies attempt, he had 
also enl i sted BBC T.V 's Recordbreakers to document the event for a future pr o gram. 

Alas , it was not to be. after sruggling for some three hours to load the Bears, 
and having to deal with various lifter Kite problem s , Vie and his crew had t o admit 
defeat. The T.V. crew departed, as they could only film on the first day of t he Fest 
but they did leave a Camera behind, just in case the second day of the Fest was bet
ter. It was'nt, if anything the second day was more ghastly than the first. Oh to 
be in England now that Spring is here, Pass the Sickbag Alice. 

So, if the good old British Weather decides as usual to Kick Five kinds o f you 
know what out of your Record attempt, wh at do you do? What you do is a week l ater, 
get thys e lf hence to almost the same venue, and a~tempt the whole thing once mor e. 

That s how Vie and the Crew happened to be up on the Infamous Cow Pat Hil l , oh, 
all righ t , Barbury or Barbary even, Castle, for the pedantic, the following S unday, 
the 18th of May. 

At first it see med that the conditions were all set to thwart Vie again a s there 
was very little wind, however a breeze sprang up which strength
ened to where it was suitable for lofting Arthur Dibbles 
Strat 9. Loading the one hundred Bears and a so litar y 
Parachuting Cow was soon accomplished and came 
the time for the Drop. It took four people to 
pull the release, 70lb weight of Fauna, and a 
few second later, Vie and the crew were going 
kers, he had broken the record. 

For the record. 101 Fauna were dropped, 99 fully 
deployed. Two Bears were Deaded as the crew had lost 
their statics in the loading Melee. So as of Sunday 
the 18th of May 1997 the BMISS Class 1 (classic ) Rec
ord stands at 99 and is held by Vie Walker of Oxford, 
England. 

For those of you who require the Tech Specs, 
eac h of the Record breaking Bears weighed in, 
ready to drop at approx 12 oz or approx 350 gms 

/ 



lORN TO SHREDS ••••••••••• cont .... 

they stand 11" or 28 cm tall and each was eq uipp ed with a snazzy Chute of a pprox 
O.S met re dia., with 12 gores and needless to say eac h chute came wit h an individual 
pack. No details are to paw of how the s lit ary Silly Moo was equipped. 

All the bears involved in the Record Drop had a commerative Certificate, kindly 
sponsored by Dave Toml inso n of Kreative Kites, the Cert being a joint productio n of 
Bazzer Poult er, Ron Dell an d Matt Hall . We are pleased to report that all the Be ars 
involved in the Record were so ld to raise funds for a Childrens Charity nominat e d by 
Vie Walker. Vie wo uld like to thank everyone who h elpe d him,Primarily Arthur Dibble 
who lent the Strat9 lifter, Marti n Croxton who took care of t h e lifting si d e, Da ve 
and Jane Jones an d all the other n ame l ess heroes and heroines who made t h e reco r d 
possible . Without the unsung, the record coulclno t have been broken. 

BMISS CLASS 2 Du~p GOE§, YET AGAIN ...•........ 

Its all h appe nin g , not only ha s the Class record be e n broken 
yet again our Antipodean chums have hoi sted the Class 2 Record to 
SOD Bears, and they broke the Record in a very novel way. 

At the Avalon Airshow Dave Benson and hi s 
crew took SOD Bears aloft in a He l icopter, 
then Jumped out with bundles of Bears 
strapped to their chest s . 

One minu te int o their descent the 
Hum e Parachutists re l eased the Bear s, all 
n amed Bruce and equipped wit h a n individual 
Plastic Chute each, wait for it , Stapled to one lughol ~ 

ooh, narsty ( al l complaints to the Antipodeans please ) 

Needless to say all these perforated Bears were 
h a lf inched, by the usual hord es of anklebiters 
seem to co me from nowhere. In view of the novel 
method of dropping these Bears, o n e wonders if 
the Aussie equivilent of the C.A .A. are a bit 
mo re relaxed about Parachutists dumping stuff, 
as here it is illegal to dump objects from Aircraft, Parachutes and the like, u n less 
specia l dispensation is given.Anyway, mo re power to the Au ssies elbow,next stop, 1000 ? 

Thanks furry much ••• Jonty, finance chief KeYin Hudson; and A/ice 

By MARK SOLOMONS 

TEDDY bear makers Jonty 
and Alice Cr_ossick got their 
paws on £500,000 after ask
ing for a loan to open a branch 
in Japan. 

BEAR-ONAUT 
Teddy bear Ramanaut 

is orbiting E a rth in Rus 
sia's Mir spa ce station. 
Children fro m Reigate 
school. Derby , sent it up 
in a supply rocket. 

t giants 3i stumped 
up the cash after 
hearing how oriental 
tourists sna p up their 
bears in t h e UK. 

Now th e English 
Teddy Bear Company , 
which has 11 shops in 
places incl u ding Cam
bridge and · Covent 
Garden, is to open a Far 
East branch. 

Jonty said: " Given the 
tourist mar k et, Japan 
seemed the ideal place." 

Jonty a n d Alice 
opened their first branch 
at Bath . in 1991. The 
firm makes a nd designs 
bears plus clothes and 
accessories - and sales 
last year hit £4million. 



Wacky art gets an airing 
GENTEEL Bexhill had 
never seen anything 
quite like it. 

The historic De La 
Warr Pavilion was 
transformed into a 
moving piece of art as 
teddy bears dressed 
in flying gear were 
catapulted 30ft 
through the air, the 
fire brigade rescued 
people off t he roof, a 
choir dressed as 
cleaners chanted and 
sweets rolled down 
interlocking plastic 
bottles. 

The bizarre stunts, 
were part of artist 
Richard Layzell's 
"happening", called 
Ventilation. 

A crowd of around 
200 people braved 
Saturday's bad 
weather to follow the 
artist on a tour 
around the inside and 
outside of the Grade I 
listed building to 
experience ideas 
associated with ven
tilation. 

Bemused 
The whole experi

ence left many 
bemused. 

Richard Shaw, 27, 
of Hooe, near Bexhill, 
said: "The guy is 
barking mad. I do not · 
think anyone has any 
idea what he is doing. 

"But it's great fun 

and the kids are lov
ing it." 

Bexhill firefighters, 
celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of their 
station, joined the 
"happening" but did 
not understand its 
artistic intentions. 

Sub officer Jan 
lngram said: "lt 
enables us to show 
people what we do 
but we have no idea 
what he is upto." 

Artist Richard · 
Layzell said he did 
not mind if people 
thought he was mad 
as long as more peo
ple saw the charms of 
the · De La Warr 
Pavilion. 

m:ADY, TEDDY? Peter Finnimore prepares a bear for take-off 

BOMBING ON TH' NET .• • •••.•••• 

Mike Dallmer sent us an i~ 
em from th'net entit l ed Para
fauna Re sources. 

Being as we've sa i d, loads 
of times before,comp uter illi 
terate and boracic lint, to 
boot as well,we're not too su 
re where this, Home Page, i s 
it ?,origin a t e d. 

Nethertheless its quite 
intresting, even if it does 
contain one jlaring mistake, 
no the BOF did not write Chap . 
6 of Ron Moulton an d Pat Llo
yds book "KITES". He just hel 
ped a bit with it. 

Other than that, thi s site 
i s we ll worth a visit, and no 
y ou wa g s out there must not 
make cracks about a new bran d 
of HARPIC when you k ey ·into. 

esben coll s trup / 
ecoll®geocities.com / 
whowhatorwhereverth a tis ..... . 

IDENTITY CRISIS? .. . ........ . 

O.K. So y ou han k er a fter 
ma king a 20'Windso ck in th e 
shape of a Para Ted and y ou 
know y ou require a Mega y ard 
age of Brown Ripsto p , but it 
just so happen s tha t y ou can 
geta really good de a l on som e 
Grey Ripstop, so wh a ddya no ? 

Make the sodding thing ou t 
of Gre y , that s what yer do. 

Sho c k, Horror, I t ' s a Rat , 
A Hefalump, nope its a Dog 
'cos I can s ee th e B*****K S, 
Get out of here y ou mince Pi e 
challanged id i ots, its a Bea r 

Goes by the name of I 'ma 
as in I 'MA Windbag. I 'MA is 
getting just a little peeved 
at ha v ing Nastursiums ca s t o n 
her species~ so mu c h so that 
instead of rotating graceful l y 
when aloft, she steadfa s tl y 
flies on her back gazing sk y 
ward s as if to say, "Sod the 
lot of yer" 

So the moral o f the stor y 
is, if you have a Fat Wallet 
and can pas up a b a rgain, b y 
all means have a Br own Bear 
Windsock. If like most of us 
you are strapped f o r e xce s s 
readies have a Gre y one. 



GO WRONGS, COCKUPS, WHOOPSIES OR WHATEVER. USEFUL TIPS FOR NEW MEMBERS ....... . . .. . 

A lot of New Member s are a bit mystified as to the raison d'etre of Para Fauna. 
Its quite simple chaps and chappesses. Para Fauna must never pass up an oppor t unity 
to put s ome egg on the faces of their Dropniks, i.e. show the sods up something rot 
ten in public, preferably in front of as large a crowd as possible. Its the o n ly way 
we can get ourown back on them, and to prove that it is we who call the shots , not 
mer e Humes. 

The following represent a good selection of go wrongs, just a basic few o f many 

1. THE MALFUNCTION. Caused by Dropniks thinking the y have chute packing off p a t, not 
2. THE PREMATURE. This is good for a laugh, release yourself at about 30' or 10m. 
3 . THE COP A DEAF'UN. Especially useful when you are on apin relea se .No matte r how 

hard the y pull the trip line, s imply refuse to release. 
4. THE FRED. Unb e known st to y our Dripnik, wrap your static around one leg and dangle 

upside down. Useful, if yo u like seeing Dropniks go barmy. 
5. THE TH AS' stange. Refuse to release at a ltitude, but release perfectly wh e n they 

haul you down. Repeat 4 or 5 times, and its bound to cauaeDrop nik s to go b a llistic 
6 . THE KAMI KAZI. This is quite advanced stuff . At altitude, clock where your Drpniks 

motor is, or better s till the mo s t expensive car in the vicinity of your D . Z . 
pull a total malfun c tion and with luck yo u can end up smashing onto the r o of of 
whatever motor takes your fancy. For maximum effect, its best to do this i n the 
U.~.~. Must keep those poor lawyers in business. 

It's Hell down there 
Down where ?, at BOF Towers of course, but not to worry we think we ca n Hack it, or 
Chop it or maybe even Slash and Burn it, ( All together now, AHHHH ) 

Still, whatever we c hoose to Hack, Chop or Sand B there is always one univers al get 
out, STICK A CHUTE ON IT, and watch the Sucker Fly, And if you wishto multiply those 
by at least 110 in the case of the Class one record ( hope it does'nt take 10 years) 
or b y anythi ng you fancy in the case of C 1 ass Two ~ = ( Percentages S mer cent ages) y o o w o t 
we maybe yet again up to our necks ( ha, that got ya) in new world records. 

You can be sure that our Aussie Chums wont let the Cla ss Two record stay at 500 for 
long, and who knows maybe Vie s valiant 99 (c hange hands )s will also soon be a goner, 
All we can say is go for it. 

Its that point again in every issue of R.C. where we are desperately wonderin g if 
we have enough puff to fill up four pages. All jokes aside,sometimes its dead easy, 
at other times it is a bit of a gasp, but not this time ( eat your hearts ~ .............. 
R.C. haters, foiled again) for as the Chute s sink slowly in the west and 
the other thre points of the Compass, its time to thank those crazy 
Sods out there who took the time and trouble to sort out the 
usual choice mor se ls of mindles s drivel for your eddyfication . 

Cheers , Oakie 1, Bill Elder, ,Arthur Dibble, Mike Dallmer 
a nd last but not lea s t Vie Recordholder. 

So its the usual to the usual, c / o the BOF at the 
Teddytorial. 48 Laurel Lane, West Drayton,Middx, UB7.7TY 
U.K. Oh knickers, theres room for afew more lines before 
we run off the page. Chapter 6. Lady Penelpoe squealed 
with delight as his work roughened hands tore at her bodice 

Oi, is this R.C. or mor e from Mills and Boon, Gercha 



Impeccable 
. attention 

to detail ... 
. ..is what makes Spirit of air kites stand apart from the rest. 

ever~ Spirit of air kite. from the snapp~ little Sabre to the high precision. 
radical!~ trickable Shuriken Omega. is made with peMormance as top priorit~ . 

Thafs wh~ our fittings. fabrics and accessories are imported from all over 
the world. To make ~our kite fl~ing experience pure technical ecstas~. 

Localised Docron® 
Reinforcement 

Double Reinforced Nose 
will survive aggressive groundwork 

ver~toughand~re:s:il:ie;.n:t~-=~~::~:;;;iiiil 
Hot Cut 

Apertures 
no fra~ing 

Hig6 Accuroc 
Mec6onicolly Jig ......... ,.~ .. ,n 

technological!~ advanced 
reliable performance 

Custom Mode Bridle Line 
unique black and purple D~neema® core 

Spirit of a ir kites are available at the best kite retailers. 

Telephone 01633 246788 for details of ~our nearest stockist. 

Spirit of air !'lites. Unit 32 . E:nterprise Wa~. newport. 9went nP9 2aQ. Ul'l. 

Tei / Fax . +44 [0] 1633 246788 

e-mail. dave@spirit -of -air.demon.co.uk 

http,/ / www.spirit-of-air.demon.co.uk 

S __ P_IR_I_T._o,_A_· ~~ 
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1, 2 & 4 line kites, buggies, carbon, fibre glass, books, videos, 
ripstop, tyvek, spares, line, boomerangs, frisbees, air toys .... we have 
whatever you need to complete the picture- except jigsaws! 
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