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Contents & Editorial 

Dear Reader, CONTENTS 

Editorial First of all an apology to some of our newer members 
as well as some of the traders. Since we moved and Group Directory 

obtained a P.O. box for our mail the service has been 
good. Unfortunately when our normal postman goes on 
holiday, which he did at the end of last year, the stand 
m didn't know about delivering our post box mail and 
therefore some got left behind. We have now sorted 
this out and it should not happen again. 

Indian Fighters - Guide for 
Novices 

Kites and Rickshaws 

Doug Hagaman 

Two Line Storage Reel 

Trade Update 

A Little Story (Continued) 

... 

On this subject, some of the newer members may not 
realise that The Kite Society is run by just two people 
(who also double up as the editors). Therefore you may 
sometimes fmd that responses to requests and new 
applications are a bit slow. It is currently taking about 
15 - 20 hours a week to do the administration, answer 
the phone, return calls etc and, believe it or not, we do 
fmd ourselves having other things to do. Around 
magazine time everything stops until the artwork is at 
the printers - so please be patient. 

Kite Society Convention 1994 

Now that the magazine has got a mention- how about 
a few more contributions. As you can see we can now 
scan photos into . the pages where we want them, so 
good quality (that is clear) photos can be used to 
illustrate the kite design, or other article that you want 
to send us. Of course, we will always accept articles 
and kite plans without photos. We are especially keen 
to see a bit more from the Sport kite fliers - reviews, 
tehniques etc. Don't worry if it is hand written and 
roughly drawn- we can tidy it up. Technology wise, 
we can take most formats of diskette- 5.25 and 3.5 in 
the major wordprocessing formats (Wordperfect 5.1, 
Word, Write or plain DOS text). We an also take 
image files as well. 

See you on the field somewhere 

Gill and Jon 

High Flying Messages 

Private Ads 

Weymouth Update 

Bits & Pieces 

Pin Pratt 

Letters 

Event News 

Events List 

Midland Kite Flier News 

Aerodyne 

Roman Candle 

The photograph on the front cover 
shows a Doug Hagaman parafoil 
being flown by Martin Croxton of 
the White Horse kite Fliers at the 
Salisbury Kite Festival 1993. 
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Send stamp for details 

PETER HALL 
KITE DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 

33 Than et Lodge, 10 Mapesbury Road, London NW2 4JA 
Telephone & Fax 081-451 7337 

Finally! Alowcosteight 

foot stunt kite that really performs! 

This kite makes it easy for those just 

starting out, as well as offering the 

handling and accuracy that the serious flyer demands. 

Two graphic designs, a variety of colours and a carbon frame make 

this kite unlike any other available. 

Single line kites also available: Stan Swansons' 
ELEPHANT and Jim Rowlands' WHALE 

Retail Outlet: The Bristol Kitestore, 2b Pitville Place, 
Cotham Hill, Clifton, Bristol Telephone: 0272 745010 

Wholesale enquiries: Martin Lester, 
20a Backfield Lane, Stokes Croft, Bristol BS2 8QW 

Telephone: 0272 232084 Fax: 0272 445090 



Group Directory 1994 

Welcome to the 1994 Kite Group Directory. The 
directory has been compiled from questionnaires 
sent to all of the groups we have record of Where 
only the address is shown then the form had not 
been returned to us in time for this magazine. 

Each entry gives the details of the contact person 
for the group, in italics the general region covered 
by the group and memberships details. 

Bath Kite Society 
Olly Cromwell 
18 Northumberland Place 
Bath 
Avon 
BA15AR 
0225 444512 

Avon Kite Flyers 
Martin Baker 
1 b Pitville Place 
Cotham Hill 
Bristol 
Avon 
BS66JY 0272 745010 
Avon, North Somerset, Glos. 
Individual Membership £5.00. Family £7.00. Newsletter bi
monthly, Public Liability Insurance. Club goodies. Discount 
at local kite stores. 

Windsor Kite Group 
Syd McDonald 
Ashdown 
St John's Road 
Ascot 
Berkshire 
SL5 7NH 0344 886690 

Chiltern Kite Group 
RogerLawton 
Karensa 
3 The Dell 
Stockenchurch 
Buckinghamshire 
HP14 3SD 0494 482743 
Oxfordshire I Bucks I Berks 
Membership cost £3 .00'pa. Magazine Quarterly. Discount 
at local kite shop. 

Great Ouse Kite Flyers 
Dianne Butler 
511 Fulbridge Road 
Werrington 

Peterborough 
Cambridgeshire 
PE4 6SB 0733 571958 
Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire 

iil 
I 

Individual or Family membership £7 .00. We have club 
insurance cover for £2,000,000. Bi-Monthly magazine 
"Highlines". Club cloth badge £3 .50, Pins £2.50. 

North East Kite Fliers 
Harry Peart 
92 Beaconsfield Street 
Darlington 
CoDurham 
DL3 6ER 0325 284077 
Northumberland, Durham dnd Cleveland. 
£5 .00 per Family/Household. Five issues of magazine "The 
Highflier". Free workshops. 

Kites North 
Adam Sutherland 
20 Durham Place 
Barley Mow 
Chester-le-street 
CoDurham 
DH3 2AY 091 410 4723 

Duchy Kite Fliers 
Ray Smith 
44 Rosevear Road 
Bugle 
St Austell 
Cornwall 
PL26 8PJ 
Mid Cornwall 

0726 851491 

Adult £10/Farnily £20/Junior £5 . These costs include club 
membership, third party insurance, St Austell RFC social 
membership which allows us to use their facilities including 
floodlights on winters evenings. 

The Midland Kite Fliers of Great Britain 
Julie White (Secretary) 
4 Hermitage Court 
Oakwood 
Derby 
Derbyshire 
DE212LG 0332 669203 
Predominately Central England. 
Single Membership £12.50. Family Membership £15.00. 
Senior citizen Single £10.00. Senior citizen family £12.50. 
Unsalaried £10.00. Basic Membership (no Kite Society 
Membership) £9.00. 
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South Hams Kite Club 
NE Parker 
43 Coombe Meadows 
Chillington 
Kingsbridge 
Devon 
TQ7 2JL 0548 531645 
South Devon 
£1 .00 per annum, at present, Members encouraged to join 
Kite Society. SHKC now active with small workshops, kite 
displays at various shows. 

Devon Kite Friends 
JM Skinner 
12 Oak Road 
Bishopsmead 
Tavistock 
Devon 
PL19 9EZ 0822 616196 
Devon - East Cornwall 
Cost £ L 00 - Benefits - Badge. 

Poole Kite Fliers 
Harry Douglas 
249 Wimbome Road 
Poo1e 
Dorset 
BH15 2EG 0202 660457 

Eastbourne Kite Club 
Tom Gunter 
40 Peppercombe Road 
Eastbourne 
East Sussex 
BN20 8JN 0323 725064 
Eastbourne and District (including Beachy Head) 
Individual £6.00. Family £8.00. Retail discounts . 
Newsletter - 6 per year. We are a small club, but friendly, 
reliable and keen! 

Essex Kite Group 
Kathleen Pike 
34 Mortimer Road 
Rayleigh 
Essex 
SS6 9NX 0268 780516 
Essex 
Membership Fee £2.00. Insurance cover when flying with 
the group. Biannual magazine. 

Golden V alley Kite Flyers 
Peter Whitaker 
19 Lilac Way 
Quedgeley 

Gloucester 
Gloucestershire 
GL2 6WH 0452 728521 
Gloucester, Cheltenham, Tewkesbury Area 
Individual £5.00, Family £7.50. Insurance £2.50 extra. 
Magazine every 3 months. 

Guernsey Kite Fliers 
Eric Ferbrache 
Greensleeves 
Ruette Des Cherfs 
Castel 
Guernsey 0481 55902 
Guernsey 
£5.00 individuaL £7.50 Family. Newsletter - club badge. 
Frequent meetings. Always pleased to welcome visiting 
kitefliers. 

Portsmouth Kite Club 
DavidHowe 
42 Gladys Avenue 
North End 
Portsmouth 
Hampshire 
P029BG 0705 661987 

Loddon Valley Kite Fliers 
Peter Hilman 
119 Porter Road 
Brighton Hill 
Basingstoke 
Hampshire 
RG22 4IT 0256 51836 
North Hampshire, Surrey, South Berks. 
Sole £6.00 Joint £8.00 Family £12.00. Magazine every 3 
months. Public liability insurance of £1 million. 

The Portsmouth Power Fliers 
Chris & Lyn Brown 
8 Macauley Avenue 
Portsmouth 
Hampshire 
P06 4NZ 0705 642891 
Portsmouth local areas. 
Membership £8.00 per year (£5.00 renewal fee). 20% 
discount from Mail Order Kite Co. T -shirts, Hats and 
sweats. Monthly Newsletter, special offers. Team Flying 
and a large variety of kites to fly. We welcome everybody 
who is interested in flying kites. There is no obligation to 
join the club. 

Wessex Kite Group 
David Webster · 
16 Brackley Way 
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Hammonds Green 
Totton 
Hampshire 
S04 7HN 
Hampshire 

0703 860255 

Free Membership. Attend Fly-ins Sunday afternoons at 
Stoney Cross on various dates. 

Herefordshire Kite Group 
Steve Gibson 
~ l Baysham Street 
Hereford 
Herefordshire 
HR.4 OEJ 0432 359999 
Herefordshire and Borders 
£5 .00 per annum, quarterly newsletter. Growing Slowly! 

N omansland Kite Flyers 
Carole Peacock 
61 Windmill Avenue 
St Albans 
Hertfordshire 
AL4 9SJ 0727 862971 
Local flying site Nomansland Common, near St A /bans. 
Free Membership, Good companionship. Everyone 
Welcome Sport kite and Single line flyers. 

V ectis Flyers 
Vivien Ellis 
Charisma 
14 Sandown Road 
Lake 
Sandown 
Isle of Wight 
P036 9JP 
Isle of Wight 

0983 402871 

No fee at present. Talks: Workshops: Demonstrations: 
Lessons: Advice: "Flying Doctor" repair service: Badges 
(Pin and Cloth) : Sweatshirts: Kite making stocks. 

Kent Kite Klub 
Yvonne Davies 
4 Gillies Court 
Stafford Road 
Sidcup 
Kent 
DA14 6PP 081 309 1497 
Kent and South East London 
Single Membership £6.00 per year, family membership 
£10 .00. Quarterly newsletter, Klub discount at various 
stores/traders; Public Liability insurance at Klub fly-ins. 

I • ... " 

Whitstable West Beach Flyers 
Andy Thomas 
Kites & Things 
36 Oxford Street 
Whitstable 
Kent 
CT5 lDG 0227 264722 
North Kent Coast I Canterbury area 
Informal group meetings. No cost - all welcome. 

S.T.A.C.K. 
Patrick Bonneau 
1 Terrace Road 
Sittingbourne 
Kent 
MElO 4SF 

Faversham Flyers 
Peter Reeves 
2 Lutoin Road 
Faversham 
Kent 
ME13 8HQ 

West Coast Kite Club 
Phil Womack 
67 Westcliffe Drive 
Layton 
Blackpool 
Lancashire 
FY3 7DH 

Northern Kite Group 
RonOgden 
41 Ashfield Drive 
Clayton Bridge 
Manchester 
Lancashire 
M40 1 WJ 061 682 9308 
Lanes, Cumbria, Yorks, Cheshire, N Wales, L'pool & G 
Manchester. 
Membership £5 .00 per annum, includes 4 quarterly issues of 
"Kite" magazine. Discounts at local kite shops. Meeting 12 
times per year on third Sunday in the month, plus others to 
be arranged. Membership at present 60. Founded November 
1978. 

Trent Flyers 
Stewart Reid 
West View 
SturGate 
Gainsborough 
Lincolnshire 
DN21 5PX 0427 838414 
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ATTENTION 
s 

!Kites For Sport! 

UNIT 3a CROSS'S YARD, PARK ROAD 
HARTWELL, NORTHANTS. NN7 2HP 

Tel: (0604) 864441 

RETAIL CULJN ..•• R NOW OPEN 
Serving th~ -~ilt ·. n Keynes area. 

Mggaay Friday. 
Saturday by cmJ;?;pintment. 

KITE LUGGAGE to complement good kites. 

A range of protective bags specifically designed 
for todays kites and accessories. 

TOUGH SLEEVE BAGS Made from PVC coated Nylon. 
with zip closure and handle. 

140 cm £4.99 

Twin-Kite sleeve bag. 
Heavy duty extra wide bags 
with line storage pocket, 
Zip closures and shoulder strap. 
Ample room for two kites and accessories. 

140 cm £8.99 and 170 cm £9.50 

KITE HOLDALLS 

Two types are available. 
Standard Holdall 
With space for about 6 full size kites. lt has a wrap around zip which allows easy 
access at the top and side. One large gussetted side pocket and shoulder straps. 

Deluxe Holdall. Larger capacity than the Standard. With three gussetted side 
pockets, luggage label window and vinyl anti-scuff protection around the base. 

ATTENTION KITE RETAILERS! 

£19.99 

£39.99 

We have the right package to help if you're looking for that extra edge. 
Get the season off to a flying start. 

Contact Air-Crafts by ·Fax on 0604-863571 for good news. 
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North Lines, South Humberside 
Free 

Shaftesbury Kite Club 
Piers Day 
138 Shepherds Bush Road 
London 
W67PB 

Blackheath Kite Association 
Len Patten 
303 Lincoln Road 
Enfield 
Middlesex 
EN11SY 081 804 2089 
Greater London and Home Counties. 
From April 1st membership £2.00 per year. 

Thorpe Kite Flyers 
Nigel Goodswen 
68 Lark Rise 
Mulbarton 
Norfolk 
NR14 8EG 0508 578919 
East Anglia 
£7.00 (Individual), £12.00 (Family) per year. Members are 
covered by insurance at club events and will benefit by 
receiving a discount at local shops, free and friendly 
advice from experienced flyers and receive a regular 
monthly newsletter from the best organised club in the area. 

East Coast Kite Fliers 
John Daleman 
27 Blackfriars Road 
Great Y arrnouth 
Norfolk 
NR30 3RA 0493 331062 
Present membership covers 25 mile radius ofGt Yarmouth 
Sub £10.00 P.A. Insurance- magazine TBA. Meet each Sat 
and Sun on Gt Yarmouth beach - north shore off Salisbury 
Road. Club night each Tuesday 7pm Edward Wolledge 
School. Workshop videos, hands on tutorials, outings and 
displays. Discounts on purchases. The aim of the club is to 
help anyone with an interest in kites, members or not, we all 
share what we learn. 

York Kite Flyers 
Bob Pickford 
11 Cherry Paddock 
Haxby 
York 
North Yorkshire 
Y03 8DR 0904 762660 

Yorkshire 
Our group has some 25 families . The only cost are a couple 
of pounds to cover postage and telephone calls to the group. 
Dates for all major events are sent to members and passes~ 
obtained if required. 

Northampton Kite Flyers 
lan Brett 
12 Willow Close 
Spratton 
Northampton 
Northamptonshire 
NN6 8JH 0604 843374 
Northamptonshire 
Free. All kite fliers are welcome to join us. 

Kite Club of Scotland 
The Secretary 
523 Greenrig Road 
South Carbrain 
Cumbernatild 
Glasgow 
Scotland 
G67 2PP 
Scotland 
£14.00 Full Family(*), £12.00 Full Individual, £9.00 Junior 
Includes subscription to "The Kiteflier", membership card 
with affiliation to K.S.G.B. Insurance (under review). 
(*)includes cover for two people additional people £2.50 
per person. Discount at most kite shops. 

Aberdeen Flyers 
Garry Clarke 
3 Eastside Avenue 
Westhill 
Aberdeen 
Scotland 
AB326QQ 0224 741220 

Shropshire Kite Group 
Tony Slater 
128 Meadow Farm Drive 
Harlescott 
Shrewsbury 
Shropshire 
SYI 4JY 0743 235068 
Shropshire and Wales 
No Subs. No Magazine (enough Gen in The Kiteflier). 
Benefits - exchange of ideas and helping other members. 
Formed in 1977. 22 members. We fly every Sunday at 
Shrewsbury, if we are not at festivals. 

Camelot Kite Fliers 
MrsR Teague 
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3 7 Wynyards View 
Crewkeme 
Somerset 
D460 75445 
South Somerset, Dorset, Devon. 
£5.00 single membership, £8.00 family member. Club fly
ins - monthly meetings. 

Suffolk Kite Fliers 
KenHiggs 
24 Melford Way 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk 
IP11 8UF 0394 272394 

Brighton Kite Flyers 
Ray Oakhill 
'Spindrift' 
6 Hartfield Road 
Saltdean 
Sussex 
BN2 8RE 0273 306842 
East/West Sussex, S1Jrrey 
Single MembershipBKF Only - £7.00. Single Membership 
BKF/ KSGB - £14.00. Family Membership: As above plus 
£2.00 insurance per additional person. Magazine 'Aerodyne' 
sent to BK members and published in The Kiteflier For 
Sale: BKF pins and clothing. Library: Books available to 
members. Kites: Available for use by members. 

Red Dragon Flyers 
GregEynon 
Cardiff Kitestore 
15 High Street Arcade 
Cardiff 
Wales 
CF12BB 0222 666485 
South Wales 
£10.00 annually, individual and family. Insurance- Yes. 
Newsletter every two months. 10% discount at Cardiff and 
Bristol kitestores. 

Alcester Kite Fliers 
Fred Taplin 
20 Henley Street 
Alcester 
Warwickshire 
B49 5QY 0789 762350 
Worcestershire, Warwickshire 
Full membership £17.00. Membership 
Kiteflier £10.00. Insurance only £8.00. 

without The 

Black Country Kitefliers 
Venessa Hanks 
26 Springfield Road 
Brierley Hill 
West Midlands 
DY5 3RD 0384 262732 
West Midlands 
Membership Free. Badges. Newsletter. Workshops. 

Flying Tykes 
David Lupton 
11a Cleveland Avenue 
Lupset Park 
Wakefield 
West Yorkshire 
WF2 8LE 

Salisbury 1-2-4 
AndrewHolt 
18 Devonshire Road 
Salisbury 
Wiltshire 
SP1 3NW 0722 332853 
Salisburylsurrounds 
Monthly newsletter "=7". Subscription £5.00 adults, £7.50 
Families and £3.00 juniors. Discounts with local kite shop 
~'Cunning StuJtts". Multi activity club, all interests 
catered for. 

Founded March 1994 still growing/developing. Meet 2nd 
Sunday in month at HudSon's Field, Castle Road, Salisbury 
1-2-4 derives from single, dual and quad lines. 

White Horse Kite Flyers 
P.O. Box 585 
Swindon 
Wiltshire 
SN34YR 0793 824208 
South West Midlands 
Quarterly magazine, Liability Insurance, Monthly Fly-ins. 
Annual Festival. Membership £5 .00. Discount 
arrangements with various traders. 

Fly 2nd Sunday of each month at Barbury Castle Country 
Park, Wroughton, near Swindon, Wilts. 
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The Kite That Swings irs Wings 

THE SWIFT 
FLY THE NEW SHAPE IN THE SKY 

QUADLINE VARIABLE GEOMETRY KITES 

David Davies Designs 

36 Lawrence Drive lckenham Middx UB1 0 8RW 

T el: 0895 633661 



Indian Fighter- Guide for the Novice 
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Out of all the available kites only one combines the 
steady stable flight of a conventional kite with the 
manoeuvrability, this is the Indian Fighter. Leave it 
alone and it will fly serene and steady all day, but when 
the hand of the master touches the line it becomes a 
highly responsive aerobat, performing dainty twirls, 
circles and ground hovers along with dashing dives and 
climbs, all with the grace of a ballet dancer! 

With the kite world rapidly being taken over by two line 
stunt kites, which in my opinion are mere wing warpers, 
the aerodynamic qualities of the fighter stand out like a 
shining light. 

For the uninitiated here are the basics of how to fly it. 

The fighter is small and light, it has four main working 
parts apart from the cover, these are the Spine, the Bow, 
the Bridle, and last but not least the Operator all of 
which need to be in tune. 

The kite is flat with a two point bridle and as such is 
inherently unstable out of the wind, a feature on which 
it's manoeuvrability depends. 

When it has the wind (pardon the expression) the bow 
flexes and the kite obtains dihedral which gives it 
natural stability, it then sits into the wind and flies 
steady. The stronger the wind the more the bow flexes 
so it is self regulating. However, the stronger the wind 
the more difficult it is to manoeuvre the kite so it should 
never be flown in anything more than a moderate breeze. 

All the motions of which the fighter is capable derive 
from the spin and this should be mastered at the outset. 
Firstly stick the reel in the ground and pull in about 
twenty feet of slack line which you should lay at your 
feet avoiding weeds or long grass: (Flying from the reel 
will come later). Remember you can only manoeuvre 
until the slack line has gone after which you will have no 
control, so watch it and have the kite pointing up before 
it runs out. 

A tug on the line will cause the bow to flex and spring 
back making the kite momentarily flat and in the fully 
stalled condition. Like any fast reacting fighter plane 
the stall is immediately followed by a spin which is 
exactly what happens with our kite (once you get the 
hang of it) . It won't spin right round to start with, but 
will turn away from top dead centre one way or the other 

and by giving more quick tugs at the extremities of the 
turns the kite can be made to pendulum about top dead 
centre. Once it is swinging, line tension should be 
released during the swing and the kite will then continue 
into a spin the line being paid out with just a touch of 
tension. Too much and the kite will steady again, too 
little and it will flop about. Practice makes perfect. 

You must now get your eye, hand and brain co
ordinated, wait till the kite is pointing in the direction 
you want it to go and then quickly pull the line in hand 
over hand. The bow will flex fully making the kite 
stable in the direction it is pointing and it will travel that 
way, the faster you pull the line the faster it will go. 
Releasing tension will put the kite into a spin again and 
you can try it in another direction. It is advisable not to 
try a downwards direction until you have got the idea, 
practice up high, in fact you will find it easier to start the 
spin if you pull the kite into overtly above your head. 
Keep one eye on the slack line at your feet, and before it 
runs out make sure the kite points upwards, allow it to 
fly up and take the line and it will then fly steady. 

The above is only a brief introduction into the joys of 
fighter flying·and there is a lot more to learn, it will take 
you a complete season of constant practice to get 
anywhere near proficiency, but don't give up . I have 
been making and flying these kites for twenty years, and 
always use a crepe papertail3/4" wide and 15' long, this 
not only adds to the appearance, but also makes the kite 
more controllable. I keep a couple of paper kites for 
special occasions, but as our climate does not favour 
paper I mainly use ripstop· for the cover and split green 
garden cane for the sticks, for the line I use no 10 
crochet thread. · 

If any member is having problems trying to fly fighters, 
or would like to start flying them, just give me a ring and 
I will be pleased to give advice or a bit of free tuition, 
show you how to make a kite, or provide you with one. 
I live in Portsmouth. Telephone 0705 695880. 

Ted Gowing. 
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As I look out over the roof tops with the nearby rustling sound of a paper kite being persuaded into the darkening 
sky the warm evening grows orange as the wood fires for the evening meals send another smell to join us. On the 
top of the City ofLucknow in India we are flying fighter kites as they were designed to be flown, using glass covered 
line against our neighbours as part of the celebrations of the festival of Diwali. 

It is quite a way to go to fly kites; about nine hours on a 7 4 7 and then either a long train journey or an internal, Indian 
Airlines flight. You soon learn that, in India, when they say the bus d~parts in ten minutes what they really mean is, 
when it is full. Travelling in India is always interesting and often challenging. 

In November this festival of Diwali (Div-a-lee) marks the end of one year and the start of a new one. Houses are 
covered with either candles, oil lamps or decorative electric lights, stalls selling sweets and nuts suddenly fill .the 
already crowded streets, presents are bought for relatives, fireworks go off that sound like machine guns and kites 
are flown everywhere. Each day, as soon as there is the slightest breeze, you can look up in any part of the town 
and there will be kites . It might be a small boy1lying from street level with cars and bikes passing by him or it could 
be the local kite club doing some serious flying down by the river. 

On the banks of the River Gompti the Lucknow kite club meet. Two teams set up about 50 metres apart and each 
launches a tournament sized kite. Often a more junior member gets the job of getting the kite aloft, letting out about 
1 OOOm of line after which the actual combatant takes over and prepares to tangle. At such great distances even the 
tournament sized kites appear dot like and the delay 
between pulling on the line and the response is very 
noticeable. They manoeuvre and dance for position with 
amazing dexterity and speed. One of the most impressive 
pieces of hand to eye co-ordination I have ever witnessed. 
As they dive or climb for the cut the arms are just a blur, 
the kite accelerates to an unbelievable velocity then 
suddenly it's all over; one of them is cut and floats away 
downwind to be eagerly caught by those waiting on the 
other side of the river. Often they are then sold back to 
the flyers for re-use. The kite is disposable; the flyer 
never goes after it. 

The ordinary roof top fighting is done at much more 
reasonable distances; about 50m to 200m. One of the 
first skills to learn is how to launch when there is no 
wind! It can be hot and apparently windless, but once 
you get your petang (kite) about 1 Om or so up there is a 
gentle drift to fly in. 

To do tllis you let out line with one stroke of your arm 
and pull it in with the next. This has to be done fast and 
with timing and is really quite difficult to master but once 
achieved you can fly in what I would previously have 
described as. flat calm. 

• ~taHord,.s 

Indian Kite.s a Sole Importer of quallly kites from India 

•• All kites are custom made for the 
stronger winds of Western Europe. 

·~ 
They have been •staffordised• by the addition of 
bridles and reinforcement of vulnerable -points. 
Sales and after sales service by Stafford at most 
major Kite Festivals in the UK. 
Also available: 
Indian style wooden reels. 
Cotton flying line as used in India. , 

•• • Stafford Wallace : (between festivals) tel. 0780- 460 389 
25, Main Street, Empingham, Rutland, LE15 8PR . 
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Kites and Rickshaws 

The incessant traffic noise in the dusty street below seems far away as the small red kite gains altitude and I keep a 
sharp look out for those who will cut me out of the sky before I know it. It helps to have an assistant for this 
purpose. In fact, it helps to have one anyway as one of the skills that all Indian flyers have is the ability to tell which 
kite is being flown from which rooftop, whether it has steel wire ('the wire men!'), whether it has a bias and whether 
it is being flown well or badly . After a week or so of almost continuous flying I could start to identify these different 
characteristics . 

Once all the glass covered line is out, I am ready for the tangle; Indians don't fight, they 'tangle'. As you eye up likely 
opponents and start to move towards one it is tempting to engage quickly to take them by surprise. Sometimes this 
works but it is better to get positioned well first so that when you fly across to make your cut you can be more certain 
of a win. As Stafford kept telling us "you don't make love without some foreplay, do you?". 

A small black kite is obviously interested in us. He comes across and I respond by moving towards him. Some 
people prefer to fly above the opponent, some below. If you watch your opponent you can sometimes judge this but 
you have to fly at the same time. Often I am cut down by another kite appearing from below or from one side just 
as I was assessing the first one! 

Tangling is all about angles. I judge that I am in a good position, good line tension, plenty of line out, underneath, 
so I go for it. I pull in the line my kite flies up at a terrific rate but he drops away and just as I stop pulling in he 
strikes by sliding off to one side and my kite flutters away on the evening breeze. Normally, nothing happens after 
this but we foreigners introduced the habit of cheering, blowing whistles etc if one .on our r~ns. Our regular 
opponents across the roofs several houses away have adopted this and cheers arise from their roof. 

The people ofLucknow are very interested in us. Many of them have never seen white people before and they stare. 
To begin with this is unnerving, but once you realise they ·are just intrigued you soon get used to it. They can't 
believe that we've come all this way "just" to fly petang. 

There are several unwritten rules in rooftop tangling. For example, if you get really low and some way off a hand 
might reach up, grab your line, break it and your kite has a new owner. It is considered OK to do this if the flyer is 
out of sight of you. It can be fun to tease these people by flying down to them and watching the long poles suddenly 
appear. You have to be good to do such thing, though. 

More dangerous than these are the 'wire men'. They fly with a length of thin steel wire just below the kite and use 
it to entangle your manja (the glass covered line) and thereby catch your kite. They can be identified by the way 
their kite lies; the movement is different due to the extra weight of the wire. 

When an already cut kite floats overhead, the wiremen launch in an attempt to capture it for themselves. Once one 
of them has entangled it, he then has the job of reeling both in. This can be very tricky' specially if the caught kite 
has a bias, 

As the evening turns to night and the sunset darkens I launch the last kite of the day, the only one left that's bridled. 
As it snaps upward in the warm evening breeze, an opponent is after me immediately. I try to gain height off to one 
side to avoid engaging too early. My kite has some bias and it is tricky to see it but it flies up and I make it look as 
if I am having trouble gaining height. He moves off and as I get some line tension I strike off to the right under him 
and up through his line. I won one! . 

One afternoon, after 20 or so tangles, of which we won maybe three Steve and I decided that it was less effort to sit 
up on the roof and just chuck a kite over the side every so often! We didn't mean it, of course. Our flying on the 
rooftops was the most unique kiting experience and it made no difference how many tangles we won .. It was fun to 
see the Indian's amused reaction at olir novice attempts. Even the young street boys flying skills are far above ours . 
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Kites and Rickshaws 

We thought we were fairly good at these Indian manoeuvrable kites but when a twelve year old lofts your kite for 
you at the first attempt after you've just spent half an hour trying to launch it you have to admit there is quite a bit 
to learn yet. 

They are so hospitable. The people who loaned us their roof not only did so free but brought us tea and snacks, 
helped get kites aloft, taught us how to tie manja and invited us to join in the family festivities. Our main hosts, 
Patrick and Gertie, fed us so well almost every eveni.p.g as they listened of tales of how mad foreigners had made an 
impact on the Lucknow kite scene. More about the kite scene and about kite and manja making next time. 

As we left Lucknow by train it was good to be heading off into clear country air but the memory of a rooftop sunset 
sky full of thousands of dancing kites is memorable for anyone. For a kite flyer it is one of life's great experiences. 

MikeMurphy 

The Travellers: Stafford Wallace, Jane Evans, Mike Murphy, Steve Hyde. 

I 

_...._N"""-EW_ 

FIGHTER~ RIPSTOP 

ALL THE FUN OF THE PAPER KITE 

BUT WITH EXTRA STENGTH AND 

LONGER LIFE 

·" 16 FIGHTER £9 00 INCLUDING P + P 

18~FIGHTER £11 00 INCLUDING P + P 

M A C FIGHTER KITES 

3 PUMP LANE HORNDEAN 

WATERLOOVILLE HANTS 

TEL 0705 591171 P08 9TS 

Manjha Club 
International 

La Petite Chaussee, 17700 Marsais, France 
(tel/fax (33) 46 51 00 82) 

We have recently heard of this new club 
which is open to all lovers of fighter kites. 
They are hoping to be a worldwide club. 

The club will participate in many festivals, 
have a "Manjha News" 4 times a year, a shop 
where you can buy at a very fair price -
material, ready made kites, books, 
publications, Pins and insurance. 

Cost 100 French Francs 

Ifyou are interested in joining then send your 
payment by Eurocheque or International 
Postal Order to the treasurer, Amaury 
Lorthois, 34 Ch de L' Auberderie, 78160 
Marly le Roi, France. Don't forget to give 
your name, address and telephone number. 

Other queries should be sent to the address 
above. 
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CARRINGTON RIPSTOP SECONDS 

Ha ve you e v e r wanted to buy flesh coloured 
ripstop but didnt want balloon fabric. 
Perhaps for appli9ue wor k on a stunt kit e. 
Well its not made. However we have had so man y 
re9uests for this colour that we ha ve decided 
t o do something a bout i t . We as ked Carr i ngtons 
to manu f act ure "it f a r us, so we can now offe r 
!;:.l~~J. 9ual ity pink ripstop and we are selling 
it FOR THE SAME PRICE AS OUR PREMIUM QUALITY 
SECONDS. Thats £2.50 mtr for first 9uality. 

RIPSTOP PRICES 
Premium 9uality seconds ............ £2.50 mtr 
(usuall y no ob vi ous faults) 
Assorted seconds .. : . ..•............ £1.25 mtr 
lour top sell i ng fabric) 
Uncoated ripstop ...........•....... £0 .80 mt r 
Balloon ripstop ........•..•..•.. • •• £1.25 mtr 
(suitable for single line ki tes, soft kites, 
tails, windsoc ks~ bags etc 
RIPSTOP REPAIR TAPE (specify colour ) .. 30p ft 
DACRON TAPE !blac k ) !" ...... : ........ 50p mtr 

2 u............... 75p mtr 
3" ......•.••..•.. 95p mtr 

2" dacron available p~e-folded. Add 10X 
coloured dacron also available at above prices 
RIPSTOP EDGING TAPE 1.5 oz for light wind 
kites. 2" ••••••.••••••• SOp mtr 
NOSE WEBBING • • •••••••••••••••••..••••• 22p ft 
REINFORCED SELLOTAPE small roll ••••••• 75p ea 

large roll •••••.••• £3.49 
ALLY RINGS 1/2", 5/8" or 3/4" ••••••••••• 6p ea 
'D' RINGS 1/2" or 3/4" ••••.••.•..•••• • . 6p ea 
BOW ADJUSTERS .•.....•..•.•.•.•••...•.. . 6p ea 
END CAPS WITH LUGS 4mm or 6mm ......... 12p ea 
END CAPS 2mm,2.5mm,3mm,4mm,5.5mm,6.35mm 6p ea 
All abov e are made of rubber 
END CAPS 1/2" x 5.5mm or 6. 3 mm (vinyl) lOp ea 
END CAPS 1/ 2" x Smm I vi ny l) ....•..... lOp ea 
~ND CAPS 1" x 5.5mm or 6. 3 5mm (vinyl) .. 15p ea 
Also a vailable as st:and off socket on re9uest. 
GROMMETTS 3mm, 4mm , 5.5mm, 6. 3 5mm ...... 6p ea 
ARROW NOCKS 5.5mm ~ 8mm. CRedl .•....•.. 20p ea 
BEMAN NOCKS 5.5mm, 5.9mm or 6.35mm .•.. 60p ea 
DURA NOCK 5.5mm or 6mm .............•.. 25p ea 
SHOCK CORD 3 mm Cblac kl ............... 60p mtr 
BEMAN L/ EDGE TO SPREADER FITTING 
5.5mm, 5.9mm or 6.3mm .. ............... . 40p e~ 
BEMAN STAND OFF SOCKET ..... . . . ....... . 30p ea 
SAIL or SPAR GRA BBER 2mm or 3 mm ....... 20p ea 
RUBBER TUBE 5.5mm, 5 .9mm, 6mm, 6. 3 5mm . 50p ft 
RUBBER TUBE 8mm ........... ... ........ 60p ft 
MOULDED CENTRE BOSS 5.5mm or 6mm ..... . SOp ea 
FERRULE 4mm ...... . .................... 50p ea 
FERRULE 5.5mm, 5.9mm, 6mm, 6.35mm ..... SOp ea 
FEF:RULE 8mm Sta1nl ess steel. ......... . . £1.60 
T PIECE 4m~ down, 3 mm across .......•.. 20p ea 

PETER POWELL p l ast ic sa il .... . ......... £2. 35 
ri pstop sail .............. £9.50 
nose piece ..........•.... 30p ea 
c"'ntre mould in 9 ...•.....• 30p ea 
cross struts ...........•.. £1.50 
s ky streamer .............. £2.00 

DIHEDRALS 3mm or 4mm ................•. 18p ea 
DIHEDRALS 5mm, 6mm or 6.35mm .•........ 28p ea 
SWIVELS 65 l't> · •••••••••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25p ea 
SWIVELS 150 lb ........•.. . ....•...... . 3 5p ea 
SWIVELS 250 lb or 350 lb ......••.••.•. 45p ea 
BALL BEARING SWI VELS (pack of 3> .•••••• £2.80 
Cten stainless steel bearings per swivel) 
CLIPS medium •••..•..•••••••••.•••.•••• 15p ea 
CLIPS large .•.......••••••••••.•••.• , • 18p ea 
KITE PEG ..••.......••••••.•••...•••••• 35p ea 
SAND STAKE 17" ..•.•.•••••••.•••.••••••• £1.75 
CORKSCREW GROUND ANCHOR <large Smm dial £2.99 
StAKE TAILS <multi colouredl ••••••••••• 99p ea 
LEATHER PALMED FLYING GLOVES •.•••••.••• £2.20 
KITE FLYERS BELT .•.•••••••.••••••.••••• £6.35 
LIGHT FLYING STRAPS (stdl ••••••••••• £3.99 pr 
LIGHT FLYING STRAPS <extra soft) •••• £4.99 pr 
FINGER STRAPS Cvery softl •.•.•••.••• £3.99 pr 
PADDED STRAPS ..•..•.•••••..•.•. ONLY £4.99 pr 
DUAL SPOOLS or STRONG HOLD HANDLES .• £5.96 pr 
QUAD HANDLES ........•••..•...•.•. :. £19.99 pr 
HANDl-E small . • ...•..••••.••.••••• • .••• 25p ea 
HANDLE large .......••••••..•••..••••.. 50p ea 
HALO WINDER .•.•....••••..•.••......•••• £1.75 
RING REEL small ........................ £2.50 
RING REEL large .•..••••.••.....••...••. £3.50 
LINE WINDER (flat> ...••...•••••.•..•••. £3.39 
Sf:: INN:Y LINE WINDER C flat I ••.•.•••.••..• £2.48 
QUAD WINDER .......•• , •.••••.•.••••.••.• · i5.99 

R!PS TOP SLEE VE B~G long, med snort . . . . . £1.75 
RIPSTOP WINDER ~"" LINE BAG .. .. ....... .. . £1.25 
RIPTOF' SPAR BAG ... . . . ...... ... ...... . .. £1.25 
TUBULAR PLASTIC TAIL ................ . . 6p mtr 
FLAT PLAST IC TAIL .. . ....... . . . ... . . . . . 4p mtr 

DROGUE s ma 11 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2. 40 
DROGUE medi um .......................... £2 . 99 
DROGUE la rg "' .. . ........................ £5.50 

TUBULAR RIPSTOP TAIL 

10 section r/ stop tail. Appro x 50 ft long 
loo ks grea t with an y kite and e xcellent value 

ONLY £9.99 each 
75ft £14.99, 100f t £1S. 99, 150f t £27.99 
Most colours a v ailable to spec i al o r der 

BRIDLE LINE Cblac k l .................. 20p mtr 
BRIDLE LINE. KEVLAR CORED Cblack l .... 25p mtr 
STACKING LINES short ................... £1.99 
STACKING LINES medium or long ....••...• £2.50 
Cplease specify leading edge lengthl 
LOCTITE SUPERGLUE tube •......•..•..•••• £1.25 

bottle ............... £2.50 
PIE IN THE SKY VIDEO ..........•..•.•.• £12.99 
FLEXIFOIL VIDEO .....•...........•..... £12.95 

T-SHIRT MIL/XL ............... £9.50 
SWEATSHIRT .............•.... £17.50 
WATERPROOF FULLY LINED JACKET £89.90 

CARRINGTONS YELLOW JACKET NYLON ... £1.50 mtr 
CARRINGTONS BAG NYLON !dark blue) ... £2.50 mtr 
WINDSPEED INDICATOR .......•........... £24.99 
LINE FERRY ......................•..... £13.95 
TEDDY BEAR 10" + HARNESS ~< 25" CHUTE .. £12.95 
HOT KNIFE inc tip ..................... £29.99 
Cuses lighter fuel~ portable, adjusta ble temp) 
MESH ...•..............•............ £5.99 mtr 
MESH 2 mtr x 7 5 cm (white) • ..•......... £1.25 

MAGAZINES * MAGAZINES * MAGAZINES 

American Ki te £3.50 Kit e Lines £3.50 
DRACHEN MAGAZINE £3.50 

Have a subscription & ~e sure of getting 
your copy as soon as its avail a ble 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
ANY ONE MAGAZINE £15.00 inc p&p 

OR SUBSCRIBE TO TWO FOR £28. 00 E .. H:'_f_BJ;g_ 
or subscribe to all three for £40.00 P&P FREE 

BOOKS + BOOKS + BOOKS + BOOKS 

DYNAMITE KITES 130 plans) Wiley / Cheatle £7.95 
MA KING & FLYING FIGHTER KITES Gallot .. £13.99 
MAKING KITES Baker / Denyer ...••... ... ..• £8.95 
KITES A PRACTICAL H/BOOK Moulton/Lloy d £12.95 
KITES TO MAKE & FLY · Row lands . .......... ' £13. 99 
KITES & WINDSOCKS Rowlands ......•... •. £13.99 
MAKING & FLYING MODERN KITES .•...•..•. £13.99 
KITEWORKS CPaperbackl £10.95 CHardbackl £14.95 
PENQUIN BOOK OF KITES ..•.•..•..••...•• £9.99 
BOOK OF KITES IPaperbackl £3.50 CH/b a ckl £5.95 
STUNT KITES TO MAKE~ FLY ..•.•.•...... £14.99 
KITE COOKERY S9.Ldr. Don Dunford •....• £3.99 

NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW 
KITE PRECISION by Ran Reich ••...••..•• £10.99 
Includes individual, couples & team flying 
for delta, Flex ifoil &~evolution kites. Plus 
details ~f fully choreclgraphed ballet routines 
Ran won over 100 1st place awards over a 
7 year pe-riod. He was twic:e voted flyer of the 
year, in an American Kite mag survey and has 
given seminars sinc:e 1988. If you only buy one 
book buy. this one. 

* KITE LIGHTS * KITE LIGHTS * 

FLASHING RED LED IN A SELF CONTAINED UNIT 
Cvisable from 1000ftl 

EXCELLENT VALUE at £3.65 inc batts 

POLYESTER SEWING THREAD 1000yds ..•.••• £1.20 
<available in black or white) 

CARRIAGE + CARRIAGE + CARRIAGE 

ADD !OX FOR CARRIAGE 
MINIMUM £1 MAXIMUM £4 

Add £10.00 per order for buggies (( . .,. , ... . ...•... , .. . 
~ -



WINDOW KIT E the y don ' t fl y but loo~ ... £3.99 
gr' eat in the car· 

KITE BAG Full l eng th .... .. .. . ........ £17.00 
KITE BAG Full l ensth ~•gid ........... £39.99 

KITE LINE 

BF:A I DED P_r::: LY.ESTE;:R 

2 5 0f t .. 35lb .. 
" l!Olb . 

£3.48 
250ft 
259ft ,., 
1(>(H)ft 

220lb . £. 7 .45 
:.: 220lb £18.99 

250 ft X 75lb .. £4.99 
250ft X 165lb . £6.99 
1000f t " 75lb £14.00 
1000ft X 500 lb £22.99 

30 mtr >: 8 kg t wiste~ l i ne on card ... 
lkg lappro x 41 00mts) 8kg line twisted 
1kg (appro x 2700mts ) 15kg line 

35p ·ea 
£18.99 
£22.95 

DYNEEMA 

300 ft X 50 lb 
300 ft X 80 lb 
300 ft " 150 lb 
300 ft X 200 lb 
300 ft X 300 lb 
300 ft X 50(> lb 

150 f t :-: 50 l b 
150 ft :·: 80 lb 
1 50 f t :: 150 f t 
15(> ft X 

300 
X 50(1 

200 lb 
lb 
lb 

150 ft }: 
150 ft 

unsleeved 

sleev ed 

£11.95 
£12.95 
£13.50 
£17.25 
£18.75 
£32.00 

£7.25 
£8.25 
£8.25 

£11. 50 
£12.50 
£19.50 

SLEEVING small , medium, large ....... 30p mtr 
SLEEVING KI TS small , medium, large .... £2.00 

75 f t ,., 8 0 1 b 

150 f t ... 80 1 b 
150 ft :·: 150 lb 
150 f t ,., 200 l b 
150 ft X 275 lb 
150 ft X 500 lb 

sleev ed ............. £5.99 
............ £13.99 

£13.99 
£18.49 
£23.99 
£33.99 

LINE EQUALIZER ....•...•..•..•..... ONLY £ 3 .99 

INDIAN STYLE KITE SPOOL ............... £1.60 
as above with 500 ft x 20 lb line £2.90 
as abov e with 300 ft x 40 lb line £2.90 
as abov e with 300 ft x 60 lb line £3.90 

PETER POWELL HANDLE + 200 ft x 40 lb £4.40pr 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT 

EXAMPLE ONE: Land lizard Buggy 
4 mtr Quadrifoil 
Lines, winder etc 

Deposit £70.00 ~ 6 monthly payments of £105 
TOTAL PRICE £700.00 O'l. APR 

FINANCE OVER LONGER PERIODS AVAILABLE 
PHONE FOR DETAILS 

EXAMPLE TWO: Revolution Classic 
Lines, winder etc 

Deposit £18.00 & 6 monthl y payments of £26 
TOTAL PRICE £174.00 O'l. APR 

NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW * NEW 

EXAMPLE THREE: We now offer 3 months interest 
free credit that in most cases 
can be arranged in just a few 
minutes over the phone. The 
goods can be posted to you on 
the same day 

Registered with th& Office of Fair Trading 
Licensed Credit Brokers 

SPARS + SPARS + SPARS + S P ARS 

1 / 8th " 36" 30p 
3 / 16th :: 3 6" 35p 
1 / 4" " 36" 40p 

6ft spar compl2te 
half spar· ...... . 
10ft spar comple t e 
6ft Ultr'afle :·: 

5.5mm £2.29 5.9mm £2.52 6.35mm 
BEMAN NOCKS all sizes as abov e 

£10.45 
£5.70 

£39 . 95 
£1: .. 61 0 

£2.75 
60p ea 

Q.Ot~ A typical 8 ft delta stunt kite will '· 
use 8 Beman shafts and 3 ferrules TOTAL COST 
£20.72 QB_ 3 budget spars TOTAL COST £16.50 
Taking into account the vastly improved 
performance of Beman spars AND the low cost 
of our Carrington ripstop it makes sense to 
make a qualit y kite using materials supplied 
by Car, r11:>c k ;u tes. (prices based on 5. 5mm> 

5.5mm. x 2.5mtr £5.50 
6.35mm x 2.5mtr £7.96 
8mm x 2.5mtr £9.50 

1. 5mm !< 2. S mtr 
2mm x 2.5mtr 
3mm x 2.5mt r 
4mm x 2.5mt r 
8mm :< 1mtr 

£2.05 
£2.75 
£4.30 
£5.50 
£8.70 

1.5mm x 2.5mtr £0.85 
2mm x 2.5mtr £ 0 .85 
3mm x 2.5mtr £1.30 
4mm x 2.5mtr £1.50 

6.35mm x 2.5mtr £2.00 
8mm >: 2.5mtr £2.50 
9.5mm x 2.5mt r £1.70 
12.5mm x 2. 5 mtr £3.50 

5mm x 2.5mtr £ 1 .80 
6.35mm x 2.5mtr £2.50 

Note 1.5mm ~< 2mm can be coiled and posted i n 
one piece. The maximum length for posting 
above this size is 1.5mtr. Please therefore 
supply cuj;-1:.-i'ng sizes 1.5mtr or shorter 
FIBREGL~S IS NORMALLY WHITE. HOWEVER WE 
STOCK 2 J'fM FIBREGLASS IN BLACK AT A COST OF 

( ' 
£1.25 PER 2.5 MTR LENGTH. OTHER SIZES 
AVAILABLE IN BLACK TO ORDER 

KITE SOCIETY DISCOUNT 

107. DISCOUNT OFF EVERYTHING EXCEPT 
BOOKS, MAGAZINES & HOT KNIVES 
~or cash or che~ue sales 

7.5/. DISCOUNT 
~or credit card sales 

e xcludes items on interest free c redit 

GENUINE INDIAN FIGHTER KITE S 
Selected for us by one of India ' s top flyers 

TEN FOR £19.99 

+ EXPORT + EXPORT 

We are now getting many requests for RIPSTOP 
seconds from Europe. We are pleased to supply 
these and other items at the prices shown plus 
carriage at cost. The easi~st way to pay is 
by credit card. Please quote your c a rd 
number, expiry date, full name, card holders 
address and delivery address if different. 
As a rough guide carriage costs will add about 
20p per metre to the cost of fabric s upplied 
on rolls up to 1.5 mtr wide and less for small 
9uantities supplied folded off the roll. 
However, orders of 500 mts and more will be 
shipped to anywhere in Europe FREE OF CHARGE. 

ES "* CANNOCK KITES - CANNOCK KITES - CANNOCK KITES - C A N 

4- .~. CHURCH STREET, ~('16 :TU~ (I 
BRIDGTOUN, CANNOCK,~STAFFORDSHIR£, 0 

ENGLAND. u~.11 .JDB J'-.., 
aL~ c.> at Spen,: er c< Shopping Nail .• T e lfor-:1. ....J AS L 

o,_.. 
....... iiJ I WI'Jt WfR.E 

C.OME"r' -. ,__. • ) 
Tel/ Fa x 05 4.'3 57.'3177 

CREDIT CARD HOT LINE 

PHONE C/CARD ORDERS FREE 

e>n OSC><:> 3 18909 

Who else wants your business so much 
they will even pay for the c a ll 



Doug Hagaman 
.,...,. :':"'1!!1:. .. ~;-.,. ... ·r~ ~ • • ... '1 ·~•.,"'1 -' ' • ..... ~ • 'I : •· • • ,' '" ' ' 'I r• ...,.,,. ,. .. , ,. ~ ·-~ _ ... <,_..,..., " 1 ' l ~' - · 

Kiting has lost a great kitemaker with the untimely death ofDoug Hagaman. He made what many said to 
be the best parafoil kites in the world. When flying they appeared to be nailed to the sky. Making his kites 
was a labour of love, he sewed about 1 0 inches at a time, constantly checking every single stitch for 
tension and length etc. Once the kite was made it was tested by flying, being continually adjusted and 
tuned until it was perfect. 

Doug was a complex person, on leaving school early he trained and worked as a shipwright until he was 
injured at work. He started making kites when he was still at school and there are people who remember 
him from those days always asking questions and taking it all in. The parafoil kite fascinated him and he 
was in regular contact with Domina Jalbert. · Doug's aim was to improve and perfect what Jalbert had 
invented. 

During the short time that I knew him he would be always asking questions about Britain, its politics, 
history and kiting. When he was not asking questions he would tell me about American football of which 
he was passionate. He started to attend college to make up for his lost education in the last two years, but 
unfortunately that was interrupted by the death of his father and so the study lapsed and he came back to 
making kites. His college training did sharpen his mind which meant I got a hard time trying to answer his 
questions. 

He travelled widely throughout the USA and the world visiting Thailand, China, Japan and Britain. He 
came to Weymouth and Swi!ldon in 1991 and then to Portsmouth and Bristol in 1992. The weather in 
Britain did riot treat him too well, Weymouth it was a northerly wind, Swindon it rained at least one day. 
Portsmouth it was a force 9 gale and Bristol provided no wind at all so his thoughts are unrepeatable. 

Doug was active in kiting, helping to found the Fort Word en Kite Retreat . . He was a member of the 
American Kitefliers Association, the Westport Windriders and the Whitehorse Kite Fliers. He is survived 
by Jody his wife 

Doug Jones 

I would like to add my own memory of Doug. Ten years ago Jon and I went to China for the First 
Weifang Kite Festival, and arrived to be installed in our hotel where we eagerly awaited the arrival of 
the other foreign guests. We soon noticed that there was a large crowd gathering outside where, from a 
small mound surrounded by all the various aerial structures common in China, there was someone flying 
a parafoil. But what a parafoil. For those of us brought up on the Stratoscoop with all its sky sweeping 
qualities we could not believe that this parafoil was literally pinned to the sky, just like the proverbial sky 
hook. Well the person at the end of the line was Doug, and so we started talking and, like Doug Jones, 
we were grilled about Britain and kiteflying. We never forgot that kite and so we were especially pleased 
that we were able to invite DougandJody to the U.K. so that UK.fliers could see how well parafoils could 
fly. 

After we heard of Dougs death, we decided that the best tribute we could make was to go out and fly our 
Hagafoil. We have had that kite for two years and during that time it has always behaved impeccably, 
but this time the kite broke the line and went sailing off, fortunately we recovered it, but perhaps Doug 
really did put a little bit of his soul in each of his kites? 
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Two Line Storage Reel 

AI though the cu:r:rent Sky-claw :reel helps to p:revent line 
twisting, it is slow when winding up. It is also p:rone to 
1 ine chafe at the handles. The :reel a:r:rangeMent below is 
Much faste:r when winding up, and the line attacheMent is bettet. F.W:rigllt. CAMELOT JUTE FLIERS 

2 holes 5;~' dia All othe:r diMs as iteM 1 

!off 19MM ply 

(s') 4 off. Make to suit 
'-..-t' tube and squeeze in 

place. 

I 

·-{~ ·-·-· ,_j_:_/ 
I 

·- ·- · f---4-·- · 
I 

-+-m- · · ~ 
19 l • f.-
·-·- ~ - -;,.!,.. · - · 

I 
I 

··-·- -E-Jj- f- · - · -

1 

I 

(_:_) 
1 off H!MM ply 

8 
4 off 

Making. a/ Glue end A of iteM 3 into iteM 
1 using PUA o:r Epoxy. 

b/ Glue one of iteM 6 into all 4 
holes in side plates.(flush on 
outside , ) 

cl Fit side plate 2 onto cent:re 
piece 3, and check easy fit. 

d/ Fit bungee st:retche:rs. 

el 'Using :round head woodsc:rews fit 
knobs 7 and 8 

f/ Cut aluM tube, and fit ancho:r 
pieces 5, 

gl W:rap aluM tube with cycle tape. 

Using. Clip handles between side plates. 

40 

165 

loose fit 

1 off lliJMM ply 

11 30 
' ' 

--1!f.-
c=8MM fib:reglass 

tube 

C2) 2 off 

Use knobs 7 fo:r winding and 8 fo:r unwinding. 

D:rill to suit iteM 4 

: i : 
-+~--

-1 

i : 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~-+-; 

112 132 

19MM od AluM 
tube . 16MM 
Min bo:re size 

2 off alul'l tube 

rhJa WJ 
~~~ 
L 8MM fib:reglass 

tube 

G) 2 off 

~-=lffi \ '-", , 

3MM bungee 
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******************************************************************************** 
* * i The Kite Society 1994 Trade Directory i 
* * ******************************************************************************** 

Welcome to the 1994 Kite Trade 
Directory update. This list contains 
changes and ommisions from the list 
published in the January issue. Each 
entry has a number of coded elements. 
For the code where nothing is shown it 
is not applicable. 
Classification 

s Shop 
w Wholesaler 
R Retailer 
F Festival Trader 
M Manufacturer 
0 Mail Order 
c Catalogue Available 
Stock 

SK Sports Kites 
SL Single Line Kites 
BK Books 
KM Kite Making Materials 
BG Buggies and Equipment 

Discount is given for the appropriate 
payment method as shown. 

Air Circus 
[S/ I I I 10/C] 
18 Northumberland Place 
Bath 
Avon 
BA15AR 
Tel: 0225 444512 
Fax: 0225 464188 
9:30 - 6:00 Monday - Saturday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 5% 

The Kite Company Ltd. 
[ lW/ 11 1/C] 
Unit 20 Wansdyke Business 
Centre 
Old Field Park 
Bath 
Avon 
BA2 3LY 
Tel: 0225 466661 
Fax: 0225 464188 
9:30- 6:00 Monday- Friday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: %CC: % 

Kendall Kites 
[ lW !RJF I 10/C] 

2 Birchwood Close 
Vicarage Park 
Kendall 
Cumbria 
LA9 5BJ 
Tel: 0539 731977 
Working from home please phone 
before calling. 
[ /SL/ I I ] 
Disc: Cash: 10% CC: 10% 

Whaam! Kites 
[S/W/RJF/ /0/C] 
Unit 41G (Food Court Level) 
Thurrock Lakeside 
Shopping Centre 
West Thurrock, Grays 
Essex RM16 1Zt 
Tel: 0708 864724 
10:00 - 8:00 Monday- Thursday 
10:00 - 9:00 Friday. 9:00 - 7:30 
Saturday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 10% CC: 5% 

Air Circus 
[S/ I I I 10/C] 
Unit K2, Beechwood Place 
Shopping Centre 
123 High Street 
Cheltenham 
Gloucestershire 
GL50 lDQ 
Tel: 0242 222209 
Fax: 0225 464188 
9:30- 5:30 Monday- Saturday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 5% 

Air Circus 
[S/ I I I 10/C] 
24 Marmion Road 
Southsea 
Hampshire 
Tel: 0705 851007 
9:30 - 6 :00 Monday- Saturday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 5% 

Way on High Kite Workshop 
[S/ /RJF/ /0/C] 
3 Capuchin Yard 
Church Street 
Hereford 
Herefordshire 
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HR12LR 
Tel: 0432 264206 
Check first as Winter and Summer 
hours can vary. Normally 
10 till 5.30 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: % 

Peacock Kites 
[I !RI I 101] 
61 Windmill Avenue 
St. Albans 
Hertfordshire 
AL4 9SJ 
Tel: 0727 862971 
From Home - Phone Anytime 
[ /SL/ I I ] 
Disc: Cash: % CC: % 

Kites"and Things 
[S/W/RJF/ /0/C] 
36 Oxford Street 
Whitstable 
Kent 
CT5 lDG 
Tel: 0227 264722 
Tues!Thu!Fri 10:00- 5:30. Wed 10:00 -
1:30. Sat 9:30 - 5:30. Other times by 
appointment. 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 5% 

The Kite Store Ltd 
[S/W !RI I 10/C] 
48 Neal· Street 
London 
WC2H9PA 
Tel: 071 836 1666 
Fax: 071 836 2510 
10:00 - 6:00 Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri. 
10:00 - 7:00 Thur. 10:30 - 6:00 Sat. 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 5% 

Air Circus 
[S/ I IF/ /0/C] 
66 North Street 
Guilford 
Surrey 
GU14AA 
Tel: 0483 302117 
Fax: 0483 302117 
9:30 - 6 :00 Monday- Saturday 
[SK/SL/BK!KM/BG] 
Disc: Cash: 5% CC: 



Ground Control Kites 
West View 

Sturgate 
Gainsborough 

Uncs 
DN21 5PX 

tel/fax 0427 838414 

Ground Control offers you free delivery on all orders over £15.00. 
Ground Control offers you Dynema line and flight straps at just £5.00 
with any kite over £55.00. 
Ground Control offers you same day dispatch on credit card orders 
phoned in by 2pm. 

Light flite 
Lightflite ........... 86.00 
Lightflite Heavy .... 63 .00 
Lightflite S ...... ... 90.00 
Lightflite Radial .. 116.00 

Flexifoil 
Hotshot 4ft ........ 45.50 
Skysail Stacker 6 ft . 59.95 
Quattro or Splitz 6ft 74.95 
Rainbow/Hotstripe 6 ft79 .00 
Proteam 8ft .. .. ... 110.25 
Super 10 10ft . . . .. 129.00 
Hyper 12 12ft . . ... 295.00 
Pico ..... . .. _ ....... 39.90 
Impulse . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 5. 00 
Scorpion . . . . . . . . . . 125.00 

Fizz 
Fizzwing ... .. .. . . . . 39.50 
Energy ....... . .. . . . 60.00 
Tempo ......... . ... 75 .00 
Bantam . . .......... 89.00 
Phantom ..... .. . .. 125.00 
Swallow Tail . ... .. 125.00 
High Profile .. . .... 130.00 

Highlystrung 
3-llSL . . .. . ...... 149.00 
3-11 Sport ........ 159.00 
Checkmate ...... . . 169.00 

~ 
l.8sq/m ......... . . 119.00 

Revolution 
Rev I Classic . . . . . 140.00 
Rev- 1-Rainbow . . . 170.00 
Rev-2-Basic ... _ .... 80.00 
Rev-2-Classic . . . . . . 90.00 
Rev-2-Rainbow .. . 11 0.00 

Quadrifoil 
2 sq/m . . . . . . . . . . . . 170.00 
3sq/m ...... .. .. ... 270.00 

This is a small sample of 
our stock if you want it 
we have it or can get it. 

Higbflyers 

Wild Thang (FIG) .. 14.99 
Wild Thang (Carbon) 19.99 
Spectre X .......... 28.99 
Speed Thang .... . .. 29.99 
Sprite .......... . . . . 39.99 
Club Spectre ..... . . 49.99 
Club Sport ......... 69.99 
Club Spirit ..... .... 89.99 
Shadow Ill ........ 89.99 
Team Spirit 11 . .. .. 99.99 

Power House 
Jazz .......... ... .. 29.95 
Storm ........... .. . 39.95 
Lapwing ... . ...... . 59.95 
Blade ..... . ...... . . 89.95 
Blade(Silent) ....... 99.95 
Edge .... . . ... .. . .. . 99.95 
Team .. . ......... . 199.95 

Air-Crafts 
Mistral ....... . ..... 14.95 
Zonda 54 .......... 29.50 
Zonda Whisper .... . 39.99 
Zonda Gem . . . . . . . . 54.-00 
Zondo 70 ... .. .. . .. 49.50 
Zonda Sport ........ 98.00 

Skynasaur 
Trixter _ ...... . ..... 89.00 
Tracer ......... _ .. 170.00 

Ground Zero 
Jester .... .. ... _ .... 85 .00 
Jester Arc Light . . .. 95 .00 

RipstooNnylon 
Carringtons ripstop quality seconds 

1 and 1.5 meter wide 2.50 p/m 
American Ripstop various widths 2.00 p/m 

(Ring for available colours and widths). 

Carbon Rod Fibre Glass Rod 
1.5mm . ........ l.02p/m 1.5mm. . ..... .. . 34 p/m 
2mm . . . . . . . . . . 1.36 p/m 2mm . ..... . .... 34 p/m 
3.0mm ........ . 2.14 p/m 3mm . . . ....... .40 p/m 
4mm .. .. ...... 2.72 p/m 4mm . . .... . .... 56 p/m 

Carbon Tube 5mm ...... ..... 64 p/m 
5.5mm ... . ..... 2.62 p/m 6.35mm ........ 88 p/m 
6mm .......... 3.08 p/m Fibre Glass Tube 
6.35mm ....... 3.98 p/m 6.35mm ... . .... 74 p/m 
8mm .......... 5.82 p/m 8mm .... _ . . .... 98 p/m 

9.5mm .. . .. . .. l.!Op/m 

Black Rubber Tubing 

5.5mm ------- ------------------------------ 1.90 p/m 
6.35mm -----:------------------------------- 2.00 p/m 
8mm ---------------------------------------2.10 p/m 

Bridle Line Black 
Heavy Duty Low Stretch -------------------- .15 p/m 
Polyester 110 lb ----------------------------- .10 p/m 
Sleeving for Dyneema ---------------------- .25 p/m 

Tapes 
I" Poly-Prop Webbing -------------------- --- .22 p/m 
2"Heavy Nose Webbing ------ --------------- .50 p/m 
50mm Ripstop Tape ------------------ ------ .55 p/m 
50mm Dacron Tape ------------------------- .60 p/m 
60mm Dacron Tape ---- -- ------------------- .60 p/m 

Ground Control Kites 
tel/fax 0427 838414 

Access I Visa welcome 

Please ring_ for 
full price list 
and details of 

any other offers 
e&oe 



A Little Story (Continued) ll 
fl 

After speaking to R H Tizard, the 
Royal Aircraft Establishment 
scientist, who appeared 
anonymously in the first episode 
of this saga, I was able to sort out 
the mystery of the Indian 
"Tussell's silk" that Vivian Cody 
wanted in 1939 to make up the 
kites for the RAE and RAF. 
Thanks to John Clarke and my 
local library I can now say that it 
is probably "Tussah" or "Tussore" 
silk. This is an off-white or 
brownish tinged wild silk which is 
sometimes made up from the 
centre, or damaged, silk from the 
cocoon. 

I was also extremely lucky to 
trace D Lean, , another RAE 
scientist, who worked in the same 
office as R H Tizard, thanks to an 
article I wrote for the GOKF and 
some detective work by Bob 
Piron. Mr Lean told me that he 
and RH Tizard worked mainly on 
the small high explosive bombs 
that the barrages used. He started 
work on the Cody just after the 
decision-had been made to put 
them into production by sub
contractors rather than have then 
made up in small batches by 
Vivian Cody's fabric shop at RAE 
Farnborough. It was decided to 
use lingerie makers for the kites' 
production as they would have 
experience of working with silk. 
Gossards of Leighton Buzzard 
were one of the firms used. 

His work also included testing the 
Cody kites made up at 
Farnborough by Vivian Cody and 
development work on them, 
including the fitting of aerofoil 

sections to the Cody Box centres 
at the suggestion of A Graham, 
an aircraft scientist; the testing of 
an experimental low altitude 
barrage, using Brookite double 
Conynes at 1,000 feet and the 
testing of a rocket launched aerial 
carrying kite . 

We had a long chat about the 
rocket launched kite . It was 
designed by Wing Commander 
Wheelwright and was used from 
air/sea rescue dinghies to carry 
aerials for the distress signal 
transmitters. It seemed he spent 
several days being seasick in a 
dinghy in Southampton Water 
with a pile of kites in long thin 
containers (like a roll of 
wallpaper - he said) that were 
towed up by a rocket fired from 
a one inch V erey pistol and went 
up 200 feet and then snapped 
open. For the first part of the 
conversation we were at cross 
purposes as I assumed that we 
were talking about the well 
known RAF orange box kite but 
the penny dropped and I 
discovered that the rocket 
launched kite was a Conyne kite 
I had thought to be the American 
or USAF version of the RAF 
kite. Luckily I was able to sketch 
one I had seen in a USAF 
Museum and between us we 
worked out how it opened 
automatically using elastic. It 
seemed he had been given the job 
of firing a batch of them to see 
how easy it was in a dinghy and 
to check the number of duds in 
the batch. From what he said the 
rocket launched kites were very 
successful and the majority of 
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them opened after being fired. 

The Royal Aircraft Establishment 
had two other scientists, G J 
Richards and T L Smith, working 
on the Cody Kites at Mullion and 
there was a flight of the RAF 
Balloon Command under F/LT C 
V L Hooman doing the service 
trials at Torpoint and yet a third 
group working for a matter of a 
few weeks at the RAE's 
Cardington Works. Having 
traced two of the scientists who 
worked for the RAE in the period 
1938 to 1942 I would be very 
interested to hear from anyone 
who met any of the others. 

At the end of the war, S/Ldr 
Hooman - as he then was - wrote 
a history of kiteflying in the RAF 
that I have found in the Public 
Record Office. He had a -low 
opinion of the sub-contractors 
and the co-operation he received 
from others in the RAF. It seems 
he had considerable experience as 
a kite flier, before the war, and so 
was in a better position than most 
when it came to the practicalities 
of flying etc. As some of the kites 
were very badly made, he and his 
wife modified one of the official 
kites by sewing diagonal 
reinforcements across each panel. 
This made the kite very 
distinctive and I have now 
recognised it in two photographs 
of the kites that were taken - I 
have mm;taged to trace and copy, 
as B/W slides, about 25 or so of 
them but many are missing. 

In 1942, after the experiments 
had been abandoned, Messrs 

I 



A Little Story (Continued) 

Smith and Richards wrote the 
final scientific report on the 
Cody trails and some of the 
experiments they had done to 
make them fly. This included 
wind tunnel tests to the point 
where the kites broke up and, of 
course, the modifications they 
then tried to overcome the 
problem. It was in this period, 
when it was too late, that the 
running and elasticated rigging 
were tried. They also made up 
two special Cody kites; one was 
the reversed or Dyco kite and 
the other was the version with 
the boxes' vertical panels 
extended by 50% for stability at 
high wind speeds. To their 
surprise, they also discovered 
the Cody often flew with the 
upper surfaces almost stalled 
and they experimented by 

removing the upper panels of 
the front and then rear boxes. 
At Cardington, · F !Lt Hooman 
was also experimenting with 
the Cody kites and solved a lot 
of the problems by fitting 
drogues into the two rear 
boxes. 

The 1942 report mentions one 
Cody kite that was so badly 
made that no one could fly it 
until the compensatory running 
rigging was tried. Another, 
earlier, report by the Senior 
Engineering Officer of the RAF 
mentions kites that flew at 
about 15 degrees to the wind 
and also suggested that the 
RAE compare the factory made 
kites with those made by V 
Cody to see why they were 
different. 

AIR BRAKES 

There are a lot of files in the .. 
Public Record Office that I have 
yet to find- I'd be very interested 
to hear from others searching 
there. 

DRHughes 

IN HIGH WIND REDUCE THE PULL AND THE SPEED OF YOUR DELTA SHAPED SPORTS KITE WITH A HIGH QUALITY MESH 
AIR BRAKE. MADE IN TWO SIZES TO FIT MOST KITES WITH A WINGSPAN FROM 5FT TO 9FT. FITS EASILY TO YOUR KITE 
WHEN REQUIRED. 
£6.50 FROM OUR SHOP. £7.00 MAIL ORDER. CHEQUES PAY ABLE TO ' KITES AND THINGS ', (ADDRESS BELOW) 

KENT'S 

BIGGEST 
KITE SELECTION 

Flexlroll, Re•olullon, llll(hly Slrnnl(, 
Top O(The Une, Rare J\lr, F'bz. 

llll(hOyeno, J\ir- Cran.,, QuadrUoll, 
EUiol , Rokk11kt111, Etc 

Repair Shop and Rile M11ker '11 Corner 

J\LSO .... ramlly kit"" rrom £'1.50, boomeran~t"· 
pclanqne.jui!J!IIn~t. c•oquel, rockets, 

penknl•""· rrJ .. be.,. , l(lrtll , puz.:les . 
,/ 

~ KITES & THINGS 
36 Oxford Street, Whits table, Kent CT5 1 DG 
Phone: 0227 264722 {out of hours 772161). 

(1 '.-. ,.,· i,~ooo /l.uclv Th'""""l 
o~" = T-.•/Tha•/Pti iO•"' · n .:lnr"': 

W~d• IO•m · I .:Jftprn: A• I• 1l .:lO•rn " .:'IOrtn . 

Find us opposite Whitstable library. 
We are near the beach for kite Dying! 

KENT'S 

BIGGEST 
KITE SELECTION 

Fl~xfron, Re•olntlnn , Ulll(hly Slntn~. 

Top O(Thel.ln.,, R"'" J\lr. F'bP. , 

ltll(hOyer,. , J\lr Cr"""· ~modrUoll, 
Ellh>l , Rolll<IOkn", El<: Elc 

Repah ~hop 111nd Rllr. M"lu~r·w (~orn~r 

J\UlO .. .. rarnlly kit"" rrnm .£'1 . r.0. boom.,ranJ!IO, 

~··""'I"'". Jnf!JiillnJ( , C':toqnef .• I'Or.lt~ttt, 
/ penknl • .,.. , rrl .. beeto , l(lrt .. . pnzr:leiO. 

:-t:' . 

t;( KITES & THINGS 't 36 Oxford Street. Whlt!'llRble, Kent CT5 1 DG 

~"*-. rh~~.~;~.~~~,:~~~1722 {ont or honl'!l 772161 ). 
Oror"n : y,.,..•/lh•u/Pei to."' R.;"'Orrn: 

"""• IO•rn I .:'tOrrn: A• I • 0 :'tO•rn n .:"tOrrn . 

Find U!'l oppo!'llte Whltstable libra ry. 
We are near the beach for kite Hying! 

SPOT THE 3 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THESE TWO ADVERTS ... 



Kite Society Convention 1994 
This years Kite Society Convention is being held in conjunction with the Portsmouth International Kite Festival. The 
Convention is being held on Friday 26th August at the Hospitality Inn, South Parade, Portsmouth P04 ORN. Telephone 0705 
731281. We have negotiated a special rate for the convention/festival of £25.00 per person per night (sharing) inclusive of 
full English breakfast. A supplement of £10.00 per night is payable for single occupancy, this special rate runs from 
Thursday through to Sunday. For booking phone 0705 731281 and ask for Lisa in reservations quoting the Portsmouth Kite 
Festival. 

We have quite a number of meeting rooms this year so we are hoping to have a wide ranging programme to cover all aspects 
of kites and kiteflying. We already have Martin Lester doing a rerun of his legs workshop and we hope to have a number of 
overseas guests presenting workshops/talks etc. 

We have arranged both a lunch and an evening meal for the Friday, both of which have to be prebooked. Lunch - a finger 
buffet- costs £4.00 per person, and the evening meal, which is a fork buffet (a selection of 3/4 hot dishes with pasta I rice 
/jacket potatoes etc plus garden salad and coleslaw plus choice of sweets and coffee) costs £7.00 per person. After the meal 
there will be a pay bar with extended hours plus we hope to have a slide/video talk by one of our visitors and, of course 
provide an ideal time for socialising. 

The Portsmouth International Kite Festival takes place on Southsea Common on Saturday the 27th and Sunday 28th of 
August. There will be free car parking for kitefliers - for which a pass will be required. This is available from us - see the 
form below. The festival will run along the sa1ne lines as previous years with displays and contests, including a round of the 
U.K. Rokkaku Challenge. On the Saturday evening the Kite Society auction and meal will be held at the Pyramids Leisure 
Centre - the same venue as last year. With the kind sponsorship from Portsmouth City Council the meal has been quite 
heavily subsidised and will only cost £5.00 per person. This again will need to be prebooked. 

Derek Kuhn will once again be organising the collection of auction items, details of this will appear in the July issue. 

There are still some trading spaces available, especially for the Friday convention day. Stalls cost £85.00 for the two days 
of the kite festival and £25.00 for the convention day. Contact us if·you wish to trade on any of the days. 

Please return this form together with any payment due to the Kite Society, P.O. Box 
2274, Gt Horkesley, Colchester C06 4A Y. All cheques should be made payable to 
"The Kite Society Convention". 

Name 

Address 

Post Code 

Tickets required for 

Car Passes Required 

Friday 26th 
Friday 26th 
Saturday 27th 

Lunch @ £4.00 
Evening Meal @ £7.00 
Evening Meal@ £5 .00 

Please return this form, with an S.A.E. by 6th August 1994. 
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Well, with everyone into computers now-a-days, some 
of them get fancier than ever and even get connected to 
these funny things called modems and start talking to -
wait for it- Bulletin Boards. 

It's obvious really that with the onslaught of electronic 
mail it's about time we kite flyers got in on the act; Or 
am I still too slow to spot something and someone's 
already running a message area for us to work in . . 
(There are several people already connected - see 
below for some). 

All I'm suggesting is that I suspect each club has 
probably got a computer buff or two that may well be 
into communications on the old telephone lines (there 
are two of us in the White Horse Club) and that here is 
an ideal method for supplementing and supporting our 
hobby. 

Now lets not get any wrong ideas about this, our 
magazines (Kiteflier, Cowpat etc) are still very 
important to us in defining, collating and confirming to 
all what is going on in the sport, but we have to admit 
that seeing them once every three months can cause us 
to "misplace" a certain bit of info, or oversee an 
intention in each groups planning of a festival - yes I am 
harping on about clashing events - that a cornrilon 
electronic mailbox could help us all . And there is more, 
an open area to swop ideas, plans friendships, etc to all; 
not only in the U.K. but all over Europe, into America, 
everywhere! and all for the cost of a phone call (O.K. a 
full STD call for 15 minutes is about a pound, but you 
only need to look in once or twice a month). 

So what's the bottom line, to see who's out there, to see 
if it is a practical exercise, to exercise my two finger 
typing.... to all you computer buffs who are kites, 
contact me via Index 3 BBS on 0602 855607, message 
area 1. E.M. Chat -better still, pester the sysop, Simon, 
to give us our own message area; I have. He said yes if 
there is enough interest, so do it. 

Peter Dawson 

In the January issue of KJTING (Journal of the 
American Kite Association) there is a BBS on USENET 
(the largest BBS in the world) . REC.KJTES is a BBS 
which is related to kites. The KSGB is getting there -
we have the modem- just need to get the cable together 
now I I So look out for us soon. 

... 

A1-L- ENOUIR.Je:') -ro uS /J .. r 
CUNNING STU"-l"r,S I !>A~IS8llf2Y 

R::>~ ~DE! I<~ AND t£MO~ ETf 



Carefully crafted stunt and sport kites from Kited ... .. .. . 

The GRP framed Meridian Trainer The all Carbon framed Meridian Sport 

From the top of the range: 

Coming soon .... 

The Beman Ultralight framed Thornbird 
As flown by team 'Art of Air ' 

The Thornbird Strongblow- A part vented 
high wind version of the standard Thornbird, 
designed for wind range 15 m ph - 35 mph. 

Also available: Kite making materials, and flying accessories. 
Please telephone for full price list and further details of the above kites from the Kited range. 

Proprietor: Eddie Stockings, 36 Stanway Road, Waltham Abbey, Essex. EN9 31-tU Telephone: 0992 718215 

Pembrey Farm House 
Pembrey 
Surry Port 
Dyfed 
UK 
SAl6 OYT 

Mobile 0831 186493. 

rei I Fax 0554 834937. 



I Private Ads I 
Book wanted! -'Kites- the Science and The Wonder' by Dr 
Toshio Ito and Hirotsuga Komura (ISBN No: 8-87040-526-8 
First Edition April 1983). It is out of stock and out of print: 
has anyone got a copy that they do not want? Please contact: 
Mr K G Boddy on 0403 710688. 

Flexifoils for sale- lOft black: unflown £95.00. lOft Violet: 
Mint condition £85 .00. lOft Hot Pink: good conditiqn 
£75.00. No offers except for all three as a package. Please 
contact Mik Jennison on 0273 321395. 

For Sale: Revolution 1 kite. Blue/pink, complete with 100ft 
lines, all equalised, handles, bag, instructions and an 
instructional video. Bought new in November '93 ; Cost 
£174. Bargain at £140.00 ono. Still in perfect condition, 
genuine reason for sale - wife! Contact Pete Williams tel 
0788 579632. 

lOft Flexifoils for sale. Less than one year old, purple and 
pink available, £80.00 each. Please contact Chris on 0276 
683591 in the evenings. 

Coleman Cabana 2 Shelter with floor, two windows and 

EZZ!E&IE 
pockets. Accommodates 3 adults. Complete with carrying 
bags poles etc. Brand new and unused. Price £35.00 if 
collected. Otherwise Postage £4.50 extra. Tel Phil Roberts 
on 0249 891470 or write to 39 Church Park, Bradenstoke, 
near Chippenham, Wiltshire, SN15 4ER. 

"Sad to sell", 2x8ft Flexifoils, one well used but with years 
of life left, the other good condition+ 120ft x 300lb good 
condition Dyneema flyline with winder, straps and link 
lines, £145. Or job lot of the above plus 2x7'3" Gizmo 
deltas (homemade but well made), good looking and precise 
performance in wide wind range. Well looked after, one 
with Beman cqrbon, other with stiff carbon, + link lines, 2 
xl50ft + 3 x nylon Peter Powell's in stack, plus 1 x 
appliqued Revolution style kite with Prospars, between a 
rev 1 and rev 2 in size. Excellent flyer and very durable. 
My prized collection. All for £350. Telephone Tim., 081 
675 3186. 

If you want to advertise in this column, it is free and we just 
need to have your copy with us by the 15th June for the 
July issue. Send your copy to the editorial address. 

Weymouth 1994. Because of the unprecedented demand for car parking tickets, combined with the 
limited room in the kitefliers car park, we though those of you who were unlucky 
may appreciate a map of the other car parks in Weymouth. 

l 
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Organised by Thorpe Kite flyers 
in association with 

Banham Zoo 
_ _j__ __ 29th-30th May 

Admission £1.50 

f'reecarpark 

Separate single and stunt kite areas. 
f'ull arena programme. 

2000 ft height dearance. 
Individual and team Rokkaku battles. 

Indian fighting kites. 
Aerial photography competition. 

Limbo competition. Altitude sprint 
Kite traders market. Craft market. 

Chlldren's attractions. 
Food and beer tent. 

1994 

Banham Zoo Show Ground 

Banham, Norfolk 

f'urther detaiJs from Kevln Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe St. Andrew, Norwich 
Tel. 0603 31964 (evelllngs). Please send large s.ae. for full written details 
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Group News 

The Alcester Kite Fliers 
held their Annual General 
Meeting for 1994 with 
the re-election of Fred 
Taplin as Chairman and 
Treasurer and Ihsan Al
Zanki as secretary. The 
group fly-in is on the first 
Sunday of every month in 
the Worcestershire 
Countryside Center and 
the third Sunday of every 
month at the Alcester 
Rugby Ground. We 
planned to issue a 
quarterly newsletter on 
the activity of our 
members. 

The Whitstable West 
Beach Flyers are not a 
club as such but do meet 
regularly (surprisingly 
enough on Whitstables 
West Beach) on the 
North Kent Coast. The 
fly-ins are roughly 
fortnightly (depending on 
the tide conditions). Call 
Andy Thomas (at Kites 
and Things) on 022 7 
264 722 for details. 

Mr J Larson asks if there 
are any others in the 
Sheffield area interested 
in forming a club and if so 
would they contact him 
as he would be prepared 
to do the preliminary 

organisation for such a 
venture. If you are 
interested then contact 
him at 227 Albert Road, 
Sheffield S8 9QY. 

David Reynolds writes -
"As a kite enthusiast 
based in West London, I 
propose to inaugurate 
The Kingston Kite Club, 
based upon Richmond 
Park and surrounding 
areas. The group will be 
open to all kiters who 
are keen to meet other 
people with similar 
enthusiasm for this 
pastime. All those 
interested should 
contact David Reynolds 
at Friel House, 18 St 
Mary' s Road, East 
Molesey, Surrey KT8 
OST or telephone 081 
979 6162 (evenings). 

Are there any kitefliers 
in the Rugby area who 
would like to get 
together for fly-ins 
locally? Contact Pete 
Williams, 52 Fisher 
Avenue, Rugby, Warks. 
Telephone 0788 
579632. 

In the News 

Kite flyers are being 
targeted by 
conservationists who 

claim their sport is 
damaging to birds. The 
seemingly innocuous 
pastime has stirred up 
controversy between 
enthusiasts and ·groups 
who want to protect an 
area of heathland in 
Dorset. Heathwatch has 
advised its members to 
approach kite fliers and 
warn them of the dangers 
of distressing rare birds, 
such as the Dartford 
Warbler, on Canford 
Heath, near Poole. Harry 
Douglas, of the Poole 
Kite fliers said "The 
conservationists are 
going over the top" . So 
far no one has been told 
to stop flying their kites -
just warned of the 
possible dangers to the 
birds. Douglas Kite, of 
English Nature, said 
"Modern kites are fast 
moving and noisy. They 
are probably going to 
frighten birds away". 

"Kite Death" 

The sharpened string of a 
flying kite accidentally 
cut the throat of a motor 
cyclist in Orissa, India 
and killed him. In India 

' 
kite fliers often put a 
paste ofboiled rice mixed 
with glass dust on the 
string to cut the strings of 
other kites. 

Trade News 

Cunning Stunts now 
stock Peter Halls kites 
('Hl' and 'Hell Cat') and 
will have Jerry Sinottes 
'Peregrines' (the ones 
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Ray Bethell used in his 
record breaking flying 
marathon!) . We are 
hoping to move to a 
bigger and better shop at 
Crosskeys Chequer, 
Salisbury - same phone 
number. They also plan 
to attend a number of the 
festivals this year. 

Cannock Kites has won 
an order to supply 
Yuppie kites to the 
Financial Times. The 
3/4 Delta Stunt kites are 
being produced in the FT 
corporate colours with a 
suitable logo and 
message screen printed 
on the sail. The initial 
batch of 100 are to be 
given away free to the 
newspapers key 
advertising customers 
and are likely to end up 
at locations all over the 
world helping top 
executives to unwind. If 
the initial response is 
good it is likely that the 
kites will become part of 
a readers offer. 

Nick Finnemore of 
Highflyers writes 
"From the 1st February 
our manuacturing and 
administration centre has 
moved to Unit 4A, 
Victoria Business Park, 
Roche, St Austell 
Cornwall PL26. 

"We are very proud of 
our new factory, that 
provides us with more 
than twice the floor area 
of our old unit at 
Wadebridge - at last we 
shall be able to start 
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meeting the demand for 
our kites. 

"In addition we are also 
opening a new 'factory 
shop I showroom' · for 
retail sales at the same 
location. The shop will 
specialise in our own 
range of kites along with 
some unique one offs and 
specials that will not be 
available elsewhere. 
Trading hours for the 
store will be 9:00 - 5:30 
Monday to Friday with 
Saturday trading hours 
during the summer. The 
new factory and shop are 
easy to find being 
situated on the A30 main 
trunk road into Cornwall. 
At the end of Bodmin by 
pass stay on the main 
road and look out for the 
sign after the Happy 
Eater" 

Rare Air Kite Co has 
now opened a shop in 3 
Court Arcade, Wharf 
Road, St Ives, Cornwall 
TR26 lLG. Telephone 
0736 796020. The 
complete range of Rare 
Air kites is available. 
Other selected kites, 
accessories and kite 
building materials are 
also on offer. 

Open Monday - Friday 

---.. -~. 

10:00- 4 :30. 

Kite Korner is a new kite 
specialist retail shop on 
a tourist beach. 

They welcome 
wholesale enquiries for 
stocking children's and 
adult's kites, both U.K. 
and imported ranges, 
including beach games. 

They are stockists of 
Dunford, Brookite and 
Flexifoil direct supply, 
but looking for keen 
prices and quick 
deliveries including 
spares and accessories. 

Address Swansea 
Marina, Seafront Prom, 
Swansea, Wales SAl 
1 YZ. Tel/Fax 0792 
648180. 

Exhibitions 

The Scotland Street 
School Museum, 225 
Scotland Street, 
Glasgow GS 8BQ, Tel 
041429 1202, is holding 
an exhibition of 
Japanese kites as well as 
several kite related 
activities. 

The exhibition runs until 
May 1st and has over 50 
kites some of which 

' 

have not been seen in 
Europe before. They 
also had some kite 
making workshops and 
demonstrations but these 
were over before we 
went to press. 

Events 

The Hargrave 1994 
Centenary Year 
Festivities take place in 
Australia. This year is 
the Centenary of the man 
lift in Stanwell Park 
beach. During every 
month this year there are 
kite fly-ins etc . Ted 
Coles President of the 
Lawrence Hargrave 
International Kitefliers 
Association, P . 0 . Box 
110 Southgate, 

' 
Sylvania, NSW 2224, 
Australia is organising 
the Lawrence Hargrave 
International Kite 
Competition at Stanwell 
Park on November 12 
1994 - the celebrated 
centenary when he lifted 
himself 16 feet by four 
box kites" . 

Material Supply 

Dimension-Polyant (UK) 
Limited have sent us 
samples of some of their 
products - specifically 
ripstop, in two diferent 
weights, and Dacron 
tape. The cloth is made 
in Germany and America. 

Prices: .75 oz (32g) 
Ripstop £2.45/m. l .Ooz . 
(52g) Ripstop £2.20/m. 
4.oz (170g) Dacron tape 

- 1" 16p/m; 2" 21 p/m; 3" 
35p/m. 

Minimum order of 
ripstop is 50m per 
colour, minimum order 
Dacron tape one roll. 

Prices exclude delivery 
and VAT. Delivery is 
charged at £9.00 for 
orders under £500.00. 

Address: Unit 11 , 
Kingdom Close, 
Kingdom Business Park, 
Segensworth East, 
Fareham, Hampshire 
PO 15 STJ. Tel 0489 
570551. Fax 0489 
570451 . 

1994 Rokkaku 
Challenge 

The rules for the 1994 
Rokkaku Challenge remain 
unchanged from previous 
years. There is no need to 
register prior to the rounds 
of the challenge - just turn 
up on the day and listen out 
for annoUncements for the 
start of each round. These 
are at:-

April 3rd & 4th 
Blackheath Easter. 
May 1st & 2nd 
Weymouth 
May 14th & 15th -
Brighton 
May 29th & 30th - Banham 
June 4th & 5th 
Basingstoke 
July 2nd & 3rd 
Washington 
July 9th & lOth 
Monmouth 
August 27th & 28th -
Portsmouth 
September 3rd & 4th -
Bristol 
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The Pin Pratt I a E:S£122 
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Well pin pratters, what has 1994 produced so far in 
terms of new badges! 

Well first is badge no 3 in the continuing collection 
of the White Horse Kite Flyers. This time it's a 
White Horse Kiteflier with arm raised, apparently 
Toody Oakhiil of the B.K.F. did the art work. This 
has been done in two colours - gold, of whi~h 50 
were produced, and silver of which there are 500. 
For further details contact the White Horse 
Kitefliers P.O. Box 585, Swindon SN3 4YR. 

The following pins are now available from Kevin 
Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, 
Norwich. Tel 0603 31964. 

Team Cascade (red) £3.95; Thorpe Kite Flyers -
"Conquer the Wind" festival pin, available in two 
different colour varieties - £3 .95 each or both for 
£7.50; Thorpe Kite Flyers- white £3 . 75 . In addition 
a limited edition of 20 Black Team Cascade pins 
have been made. So far only two exist outside the 
team. I am open to offers for one of these. Please 
include a S.A.E. jiffy bag with all orders. 

The Kent Kite Klub have now completed their 
rainbow collection of pins with two new colours 
produced. They have also had an extra two new 

pins produced, one has the Kent Kite Klub logo in 
black on a red background, the second has the 
'KKK' on a multicoloured background, both are 
priced at £3 .00 or £5 .50 for the pair. This makes 
the K.K.K. range up to 9 pins. Pins and 
information are available from David Clements, 
K.K.K. , 93 Farmfield Road, Downham, Bromley, 
Kent BR1 4NE. 

John Ogden ofthe well know "Tiggers Team" has 
now change his rokkaku team to the "Boop Troop" 
and has produced some new pins to celebrate the 
fact . These are some of the nicest pins I have seen 
in a long time and would be well worth chasing up. 
There are three versions, the first has a white outer 
nng and these are for open sale (only 150 

produced) cost 
.. £4.00. Black ring 
(. £4.00 - providing 

···•· that you have 
· competed against 
Tiggers/Boop 
team. Pink Outer 
ring, given to 
people who the 
team think have 
helped to promote 
kite fighting as a 

FUN activity (the team is open to large bribes). All 
money raised will go towards taking the team to an 
U.S . event sometime in· late 94 or 1995. Contact 
John Odgen, 44 Stanley Road, Linden, Gloucester 
GL1 5DH. Tel 0452 301356 (evenings) or 0272 
692510 (day). 

Loddon V alley Kite Fliers have produced two new 
pins of their logo. One is silver the other gold. I 
have mislaid the information regarding numbers 
and costs so contact Peter Hillman, 119 Porter 
Road, Brighton Hill, Basingstoke, Rants RG22 
4JT. 
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The Pin Pratt 
There will of course be a number of new pins 
produced during the year. Ones I have heard about 
include the Weymouth Kite Festival, the 
Shrewsbury Kite Festival, the 
Portsmouth/Convention pin, Bristol pin and 
possibly a special 15th anniversary Kite Society Pin 
and Dieppe Pin. Tony Slater is working on a 
fighter pin and I'm sure I've heard rumours about a 
possible Paul Morgan Pin. Could he be going for 
the Dummy prize two year running? And we must 
not forget the possible B.M.I.S .S. pin for all you 
stuffed fauna. 

Well I think that's about it, but a good source for 
pins in is the group directory in this issue where it 
is noted whether groups produce a pin. It is always 
worth writing to them to obtain details. 

Just received the latest Kite Pin Hotline from David 
Gomberg (K.P.H. Box 113, Neotsu, Oregon 97364 
USA), not a mega issue and not many really hot 
pins but one that looks really nice is a Namiusagi 

. Pin which is being produced through the Japan Kite 
Museum. The pin is based on a traditional kite by 
Kezio Hashimoto (the flying Hare design). They 
are also selling Cloisonne Bolo ties, you know 
those thin straps that all Texans seem to wear, 
bas.ed on traditional Japanese designs. Each piece 
is over two inches long, they cost $30.00 and can 
be obtained from the KPH. 

Just a reminder that the Pin Head competition will 
this year be taking place at the Portsmouth 
International Kite Festival. David Gomberg will 
hopefully be in attendance, with his collection so if 
you are a true Pin Pratter plan to be there for the 
Big ONE! 

Don't forget you can advertise your badges - wants, 
for sale, swops etc free on the Pin Pratt page - just 
send me the details, and don't forget to keep me 
informed of any new badge I might have missed. 

Le Touquet 

As most of you will know the Sports Kite World Cup is being held in Le Touquet, France 
on September 9th, lOth and 11th. Le Touquet is on the coast just south ofBologne. 

The site is excellent with wide open beaches and plenty of accommodation available 
locally. 

There is camping and car parking availal)le to kitefliers, and during the Saturday evening 
there is a meal at the local swimming pool. 

If you are interested in attending, or want further information then you shoul~ctmtact the 
organisers, Jean Christophe Minot on 010 33 21405040. Fax fO 33 21409600. 
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Letters 
Alex Pearson and John Robson 

I would be very interested to hear from anyone 
who flew kites at Kensington Gardens with these 
two gentlemen. Any anecdotes, kite patterns, 
templates, photographs or even original kites to 
purchase would be gratefully accepted. Any costs 
incurred would of course be fully reimbursed. 

Please write to Mr M Froggatt, 33 Bentfield Road, 
Nether Headge, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 2AX. 

From Roland Ellis 

Now back in Australia with my feet planted well 
and truly on the ground, I can take time to sum up 
my observations and feelings that occurred through 
my brief venture into kite retailing and kiteflying 
during 1993. 

Firstly, the friendships that were made through the 
simple expedient of wanting to go fly a kite brought 
about by my having the chance to invite people, 
who were interested in kite flying, to come together 
and form a kite club - in this instance the Suffolk 
Kitefliers and what a diverse group of people they 
were. With skills and disciplines lying way outside 
that of kiteflying, but indirectly related through the 
elements. So combining like minded individuals, 
who up until that time had been doing their own 
thing as kiteflyers or who had been interested in 
kite flying and kitemaking for a long time, but just 
hadn't had the opportunity to meet others of similar 
ideas. 

My itinerant kite retailing ventures took me to 
I 

country shows, festivals, carnivals and many other 
major public events bringing about the introduction 
of kites in their various shapes and forms, to folk 
who probably would not have given kite flying a 
second thought. 

More than anything else, the happiest moments 
were the times I took kiteworkshops and kiteflying 
into schools, from primary to senior leveL The 
topic was well accepted, being covered in the 
schools curriculum through design and technology 

and as an activity subject. 

To see 3 5 flushed faces in full school uniform 
running around a playing field for 15 minutes, 
trying to get their homemade kites to fly when 
there wasn't any wind, amazed and pleased many 
teachers. Surely a far more beneficial recreation 
than watching T.V. any day! 

However, all this activity and publicity has 
produced numerous kiteflyers, many of whom are 
unaware of the dangers inherent in the sport. Andy 
King, in his back page ~dvertisement in October 93 
issue of The Kiteflier, put out a plea for power 
kitefliers to be more responsible. 

One thing that was foremost in my kite workshop 
sessions, were the do's and don'ts of kiteflying. 
What I'm sugg((sting, if it already hasn't been done, 
is for the Kite Society to print a leaflet that could 
be distributed to all its members, to kite clubs, 
retailers, kite manufacturers, councils, schools and 
so on, so that the public are educated in the use of 
kites. 

One thing that is happening in Australia, is the 
banning of kiteflying on many beaches, not only 
from the danger point of view, but also from the 
noise aspect. Manufacturers are now racing to get 
their silent sport kites on the shop shelves. 

Well there it is! To all of you who only too briefly 
I met in 1993 belated best wishes for a fulfilling and 
prosperous 1994. 

From Bill Longley 

One of the unexplored ways of spreading interest in 
kiting seems to be as a weekend course in one of 
the many residential adult education colleges 
around the country. ~I have agreed to conduct one 
such course in July. It is aimed at newcomers (I 
don't want any of you experts turning up to 
embarrass me!) If you know someone who might 
be interested, ask for a brochure from W estham 
College, Barford, Warwick CV35 8DP (tel 0926 
624206). 
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KITES 
OVER LEICESTER 
247 Clarendon Park Road 

LEICESTER LE2 3AN 
'IJ' 0533 448005 

(K)IDDIES KITES 
IND(I)AN FIGHTERS 

S(T)UNT KITES 
DROGU(E)S 

(S)INGLE LINES 
F(O)ILS 

(V) IDOES 
HANDL(E)S 

(R)EE-LS 
FLYING(L)INES 

ACC(E)SSORIES 
W(I)ND SOCKS 

RO(C)KETS 
KIT(E) BUGGIES 

YO-YO(S) 
(T) WIN LINERS 

SPARE(E)S 
QUAD(R)IFOILS 

New Opening Times 
Monday - Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm 
Saturday lO.OOam to 6.00pm 
Sunday ll.OOam to l.OOpm 

........ ''WE'RE INTO EVERYTHING'' 
Proprietors: Doug & Mary Robertson 



I Event News I u sus I 14 &A 
Balloon and Kite Fair, Derby- May 1st. 

Mr J Larson writes - "I learned yesterday that 
Derby (presumably) Town Council are planning to 
hold a Balloon and Kite Fair on May 1st (Sunday) 
from 10.00 till 18.00. To be held on Normanton 
Park adjacent to the Southern Inner Ring Round 
A5111 and lying between A3 8 and A514. 

Isle ofWight International Kite festival- 21st & 
22nd May, Ryde Sands, Isle of Wight. 

This festival has quite a number of overseas 
kitefliers, including the German Cody man lifting 
team, Rolf Sturm and David Brittain from America. 
Car parking will be free tb Kite Society members 
(subject to availability) at the Appley Car Park, on 
production of their mt?mbership card. Details of 
Hotels, B&B and camping can be obtained from 
Medina Holidays, 5 Lind Street, Ryde, Isle of 
Wight P033 2NL. Tel no 0983 611311. 

For further information regarding the kite festival, 
including trading details (there are some spaces· left 
for traders) please contact Stuart Smerdon, Leisure 
and Tourism Manager, Medina Borough Council, 
5 Lind Street, Ryde, Isle ofWight P033 2NL. Tel 
no 0983 520000 ext 262. 

Conquer the Wind Festival - 29th & 30th May 
1994. 

To be held at the Banham Zoo Show Ground, 
Norfolk and organised by Thorpe Kite Flyers of 
Norwich. 

Banham is located close to the Norfolk/Suffolk 
borders. The large flat grassed festival site is 
adjacent to Banham Zoo, a very modem and highly 
recommended complex (separate fee payable for 
visitors to the Zoo). 

An extensive prografume has now been finalised for 
the weekend and will include Team Flying displays, 
flexifoil displays, altitude sprint races for the Lotus 
Sprint Challenge Trophy, teddy bear/sweet drops, 
fighting kite competitions, individual and team 

Rokkaku battles, including a round of the KSGB 
UK Championship, the Kiteability challenge trophy 
will be offered to the winning team, limbo 
competition, aerial photography. competition and 
much more. 

Separate areas will be provided for single and 
multiline flyers and C.A.A. consent to 2000' has 
been obtained. Invited guest flyers will include Jim 
~owlands, Stafford Wallace, Team Cascade, Sky 
Divers, Team Art of Air and others. In the adjacent 
complex will be found a range of attractions 
ihcluding Banham Cidery, Craft Barn restaurants, 
Banham Zoo, the largest bouncy castle in the UK 
and East Anglias biggest market and carboot sales. 
An evening meal and reception in a nearby hotel 
will take place on the evening of the 29th, camping 
is available on the festival site at £4.00 per unit per 
night. 

For information pack and further details please 
send a large S.A.E. to Kevin Appleton, Thorpe 
Kite Flyers, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe St 
Andrew, Norwich NR7 OUQ or telephone 0603 
31964 evenings/weekends. 

2nd Basingstoke Kite Festival, Down Grange . 
Sports Complex, Baskingstoke. - 4th & 5th 
June 

Highlights for the kitefliers - first round of the 
National Pairs Championships, a round of the UK 
Rokkaku Challenge, team and individual, best kite 
competition, beer lift, altitude sprint, best lit kite 
(night flying Saturday late evening), various fun 
competitions. Highlights for the children - free kite 
workshop, circus skills, teddy bear parachuting, by 
Don and John (all cuddly toys welcome), kids kite 
competition (bring your home made kite). 

Parking- free parking for iill as per last year. Day 
visitors will be able to park in the main car park. If 
you are camping you may drive over to the camp 
site, but your car will have to reniain there for the 
duration of the festival. Camping will be available 
for both Friday and Saturday nights. Pre-booking 
is essential and payment of £5 .00 will be required 
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in advance for the whole weekend. Showers and 
washing facilities will be available, times to be 
advised later. We will try for one or more food 
vendors to open early for breakfast . 
Accommodation - Bed & Breakfast and Motel 
accommodation is available in the area - please 
phone 0256 817618 or write to Tourist 
Information Centre, Willis Museum, The Old Town 
Hall, Market Place, Baskingstoke, Rants, RG21 
lQD. 

Saturday Night Party. We have booked the Hockey 
club for the Saturday evening and will be providing 
food in the form of a substantial buffet followed by 
an auction at approximately 9.30pm. Entrance will 
be by ticket only at a cost of Adults £6.00 and 
Children (under 12) £3 .00. Drinks will be available 
at club prices. Book early as numbers will be 
limited. 

Auction - If you wish to make a donation please 
could you let us know in advance. Proceeds from 
the auction will go to the "Mayors Charity Appeal" 

For further information write to Peter Hillman, 119 
Porter Road, Brighton Hill, Basingstoke, Rants 
RG22 4JT. 

Margam Park Kite Festival, Man!:am Park, 
Port Talbot, West Glamon!:an- 11th & 12th 
June. 

This relaxed festival, in association with Save the 
Children, is set in an 800 acre park, and so has 
ample room to cope with all flying tastes. As last 
year we will be helping Save the Children to raise 
funds. 

We hope to have Ray Bethell over again for this 
festival, though at the time of writing, this had not · 
been fully finalised . His schedule this year is quite 
hectic and he is in great demand throughout the 
kiting world. Mark Coventry will be joining us and 
has been inspired by Ray to fly 3 stUnt kites at once 
and hopes to have perfected this in time for our 
festival . We will also be joined by Yaro Dunnetts 
with his magnificent stacks. Other flyers are still to 

be finalised, but you can be sure of a good time, 
with the emphasis on relaxing. Ron and Pat Dell, 
from Kiteability will be putting up a trophy for our 
informal Rok Challenge. 

If we can sort the logistics out, we also hope to 
have a mystery flyer making an attempt at breaking 
the indoor flying record - if you want to know 
more, then you will just have to turn up!! 

Trade stalls are fully booked now. We have a 
limited number of passes for flyers, these will get 
you into the park and to the flying areas free of 
charge. However, if you plan to camp there is a 
small charge, probably in the region of a couple of 
pounds per person per night. Also, without a pass, 
there is a charge to get into the park of about 
£3 .00. . Sorry to be a bit vague about these rates, 
but at the time of writing, they were not available. 
The park entrance is situated just off Junction 38 of 
the M4 between Bridgend and Port Talbot. 

For further details, pass applications etc please 
send a stamped addressed envelope to Steve 
Gibson, 91 Baysham Street, Hereford HR4 OET. 
Tel 0432 359999. 

The East London Kite Festival - 18th & 19th 
June, Hackney Marshes, London. 

This promises to be a two day extravaganza of kite 
flying, juggling, circus skills workshops, kite trade 
stands, food, drink, good weather and good fun. 
This event is also host to the third and final round 
of the National Team Sport Kite Championships on 
the Saturday. There will be kite buggying as well 
as a full programme of kite events. Saturday night 
will witness a unique performance art event as 
kites, lights and fireworks come together in a "Son 
et Lumiere" show, never before seen in Britain. 

For further information contact - Jeremy Boyce, 
High as a Kite, 153 Stoke Newington Church 
Street, London Nl6 QUC. Telephone 071 275 
8799, Fax 071 226 8613 . 
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Christmas, once again, has been - and gone, 
another year has past, 
April will soon be with us, 
and a new season here at last. 

Time to dust off the goodies, 
and winter projects done. 
Blackheath is the first of the festivals, 
and as usual a bundle of fun. 

Warden will quickly follow, 
then, Weymouth, Swindon, Brighton 
Banham, Basingstoke, Margam and Weston, 
Hackney Marshes, Milton Keynes, what a 

Shrewsbury, Washington, Monmouth, 
we are all off to Wale~, Yakki Da! 
Petworth, Brighton Stunts and then · 
This looks very familiar, Ya! 
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for the convention and plenty 
Then two days of flying at S 
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The last of the seas 
Goodness me, that w 
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So don't 
for most 
The trader 
That's

1
KI 

quick, doesn't time fly. 

see us, 
will be. 

on, 

'94' list now ' available.S.A.E.please. 

NEW BOOK AVAILABLE 

"THE USBORNE BOOK Of KITES" 

Hands on book of kites for kids 
of all ages •.••••••..•. £3 •• 50p. 

2, Garfleld Road, . Enfield, Middlesex EN3 4RP Tel: 081 -804 9080 

Proprietor : Mrs. P. Dell 
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Southampton Kite Flying Day - 26th June, 
10.00 - 6.00 at Lordshill Sports Ground (J3 
M27, Jl M271) organised by Totton and Eling 
Lions. 

A fun flying day for farriilies and enthusiasts with 
separate single line and multi-line flying areas, 
toilets, refreshments and free parking. For further 
information contact Michael Lowe- 0703 779194. 

11th Shrewsbury Kite and Boomerang Festival 
-:2nd & 3rd July. 

Location - Sundome Playing Fields, 2 miles east of 
Shrewsbury on the B5062. 

Events this year include the usual ALL IN 
KITEABILITY ROKKAKU CHALLENGE with a 
very nice engraved tankard supplied by Kiteability 
for first prize, also runners up prizes will be given. 

For those of you who are not familiar with the 
above event, the rules are: 1. Any size ofRokkaku 
shaped kite is permtssable if it is more than 24 
inches high: 2. Teams or solos can enter: 3. Best of 
three fights finds the winner: 4. No Manja! 

The CAN CLOBBERING COMPETITION will be 
featured again and, as before, whatever you clobber 
you keep! 

After last years success we will be running another 
ALTITUDE SPRINT EVENT. Prize will be: for 
the winner- an engraved tankard donated by John 
Southerton, and bits and pieces for the runners up, 
including boomerangs donated by the British 
Boomerang Society who share the venue with us. 

Camping is on the edges ~f the flying field and you 
can stay from midday Friday until midday Monday. 
Charges are £2.00 per unit per night. Fees will be 
collected on site. 

The Pavilion will be in use all weekend and has 
toilets and showers. English breakfast will be 
served on Saturday and Sunday morning between 
7. OOam and 9. OOam at a cost of £3.00 per 

breakfast. Snacks and drinks will also be available 
in the same place all day. 

The flying site is divided into 3 fields and, as last 
year, the stunt kites have their own 10 acre field at 
the bottom of the site, the b.oomerang throwers 
have the field at the back of the Pavilion and the 
single liners have the largest field. 

Traders are welcome by prior arrangement (drop 
me a line or phone for a natter!). Charges £5 .00 
per day or £10.00 for the weekend. Fees will be 
collected on site. 

One of the overseas flyers this year will be Wemer 
Hohenhorst and family who are best known for 
very large star kites and a flying Rolex watch with 
moving hands! 

If you require breakfast tickets write to me 
enclosing a S.A.E. and £3 .00 each breakfast, 
cheques payable to Tony Slater. I need to know 
beforehand how. many breakfasts are required so 
that we know how much bacon to buy! 
(Vegetarians are catered for). 

Contact Tony Slater, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, 
Harlesott, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SYl 4JY. 
Telephone 0743 235068. A large S.A.E. for maps, 
B&B lists etc would be appreciated 

9th Washington "Northern Electric 
International Kite Festival" - 2nd & 3rd July 
1994 at Northern Area Playing Fields 
Washington, Tyne and Wear. 

This years International Event celebrates its 9th 
anniversary and we expect to break last years 
record attendance figures of 66,000 visitors. 
Firmly established on the professional and amateur 
kite calendar we will host some of the world's best 
kitemakers from Japan, USA, Germany, Italy, 
France, Denmark and Britain. 

Besides the usual competitions, displays of single, 
two and four line kites, buggying, parachuting 
teddy bears, sweet and egg dropping we hope to 
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break three world records - one for the most Cody 
kites flown at one time, second for the most entries 
in the Rokkaku Challenge and finally we aim to set 
a new world record for the largest number of box 
kites flown at the same time. 

Once again we will have a fabulous entertainment 
programme - childrens village, art and craft 
marquee, visual art marquee, food and drink 
marquee, music and entertainment plus a kite 
hospital and kite trade stands. 

We have limited free accommodation at the 
Sunderland Poly (Bed and Breakfast) and 100 free 
onsite camping/parking places which will be issued 
on a first come - first served basis. 

For maps, car/camping passes/free accommodation 
etc please send s.a.e. Please let me have your car 
details - make model, registration number and 
colour. Camping and car passes will be issued 
about 2 weeks before the event. 

Don't forget to bring your Rokkaku I Cody I 
Hargraves I Professor Waldorf or any other kites 
with more than 3 sides. 

For more details contact Malcolm Goodman, 134 
Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland, TS22 SEX 
Tellfax 0642 550827. 

Wales International Kite Festival- 9th & lOth 
July, Vauxhall Fields, Monmouth. 

This festival, will have it usual range of activities, 
including displays by overseas guests. This Jear 
the entry/car parking fee will be waived for Kite 
Society members on production of their 
membership card (non members costs are £2.50 
adult, £1.50 Child). 

Camping on site is available for a maximum of 
three nights (Fri/Sat/Sun) and costs £7.50 per tent 
for the weekend. 

Please contact Nicola Hughes at Monmouth 
Borough Council for camping passes and any other 

information. Nicola Hughes, Tourism Office, 
Monmouth Borough Council, Mamhilad House, 
Mamhilad Park Estate, Pontypool, Gwent NP4 
OYL. Tel 0495 762311 ext 209. 

Middle Wallop Summer Kite Fest- August 6th 
& 7th. 

Held at the Museum of Army Flying, Middle 
Wallop, Stockbridge, _Andover. This boasts the 
largest lawn in Europe, and has been rated by all 
the attendees at previous meetings as the most 
perfect site for its rparvellous area of close cut 
grass. Here ALL taking part pay an admission 
charge of £3 .00 daily but that includes the superb 
museum and facilities. Camping (without water or 
other services) is possible in the field opposite. 

Blackwater Yalley Kite and Juggling Festival
August 21st. 

This event is being organised by the Blackwater 
V alley Recreation & Countryside Management 
Service and is the first of what they hope will be an 
annual event. Trade stands are available, for a 
donation, and so far Cunning Stunts, of Salisbury, 
and the White Horse Kite Fliers have agreed to 
attend. 

The event is taking place at Shepherd Meadows, 
near Sandhurst, Berkshire which is one of the many 
Blackwater Valley open green spaces. 

If you are interested in attending, or trading, then 
you should contact Alan Williams on 0252 331353 . 

Dieppe International Kite Festival - lOth to 
18th September. 

The main festival weekend is the 17th & 18th 
September and once again the organisers can 
confirm that kitefliers will be provided free 
camping or hostel accommodation on Friday 16th 
and Saturday 17th and that a charge will be made 
for the Thursday and Sunday nights. Unfortunately 
it is too early for fuller details, eg costs per night or 
of the Saturday evening meal. 
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A theme has been given to this years competition -
"Sea and Ocean" . The prizes will consist of 
invitations to other kite festivals. 

The Gwithian Sport Kite Classic, Hayle 
Cornwall - 17th to 25th September~ 

Hosted by The St Ives Bay Holiday Park in aid of 
the Downs Syndrome-Association. This will ·be the 
third "Gwithian" and promises to be the best yet. 
With the camp and beach to ourselves there is 
plenty of space to "Grab some air" . We have more 
events this year. The fmal heats of the U.K. 
National Parakart Championships, the Gwithian 
Cup buggy race competition, and the Needle 
Challenge to wind things up a bit! 

For something completely different we will be 
holding a (loose) Beach Volleyball Championship 
with the net and cup sponsored by the Holiday 
camp. Speed trials (official). We will try for a new 
world record when beach and wind conditions 
permit. There will be more space this year for 
single line kites and we have applied for !200ft 
clearence. 

On Saturday the 24th there will be a kite carnival 
Parade. All display kites are welcome. 

The World Can Clobbering Championships for the 
coveted "Penwith Cup", this event promises to be 
hard fought for . Chris Mattisons display of superb 
kite flying last year has set a high standard to 
follow. 

We anticipate a large turn out of buggies so 
advance registration is advisable. The maximum 
fleet size will be 30 buggies. The registration fee 
will be £10.00 per Competitor, this will include 
Parakart Association membership, race number 
(bib) and public liability insurance. For P .K.A. 
members the registration fee for the "Gwithian 
Cup" will be £5 .00. 

The Gwithian Video team will be filming the event 
for the third and final charity video. We also expect 
regional and national t.v. crews. 

For accommodation details ring St Ives Bay 
Holiday park on 0736 752274 and quote the 
Gwithian Sport Kite Classic for our special rates. 
For registration or more information ring Spider on 
0554 834937 

The U .K. National Parakart Championships are 
taking place over 3 separate meets in association 
with the British Federation of Sand and Land Yacht 
Clubs. There will be six races to a meet. The first 
meet was on 12th March but the other two are on 
16th & 17th July at Lytham St Annes, near 
Blackpool, Lanes and 17h - 25th September during 
the Gwithian Sport Kite Classic- See above). For 
more information contact the P.K.A. , Pembrey 
Farm House, Pembrey, Burry Port, Dyfed SA16 
OYT. 

Harm van Veen, 
J. Rontgenstr. 2 
2551 KT The Hague 
Netherlands. 

Co-Founder IFOSK: 

Charles A Sotich 
Chicago, Illinois. 

What is IOSK? (International Friends of Small Kites) . 

IFOSK is a club in formation now, a loose "company" of 
those in different countries of the world, who like to 
make, fly, collect or just read about small kites. 

IFOSK tries to hold contact between members by issuing a 
simple newsletter with drawings, diagrams, photos etc. · 

IFOSK will participate in expositions. IFOSK stimulates 
exchange of small kites and ideas on the theme. 

The language of IFOSK is English, but IOSK will 
promote translation in and from other languages. 

Join the IFOSK by sending a homemade small kite, or 
four international reply coupons to the above address. 

Every member will receive 4 newsletters and is expected 
to send contributions for subsequent newsletters. 
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BRIGHTON 
KITE 
FESTIVAL 
21 & 22May 
Saturday & Sunday 
lOam to 5pm 
Admission £1 per vehicle 

BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL 1994 
FREE ADMISSION IF DISPLAYED ON WINDSCREEN 

... ...._ .. ,. DEMONSTRATORS CAR PASS 



KITE EVENT CALENDAR 

U.K. KITE EVENTS 

Date Event Contact 

May 1st & 2nd Weymouth International Beach Kite Festival, Weymouth, 
Dorset. 

The Kite Society 

May 7th & 8th Swindon Kite Festival, Lydiard Country Park, Swindon, 
Wiltshire. 

May 21st & 22nd Brighton Kite Festival, Shoreham Airport, West Sussex .. 

May 21st & 22nd Isle ofWight Kite FestivaL 

May 22nd Milton Keynes Kite Festival, Bedfordshire. 

May 29th & 30th Bath International Kite Festival, Lansdown Playing Fields, 
Bath. Including round 1 of the British National Sport Kite 
Championships- Team only. 

May 29th & 30th Banham Kite Festival, Banham Zoo, Norfolk 

May 28th & 29th Spring Kite Festival, Teston, Maidstone, Kent 

June 4th & 5th Basingstoke Kite Festival, Down Grange, Basingstoke. 1st 
round British Pairs. 

David Robinson 

Ray Oakhill 

Andy King 

Chris Murray 

Olly Cromwell 

Kevin Appleton 

Heather Town 

Neil Robinson 

June 11th & 12th Margam Park Festival, Bridgend, South Wales. Steve Gibson 

June 11th & 12th British National Sport Kite Championship, Round 2, Weston- Avril Baker 
Super-Mare. Teams and Pairs. 

June 18th & 19th East London Kite Festival, Hackney Marshes, London. Jeremy Boyce 
Including Round 3 of the National Sport Kite Championship. 
Team only. 

June 26th Southampton Kite Flying Day Michael Lowe 

July 2nd & 3rd 11th Shrewsbury Kite & Boomerang Festival, Sundorne Tony Slater 
Playing Fields, Shrewsbury. 

July 2nd & 3rd Washington Festival of the Air, Northern Area Playing Fields, Malcolm 
Washington, Tyne & Wear. Goodman 

July 9th & lOth 3rd Wales International Kite Festival, Monmouth. Andy King 

July lOth Petworth Kite Festival, Petworth Park, West Sussex Joanna Mersey 

July 16th & 17th British National Individual Championships, Stanmer Park, 
Lewes Road, Falmer, Brighton. 

July 31st 

August 6th & 
7th 

I 

Blackheath Summer Festival, Blackheath, London. 

Museum of Army Flying Kite Festival, Middle Wallop, 
Andover, Hampshire. 
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U.K. KITE EVENTS (Contd.) 

August 6th & 7th 3rd East Kent Kite Festival, Palm Bay, Margate Heather Town 

August 13th & 14th Summer Kite Festival, Teston, Maidstone, Kent Heather Town 

August 14th Bournemouth Kite Festival, Hengistbury Head. David Webster 

August 21st Blackwater Valley Kite and Juggling Festival Alan Williams 

August 26th Kite Society of Great Britain Annual Convention, The Kite SocietY. 
Portsmouth, Hampshire. 

August 27th & 28th Portsmouth International Kite Festival, Southsea The Kite Society 

-···· 
Common, Portsmout.~ Hampshire. 

September 3rd & 4th Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court, Avril Baker 
BristoL U.K. Pairs third round. 

September 17th - 25th Gwithian Sport Kite Classic, Hayle; Cornwall Spider Kites 
........ 

September 18th Salisbury Kite FestivaL Cunning Stunts 
~~-· . . . ·- ··-· -~~- ·-

September 25th Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. RonMoulton 

October 9th 

Date 

June 18th & 19th 

. ---~ ... 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust, Parham Airfield, 
Framlingham, Suffolk. 

OVERSEAS KITE EVENTS 

Event 

Fano International Kitefliers Meeting, Denmark. 

Scheveningen International Kite Festival, Holland 

LizHammond 

Contact 

. .. .. ...... .. . ·· ······ ·········· ········ · ··············· ······· ········ 

World Cup, Le Touquet, France. 010 33 21405040 

Dieppe International Kite Festival, France. 

September 24th & 25th Berlin International Kite Festival, Germany. 010 49 30 788 1992/3 

STACK EVENTS 

Date Event Contact 

April23rd & 24th Le Touquet Open, France. Team only. 

April 30th & May 1st Trasimeno Cup, Castiglione del Lago, Italy. 

May 14th & 15th 2nd Picardie Cup, Quend Plage, France. 

June 25th & 26th North Sea Cup, Scheveningen, Holland NSC Organisation 
Committee 

July 9th & lOth Benelux Cup, Third Leg, Oostende, Belgium JP Leclercq 

. .. . .. ... ... 

. .... 

. ....... 
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CONTACTS 

The Kite Society P.O. Box 2274, Gt Horkesley, Colhester C06 4AY. 

Andy King The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9P A. 071 836 1666 

Ron Moulton 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts WD2 3AS. 

David Robinson 61 Bridge End Road, Stratton St Margaret, Swindon SN3 4PD. 

Ray Oakhill 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Sussex BN2 8RE. 0273 306842. 

Cunning Stunts The Cross Keys, Chequer, Salisbury. 0722 410588. 

Spider Kites 0554 834937 

Oily Cromwell 74 Marshfield Way, Fairfield Park, Bath BA1 6HQ. 0225 313504. 

Kevin Appleton 37 Easterm Avenue, Thorpe-St-Aridrew, Norwich NR7 OUQ. 

Nei1 Robinson 0256 51426. 

Heather Town 19 Hazlewood Close, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3HW. 0732 351244 

Steve Gibson 91 Baysham Street, Hereford HA4 OEJ. 0432 359999 

Jeremy Boyce 153 Stoke Newington Church Street, London N16 OUH. 071 275 8799. 

Joanna Mersey 079 87214 

David Webster 

Malcolm Goodman 

Estelle Barton 

Avril Baker 

LizHammond 

Frits Jansma 

G Blitgen 

Michael Lowe 

J C Minot 

J Wolfe Patrick 

NSC Organisation 
Committee 

Chris Murray 

Alan Williams 

16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton, Hants, S04 3HN. 

128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury SY1 4JY. 0743 235068. 
······················-········ ········· ··············•·••···· 

134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 SEX. 0642 550827. 

Airbom Kites, 97 Trafalgar Stret, Brighton, Sussex BN1 4ER. 0273 676740. 

Saville Court, Saville Place, Clifton, Bristol BS8 4EJ. 0272 466852. 

Shingle Bungalow, Benhall Low Street, Sweflling, Saxmundham, Suffolk. 

Koningsstraat 8, 1811 LV ALKMAAR, Holland. +31 72 152901. Fax +31 72 151885 

17 Rue Dr. Fr. Baclesse, L-3215, Betternbourg, Luxernburg. 

0703 779194 

19 Rue de l 'Herrengrie, 59700 Marcq en Barreuil, France. 

30 Rue des Castaings, 33470 Le Teich, France. 

Telephone 70 385 8586. 

Garroways, Coffee Hall Arts Workshop, Milton Keynes, MK6 5EG. 

0252 331353 
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KlfE FEStiVAL 
Petworth Park · West Sussex 

on 
SUNDAY 10TH JUlY 

Wf NffD YOU to make the day 
a success. rree pass below. 

ror more information & passes please contact 
Joanna Mersey 079 87 Z14 or The Dells 081 804 9080 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------~-------

Demonstrator's Car Pass 

KIIT8 · SUNDAY 10TH JUlY )94 
Petworth Park · West Sussex 
AZ7Z Midhurst Road entrance 



INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF THE AIR 
AND INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL 

MEDELLIN - COLOMBIA 

ARRANGEMENTS 
"How would you like to fly your kite 
in Colombia?", was the question 
Derek Kuhn asked me. Being very 
interested in flying kites in new and 
unusual venues I naturally said yes. 
Only then did I stop to ask the sensi
ble questions such as when? What's 
involved? How much will it cost? 
etc .. . 

We had met the representatives of the 
Colombian Kite Club, Yaripa Asso
ciation Ecologica Cometeros del 
volador, at the Dieppe festival in 
1988 and they were even then con
sidering the possibility of an interna
tional festival. After several years of 
effort they had finally brought to
g~ther all the elements necessary for 
a festival and were now at the stage 
of inviting the world's top kite fliers. 

Derek was asked to act on behalf of 
the Yaripa club in issuing the invita
tions to the European kite fliers, a 
task which could not be undertaken 
until certain facts were established, 
such as, dates on which the festival 
would run; accommodation 
arrangements; costs ; etc . 
Immediately the information was 
available the invitations were issued. 
Unfortunately Derek Kuhn and 
myself were the only European kite 
fliers able to attend. 

This was probably due to the timing 
(1st to 12th December, i.e. the run 
up to Christmas), the costs (while all 
accommodation, meals and transport 
within Colombia were provided, no 
help was available with travel to/from 
the country), and/or Business com
mitments. Whatever the reasons 
were, we know many of our kite 
friends in Europe would have dearly 
loved to have been with us! 

Other international kite fliers came 
from the United States- Joel Scholtz, 
Jon Trennepohl , Jane Parker 
Arnbrose, and Mel Govig. The 
Malaysian National Kite Team had 
also accepted the invitation but a last 
minute hitch prevented them being 
with us. 

THE COUNTRY 
Colombia occupies the north west 
corner of South America and has a 
very varied geography. It has a tropi
cal coastline in both the Caribean 
Seal Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific 
Ocean. It has tropical rain forests 
from which emerges the Orinoco 
river in the north and the Amazon in 
the south. In Colombia, the Andes 
mountain range divides into three 
"fingers" before blending into the 
coastal plain. Being close to the 
Equator, its climate does not have 
seasons as in Europe but varies with 
altitude. 

Medellin is situated in a valley be
tween two of the "fmgers 11 of the 
mountains, approximately 5000ft 
above sea level. One thing is for sure, 
the scenes from the aircraft as we 
flew over Colombia justified the su
perlatives exotic, breathtaking, and 
many more. 

THE BUILD-UP 
As our aircraft began its decent into 
Medellin International Airport we 
were wondering just what lay ahead 
of us. The only Colombians we new 
were Ines and Jairo- was their warm 
friendship typical of the people? or 
was the country as lawless as the 
newspapers would have us believe? 
We were about to find out first hand! 

We received a very warm welcome 
at the airport by one of the organis
ers, Ines Elvia Uribe. From there we 
were whisked off to our hotel, the 
Villa De Portiva, to drop our gear 
before going on to the T. V studios 
to be interviewed live on their 
"What's On" programme. This was 
followed by a much more leisurely 
and civilised activity, a meal at a 
rooftop restaurant with Ines, her hus
band Jairo and Ana Cecilia Jaramillo. 
The view was magnificent with the 
city lights spread out below. 

Derek and I had decided we wanted 
to learn as much as possible about 



Colombia, it's people, language, tra
ditions, food, etc. This proved to be 
a sound move as the food was gen
erally very good and we had a great 
deal of fun wrapping our tongues 
around the language. 

Thursday morning we met Blanca 
Stella Montoya, Jairo's sister, who 
was to be our guide for the morning. 
After a tasty breakfast we toured the 
Botero Museum and Art Gallery - he 
apparently specialised in painting and 
sculpting "fat" people, often making 
political statements in his work. It 
was then time for lunch before re
turning to the hotel to collect our 
kites. Transport was being provided 
to take us from the hotel to a kite 
workshop. where Ines and friends 
were working with street children, 
helping them to re-integrate into 
society. 

Our transport was late collecting us 
so we flew one or two kites to pass 
the time (as you do!). After a while 
it became obvious that there was 
some kind of social disturbance be
cause crowds began running past the 
gatehouse ofourhotel. Next we saw 
people with portable T.V. video 
equipment running in the same direc
tion. At this point a helicopter be
gan to circle low overhead - it had, 
what looked like, a heavy calibre 
machine gun mounted on each side! 
It was evident, even to us, that some
thing quite serious had occurred 
close by. This was confirmed when 
the Manageress of the hotel came to 
us and explained (in Spanish!) that 
someone had been shot dead ... . 
Later it was explained to us that the 
police had finally caught up with the 
infamous drug baron, Pablo Escobar, 
two blocks away from where we 
were flying! 

Friday began with a visit to a South 
American craft market, after which 
we met up with a number of 
microlight pilots at the airport and 
had an al fresco lunch with them. 

The next activity was an organisa
tion and safety meeting in the admin
istration building. As this was con
ducted totally in Spanish we could 
only guess at most of the content! 

Later that evening there was a recep
tion in the airport concourse which 
was attended by various dignitaries 
and VIP's. Here we met Joel Scholtz, 
Jane Parker Ambrose, Jon 
Trennepohl and Mel Govig. It was 
also here that we were first intro
duced to the local liquor called 
aguardiente (lit. fire water). It tasted 
of fennel and was vt:ry similar to 
pernod - got to know it well! 

FESTIVAL OF THE AIR 
Saturday, the first real day oftheln
ternational Festival OfThe Air 3rd-
5th December, 1993 . We had some 
rain in the morning (several of us 
sheltered under my winged parafoil 
- kites are very versatile!) but this 
cleared in the afternoon. Although 
the winds were very light J on 
Trennepohl put on a tremendous dis
play of stunt flying. His evident skill 
together with the technology he has 
built into his kites were "poetry in 
motion"! I flew my train of flags un
der the European Rokkaku but the 
wind was too light for them to stay 
up, it was definitely a delta/roller 
wind. Other concurrent activities 

were:- pigeon racing; radio control
led model aircraft; Parachuting; 
Parascending; Microlights; Gliders; 
commercial air traffic, all within the 

airport perimeter - our Civil Aviation 
Authority would have a collective 
heartattack at the thought of this! · It 
is very satisfYing to report that, al
though all of these activities were 
taking place in close proximity to 
each other, there were no accidents 
of any kind. Later we were taken to 
a restaurant the "Mondongos", for 
dinner. The meal was a kind of hot
pot with something akin to our York
shire "Tripe" - very enjoyable. 

Sunday, · back to the airport but to
day the weather was clear, sunny, and 
hot. With the clear weather we could 
really appreciate the majesty of the 
mountains surrounding the city! 

We had many kites on display, rang
ing from beautifully decorated hexa
gons and "Eddy" kites to very large 
birds and double delta-conynes. The 
wind was still light however so Jon 
Trennepohl and I pooled our re
sources. He had a huge flowform 
which had the necessary lifting power 
in the light wind to be able to carry 
my train ofFlags - the show was very 
much appreciated. My thanks go to 
J on, Derek, and everyone who 
helped. One of the most amazing 
kites was Joel's four line stunt kite in 
the form of a beautifully crafted 
Dragon, you must see the photo
graphs! 

Photo: D. Kuhn 
KITE FESTIVAL 
Monday 6th was the start of the 1st 
International Kite: Festival, the first 
flying session of which required a 



coach trip into the mountains to what 
must be one of the most exotic fly
ing sites in the world - El Pafiol (lit. 
The Rock). This is claimed to be the 
second largest individual rock in the 
world and having climbed the 345 
steps to the top I am more than will
ing to believe it! It is situated on a 
plateau, just below the tops of the 
mountains, and is 200 metres high 
(213 7m above sea level). The views 
over the resevoir to the mountains 
were utterly magnificent! Joel, Jon, 
and I engaged in a paper aeroplane 
flying contest before getting down to 
the more serious business ofkite fly
ing. After an interesting packed 
lunch we flew a wide variety of kites, 
ranging from deltas, snowflakes, 
manta, and legs, to a cody war kite. 

We stopped at a town on the side of 
La Represa Del Pafiol (the resevoir) 
while the coach had its puncture and 
broken wheel repaired. A delicious 
meal was provided before we tried 
our hands at flying over the resevoir 
in what was a very light wind. 

Jon presented another impressive dis
play of stunt flying in conditions few 
others would even bother with. Joel 
and Mel demonstrated their skills 
with appliqued fighter kites. Derek 
and I flew our lightest wind kites and 
thanks to a reel of ultra light kevlar 
line we were able to achieve quite a 
respectable height. Jota worked very 
hard and with great skill to keep his 
delta/conyne in the air despite not 
having the lightweight material we 
take for granted in Europe. We all 
had yet another good time! Back at 
the villa, we had refreshments and 
exchanged various gifts, etc., before 
retiring to the local hostelry. 

The next day began with a kite work
shop at Picacho on the edge of the 
city in the foothills of the mountains. 
The way lnes and her friends started 
the workshop was a revelation to us. 
She, Richardo, and Christina had the 
nifios in a large circle and fired their 
enthusiasm with songs and clapping 

before begining the kite making. We 
then formed small work -groups of 
one or two kite fliers to 12 or 15 kids. 
The children's enthusiasm was so 
heartwarming it is difficult looking 
back to decide who enjoyed them
selves the most, them or us! Next it 
was lunch, followed by flying from 
the roof of the Moneterey Shaping 
Centre. Imagine the scene, a goodly 
number ofkite fliers in a limited space 
and with turbulence for the first 50 -
100 feet! The resulting activity was 
an amusing amalgam of dancing, 
weaving and kite flying - it was great 
fun. 

A dash back to the villa then into the 
city to watch the Christmas lights 
being switched on and the subsequent 
carnival parade. This was quite a 
spectacle, people were climing trees 
in order to see! Afterwards, a late 
dinner at the villa during which we · 
were invited to a party. The people 
were very friendly and there was lots 
of music and dancing (and 
aguardiente). What a day!!! 

On Wednesday we flew from El 
Volador, a hill in the city which used 
to be an indian burial ground but is 
now a favourite flying site for Yaripa 
(and other) kite fliers. The morning 
wind was not very good but im
proved as the day progressed. We 
had a really good range of kites in 
the air in the afternoon. These var
ied from a huge double delta conye 
to Anita's hexagon (beautifully deco
rated with a Garfield design), and 
from "Martin Lester" legs to a 5 
square metre "Peter Lynn" peel. We 
had a very pleasant evening with 
Anita who, it transpired, is a very ac
complished radio ham. Then to the 
villa to recharge the batteries for the 
morrow. 

Thursday morning we took it easy 
And did some shaping. In the after
noon we went to Nutibara, a village 
on top of a hill overlooking the old 
airport. The wind was so light that 
only the very lightest kites could be 

flown, and then only by constantly 
"playing" them. That evening we 
were wined and dined at the 
"Monserrat" restaurant in the hills 
above the city. The journey back was 
extremely interesting - especially the 
bit where we were driven along the 
fast lane of a dual carriageway ... the 
wrong way! However, we did re
turn to the villa safely. As J ane, J on, 
and Joel were leaving at 6.00am the 
following morning we said goodbye 
to them before turning in. 

Another interesting trip into the 
mountains was scheduled for the Fri
day afternoon. We followed a sce
nic route up the west side of the val
ley to the north of the city, at the top 
of the pass at Nocorongo we were 
at 1930 mertres above sea level and 
were presented with some spectacu
lar views across the valley. We trav
elled on to Gomez Plata to take lunch 
with Jairo's family. After which we 
flew from the village square - (I 
shared a thermal with the local ea
gles). After the evening meal we vis
ited the local bar and met Maria 
(from the Festival Of The Air) and 
her friend. 

A dance troupe, lndios Draucos from 
Sierra Nevada, who were in Medellin 
for a major competition, made an 
interesting start to the Saturday for 
us. They had a full dress rehearsal in 
front of the Villa while we were wait
ing for our transport. 

We were taken to cut fresh Yaripa (a 
member ofthe cane/bamboo family) . 
The kite fliers of Medellin use this 
plant extensively in their kite mak
ing and the club takes its name from 
this plant. Because of its hard shell 
and lack of substance in the internal 
pith, its strength to weight ratio is 
very good, however, any joints do 
need binding. 

In the afternoon we returned to El 
Volador to find ... no wind! However, 
you can not keep good people down, 
the group set to as a real team and 



were determined to fly the "One Sky 
One World" kite. The determination 
paid off as the kite was flown for 
some minutes, and was much photo
graphed. This was followed by the 
signing of the banner by all present. 
Of course, the success had to be cel
ebrated with a toast (or two). 

We had a really great evening . 
Blanca invited a group of us to her 
house for dinner, the food was lovely 
and the people were great fun. From 
the meal we were taken into the city 
centre to see the Christmas lights and 
the night market. The "atmosphere" 
was tremendous! We finished the 
evening at Anita's drinking an 
aguardiente (or three) as a night -cap, 
before returning to the villa. 

AFTER THE FESTIVAL 
. On. Sunday morning we visited Ines' 
mother's country home near the vil
lage of San Antonio in the district of 
Rio Negro. This was up in the moun
tains and was very beautiful, with all 
kinds of fruit, flowers and vegetables 
growing in abundance. I paid par
ticular attention to the avocado 
pears! 

From there we were taken to a hotel 
for a sumptuous lunch and lazy hour 
or so in the sun before saying good
bye to Mel Govig and travelling on 
to the airport. 

As the kite fliers from Bogota were 
keen tb have us stay with them, we 
were leaving Medellin a day early and 
were to stay with Rafael and Nydia. 
Although we were very much look
ing forward to being with our friends 
in Bogota, Derek and I were none 
the less sad to be leaving the people 
in Medellin who had taken us so 
much to their hearts 'with their 
warmth and fun-loving friendship. 
So, at the airport, it was big good
byes to Liliana, Anita, Ines and J airo . 

We were met by Rafael, Nydia and 
Alba. Although it was dark by the 
time we were out of the airport, we 
were taken on a tour of the city. We 
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were shown the president's palace, 
the cathedral, the universities, the 
commercial centre and the old part 
of town. Then it was off to Rafael's 
flat before going on to meet the rest . 
of the members of the Club De 
Cometeros Mallku, who were hold
ing a party for us at Manuel's home, 
(the club president). From the party 
we were taken up the mountain 
above the city, where we looked 
down on the lights below, just as if 
we were in an aeroplane - magnifi
cent! While we were admiring the 
view someone produced quantities of 
aguardiente and the party continued! 

The following morning we were 
treated to a trip out to a beautiful tra
ditional village. The return journey 
was rudely interrupted by a rather 
nasty pot-hole jumping in front of 

I 

Raul's car, after which Raul needed 
a new wheel never mind a new tyre! 
The rest of the trip to the airport was 
less eventful. · We collected the kite 
gear, passed through a stringen! se
curity and customs check and got to 
the check-in desk. Thanks to 
Alba,Rafael and Raul for sorting out 
the air line - the reservation staffhad 
booked both return reservations in 
Derek's name and none at all in my 
name. However, all turned out well 
and we arrived back in dear old Eng
land safe and sound - all be it a rather 
chilly 2° centigrade. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
Looking back on the events, the 
memories which stand out are:-those 
of a very warm and friendly people. 
who know how to really enjoy them
selves; a beautiful country with a 
wide variety of landscapes which 
contain scenery as dramatic as almost 
anywhere in the world; kite festivals 
which were well organised and can 
only be significantly improved by 
more of the world's international kite 
fliers attending; flying sites such as 
El Pafiol, which will take some beat
ing for the title of most exotic flying 
site. 

One last thought, regarding Colom
bia's reputation for violence and 
drugs, with the exception of the 
Pablo Escobar incident, we saw noth
ing to make us feel unsafe, so do not 
let this sort of consideration put you 
off going to the next International 
Kite Festival of Colombia, which is 
planned for August 1994 . Who 
knows, with more sponsors there 
may be help with the cost of the 
airfares. This would certainly make 
it easier for us Europeans to make 
the long trek. I would like to finish 
with a warm and sincere thank you 
to all our friends in Colombia, their 
helpers, and all others who worked 
so hard to make their festivals a suc
cess - you did a marvellous job, well 
done. See you soon I hope. 
Don Eccleston 
Chairman, Midlands Kite Fliers. 
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TOODYTORIAL ~ 

To those of you who are perhaps 
wondering why the end of last seasons 
festival reports haven't been included 
until now - sorry for the delay, but the 
January issue was full up by the end of 
last September despite extending 
'Aerodyne' to six pages (and no it isn't a 
take-over bid on 'The Kiteflier')! 

SALISBURY KITE AND 
JUGGLING FESTIVAL 19/09/1993 

What a spot on festival site this is, 
heaps of space with close cut grass, an 
excellent campsite, wonderful view of 
'Old Sarum' fort and an alehouse within 
two minutes walking distance, no less! 
Oakie 1, Mik Jennison, 'The Lads' and 
myself arrived at the campsite within ten 
minutes of 'Aian The 'At' and friend 'Aian 
Not The 'At' (just to prevent any 
confusion!) - and tents were hurriedly 
pitched so as not to waste any valuable 
quaffing time. The 'Cunning Stunts' 
Crew arrived at the bar shortly after us, 
having just completed their 'erecting' 
(marquee, that is!) and the evening was 
whiled away with many a tale of kites 
and Maggie Philbin (oh to mix with the 
Stars)! The offer of last orders in their 
focal (which brews its own) was too good 
to pass up and we floated back to the 
campsite at an hour I do not care to 
recall thanks to several pints of excellent 
wheat beer. 
Having slept like logs, despite the mid 
September temperatures, we awoke to 
find clear blue skies, a light breeze and 
kities arriving thick and fast from all 
corners of the country. Having set up 
territory we were soon joined by fellow 
BKFfies Barry and Janet Poulter, Jerry 
and Carolyn Swift and John Thomton 
who aided and abetted us in an serious 
fauna bombing session. Barry's 'S.O.' 
{unprintable!) the gorilla and 'Eric' the 
snake made their maiden jumps 
successfully and complete with rather 
whizzie checked 'chutes. Thanks to Jerry 
and the 'Fan Club' for rescuing 'Fiver' 
from a thicket of prickly trees and 
stinging nettl~s in which he landed -
thereby achieving the days distance 
record from a joint jump with 'Diggles' 
and 'S.O.' Having presented me with 
some 'Brillo Pad' bum scrubbers re 
Bristol... Dave (WHKF) Bear wisely 
made a hasty retreat from the BKF's 

grasp, having learnt his lessorr once this 
season, to spend a mellow day chilling 
out in his deckchair with can in paw. 
After an exhausting solo Rokkaku Open 
competition (in which the rules were 
changed so many times that I don't think 
anyone knows who won!) there was 
sadly no time to visit .the beer tent, for 
the customary team morale boosting 
session before it was time to cause 
obligatory mayhem in the Team Rok'. 
This was sadly 'Groucho's' very last 
appearance before official retirement, 
and aided by an ever growing 'Support 
Team' we fought a valiant battle. 
Having taken time out to pay a 
rewarding visit to 'Mo's' wholefood 
catering stand (yom!), the 'Prang the 
Wild Thang onto the two pence piece' 
competition got well underway: providing 
much amusement and won, by a 
whisker, by Simon Dann ... who, in the 
true spirit of kiteflying, generously 
redonated his prize. 
As usual the day evaporated far too 
quickly and we were left wishing that it 
had been a two day festival.. . maybe 
next year? A well deserved 'thanks' to all 
of the 'Cunning Stunts' crew for their 
hard work which enabled an excellent 
and memorable first Salisbury festival. 
PS We did manage to fit in a little bit of 
juggling too! 
Toody Oakhill 

BOXING DAY FLY-IN A 

During discussions with Shoreham 
Airport's Flying Operations Manager 
about using the site for the 1994 
Brighton Kite Festival, it was mentioned 
that the airport would be closed for two 
days over Christmas and we were 
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invited to share the field with the local 
model aircraft club. 
Given the short notice that this afforded, 
together with the likelihood that most 
people would already be booked up with 
other Christmas obligations, I was not 
expecting a very good turnout. However, 
1 was delighted to find · that about thirty 
members and friends showed up 
throughout the day including Tony Baker 
from the Avon Kite Flyers. 
Despite full sunshine it was a bitterly 
cold day with a light wind of up to 5mph · 
that just about enabled some kite 
buggying on the half mile hard runway, 
which we had been given permission to 
use for the purpose. Despite this, part 
way through the day we were all totally 
amazed to see a plane at the end of the 
runway; facing us and with engines 
running! Fortunately the pilot had 
second thoughts before proceeding any 
further and returned to the apron to 
consult with the security guard, the 
police (who have a helicopter base 
here), and SATCO to obtain special 
clearance, whereupon kites and model 
aircraft were then grounded to enable 
take off. 
A seCond incident also involved a plane 
(this time a model) which was being 
flown over the area designated to kites. 
Suddenly it took a nose-dive and 
plummeted towards us, crashing into the 
deck frighteningly close to Alan Winter. 
Needless to say, verbal complaints were 
strongly expressed when the 
embarrassed modellers sheepishly came 
to collect the wreckage! 
As such a good time was had by all I am 
hoping to arrange summer evening 
meetings at the airport from 8pm, when 
it closes to air traffic, until dusk. Thanks 
to Simon Hennessey for this suggestion 
-I'll keep you posted. 
RayOakhill 

THE END OF AN ERA... ® ® ® 

Those of you sick to death of the word 
'Groucho' - will be relieved to hear that 
'Top Marx' are retiring in favour of a new 
team and Rok'. .. did I hear an echo of 
"Phew!" from afar?! Thanks to an those 
that have been part of 'The Team with 
the horn (? !)' over the past two 
seasons... Ray OakhiiVMik 
Jennison/Andy Dalgteish/Tom 
Gunter/Bany and Janet Poulter/Aian 
'The 'At' Wenham/Estelle Barton/Paul 

Thody/and last but not least. .. the 
infamous 'Top Marx Support Team' -
Rachel and Kathryn Jones. Sadly this is 
the last 'Parp!' you'll hear! 
Toady Oakhill 

BKF AGM 30/01/94 THE BLACK 
LIONIPATCHAM 12.30PM 

Due to the unforeseen closure of The 
Sportsman Pub, Withdean, the AGM 
was moved to the above venue. A 
notice and directions were posted on the 
door of The Sportsman - so I hope that 
all who wished to attend found us. 
DCo-ordinators Welcome: Ray 
welcomed everyone to the 1994 AGM at 
which eight members and two club 
Officers (Toady Oakhill: Treasurer/Editor 
and Mik Jennison: Competitions 
Manager) were present besides himself. 
DApologies: Bany Pitman. 
DMinutes 1993 AGM: All agreed as per 
Aerodyne/The Kiteflier Issue April 1993. 
DMembership Secretary's Report 
(Ray Oakhill): The Club has averaged a 
Membership of approximately 55 
Members over the last three years. 
Current figures stand at 56 (not including 
additional Family Members). 
DTreasurer"s Report (Toody Oakhill): 
The balance and analysis of Club 
Income/Expenditure for 1993 was 
viewed, which raised a query about 
Membership Fees. After discussion 
Jerry Swift proposed raising the 'BKF 
Only' Membership fee by £1 to £7.00 (as 
current fees are not covering 
Membership expenses) which was 
seconded by Bany Poulter and all 
agreed. This will take effect from after 
the Festival. lt was also agreed that the 
Club should undertake more Workshops 
to provide income for its' events and 
projects. 
Dfestival Site - reasons for the move 
(Ray Oakhill): Due to the ever 
increasing attendance at Waterhall 
Public Playing Fields, Patcham, over the 
past few years, we have become 
increasingly concerned about the risk of 
a fatal accident involving the power lines 
which unfortunately run parallel to the 
site. Having exhausted the search for an 
obvious alternative suitable location Ray 
has been liaising with the authorities at 
Shoreham Airport who are more than 
willing to host this years Festival. 
Although it may seem surprising, the 
Airport will remain open, meaning th~t 
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the Control Tower has everything right 
under it's nose and one of two runways 
will be used depending on wind 
direction. This will afford them more 
control over the proceedings than when 
the Festival was held at Waterhall which 
was directly in the flight path 
approaching the Airport. A tighter 
security on flying areas and a slightly 
reduced height clearance will be 
required together with the possibility of a 
restricted line length during the Rokkaku 
Competitions. We will be in very close 
contact with the Control Tower and it 
was agreed that none · of these slight 
restrictions should pose any problem, if 
kiteflyers in attendance are responsible 
and abide by the rules laid down 
concerning flying. The Airport is hosting 
the 'Schneider Trophy' over the usual 
Festival weekend (14/15 May) hence the 
change of date to 21/22 May this year. 
DFestiva1 Progress/Committee (Ray 
Oakhill): This is going well, Toody and 
Mik agreed to undertake the poster 
design, and Barry Poulter agreed to 
investigate the possibility of providing a 
large frame tent to act as a meeting and 
infonnation centre on the flying site. 
Ray invited any interested Club 
Members to join the Festival Committee 
as he needs all the help he can get. 
Barry Poulter and Jerry Swift 
volunteered their services and were 
accepted on to the Committee which will 
meet two, or possibly three times prior to 
the Festival. 
Mik Jennison made it known that he 
wishes to stand down as Competitions 
Manager, but as the Festival is relatively 
close now, suggested that a team of 
Members should be fonned (each 
organising a competition of their own 
device) which he would be willing to co
ordinate. This was agreed and anyone 
interested should contact Mik on 0273 
321395. We also urgently require 
additional help with safety stewarding -
anyone interested should contact Ray or 
the Festival Safety Officer: Dik Ruk 
(0273 304329). Stewarding will be 
arranged on a rota basis so that 
volunteers are also able to partake in the 
fun of the festival. Accommodation 
Needed: If you would be willing to put 
up any foreign kitefliers over the festival 
weekend please contact Ray. 
DAOB: Aerodyne: The Editor (Toody) 
issued a plea for contributions from 
Members, feeling that Aerodyne needs 

more variation in content and would be 
of more general interest to Club 
Members if they sent in articles, plans, 
their kite related experiences, etc. Club 
PA System: Having stored this for 
several years, Peter Jones suggested 
that perhaps it could be either rehoused 
or sold. After discussion concerning it's 
condition and lack of Club use Toody 
proposed its sale, which was seconded 
by Jerry Swift and all agreed that Peter 
should make arrangements to undertake 
this. Club Kites/Library: lt was agreed 
to take up an offer made to Ray from 
John Wilding to purchase his collection 
of kites, books and magazines (for £50) 
for Club use. lt was also agreed that a 
catalogue of Club kites, books and 
magazines should be made and 
published in Aerodyne to infonn 
Members of their availability. Toody 
agreed to undertake this, house the Club 
Library, keep a record of loans and act 
as contact (Ray will continue to house 
Club Kites). BKF Charity: Jerry Swift 
proposed having a specific local charity 
to which donations received by the Club 
for parachuting bears could be made. 
Ray suggested the 'Rockinghorse 
Appeal' (Brighton's Royal Alexandra 
Childrens' Hospital) as appropriate and 
Jerry agreed to contact them for further 
infonnation. BKF Rokkaku 
Competition: Mik Jennison suggested 
that Members may like to partake in a 
solo Rokkaku competition at Club Fly
Ins throughout the year (dimensions and 
rules as KSGB UK Challenge). This was 
welcomed and it was agreed that the 
competition will run from the first Fly-In 
after this Festival with a trophy to be 
awarded at next year's. However, 
although Mik agreed to run this, he also 
needs an additional one or two people 
not regular1y attending other Festivals 
Jhroughout the Summer, who could run 
the competition in his absence. The 
competition cannot, therefore, start until 
we have volunteers for this - anyone 
interested should contact Mik. BKF 
Publicity: Barry Pitman had suggested 
to Ray that the Club would benefrt from 
a B/W publicity postcard, it was agreed 
that this would be a good idea provided 
that the cost was not too high. Toody 
agreed to check up on some prices. 
DCiose: Having exhausted AOB Ray 
thanked everyone for attending and the 
AGM was closed. 
Toody Oakhill 

Apri194 



BKF CHARITY © © © 

At the AGM it was decided that the Club 
should raise money for a local charity 
from Bear/Fauna Parachuting. As it was 
felt that the Fauna would appreciate 
raising money (through their valiant 
efforts) for a childrens' charity, the 
'Rockinghorse Appeal' was chosen as 
being appropriate. Funding the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital For Sick Children, in 
Brighton, (the only hospital in the South
East Thames Region devoted entirely to 
the care of children) money 
raised/donated is used for the invaluable 
research programme there and to 
provide items of equipment which they 
are unable to obtain from the NHS. 
Please send money raised from bear or 
sweet drops to the BKF Treasurer 
(Toody Oakhill), together with 
information of the occasion and 
Members involved, to be passed on to 
this very worthwhile cause. BMISS 
Certificates (given to bears dropped) can 
be obtained from Ray Oakhill. 
JenySwift 

DEEP SKY REELS FOR SALE 

A special discount is available to BKF 
Members only: please contact Maurice 
Sawyer on 0494 67394 7 for details. 

CLUB PUBLIC LIABILITY 
INSURANCE COVER 

Due to the recent discussion in the last 
issue of 'The Kiteflier' concerning 
insurance cover for kite buggying I 
decided to do some checking up of my 
own. I have been in contact with the 
BKPs Insurance Company and until the 
position is clarified you must assume 
that kite buggying Is not covered by 
our policy. I will notify you if and when 
this position changes. 
RayOakhill 

CLUB LIBRARY AND KITES WA 

Having collated the BKF Ubrary, 
Inventory of kites and materials, it is 
sadly too large to include in 'Aerodyne'! 
Therefore, if any Members (only) would 
like a copy please send me a stamped 
SAE. Members are also invited to 
submit their own book/magazine list, 
should they wish to make it available to 
other Club Members, as long as they are 

responsible for keeping track of their 
own property. 
Toady Oakhi/1 

BKF HANDY HINTS NO 8 ~'l 

How to remember the BKF Fly-in 
locations and dates... Telscombe Tye is 
the Third Sunday of the Month - so 
therefore Hollingbury must be 'the other 
one' ... the First that is! 

HAPPY COUPLE UPDATE NO 3 • 

Well the gestation period for teddies was 
a little shorter than expected. Since the 
last issue 'Suzy' and 'Biggles' have 
become the proud parents of triplets 
who are already looking forward to their 
first jump. As the triplets refuse to be 
weaned on anything but 'Kestral Super' -
'Biggle's' suspicions have been aroused 
and he has expressed some doubt as to 
their true parentage. He has pledged to 
find out what 'Suzy' really got up to at 
some of last seasons festivals and 
apparently intends to begin his 
investigations with 'Dave Bear'! In the 
meantime the 'BOF' has been booked to 
conduct the christening service at the 
Blackheath Easter Rally on Sunday 3 
April. Sadly we have just learnt that 
Dave will be checking out the Kestral 
Super supplies 'down-under' whilst 
touring with the WHKF and therefore 
unable to attend the christening. 
However, we are looking forward to 
meeting Dave's Cousin 'Roach' who I 
understand will be bringing the Holy 
Lager! 

THE (NOT SO) CULTURAL BIT m 
Thanks to 'Flight Fantastic' Alan 'The 'At' 
Wenham for the following quote relayed 
to me at the Kite Society Convention in 
Bristol via a friend of a friend of a Kitie ... 
Scene: A pub (no surprises there!) 
Kitie to Barman: 'Excuse me I'm looking 
for some friends I'm meant to be 
meeting here .. .' 
Bannan interrupts Kitie: 'The kitefliers 
are over there mate' 
Kitie: ' But how did you know I was a 
~iteflier?' 
Bannan: 'Oh that's easy ... you're all the 
same - trainspotters with cricks in their 
necks!' 
Not sure I find that one too flattering -
but there you go!! 
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BRIGHTON KITE FESTIVAL 1994" 

CVenue/Date: Shoreham Airport, 
Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex. 
Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 May 1994. 
DParking: £1 per vehicle. Free to kite 
demonstrators displaying a car pass 
(found on the Festival poster page). The 
site will be signed from the A27. 
DNew 0-0ay Aeronautical Museum: 
this will be open over the weekend for 
which an entry fee will be charged. 
DAccommodation: The 'Sussex Pad 
Hotel' (Tel: 0273 454647) is directly 
opposite the festival site, with Single 
rooms @ £48.00/Double @ f:62.00 
(prices correct at time of going to ~print). 
DCamping: Free for kite demonstrators 
and Traders on Friday (from 4.00pm) 
and Saturday evenings. No camping is 
allowed on Sunday evening. There are 
no showers on site. The nearest washing 
facilities and water sources are in the 
Terminal Building, Which is a quarter of 
a mile from the festival site. 
CFacilities: Use of the Airport Bar and 
RestauranUCafe has been agreed and 
the caterers are also hoping to provide 
some 'on field' catering. Brighton Council 
will provide portaloos. 
[]Events/Competitions: UK Rokkaku 
Challenge (Solo and Team), Altitude 
Challenge, Lifter Challenge (Beer lifting 
by kite), Indian Kite Fighting plus other 
competitions and demonstrations 
weather permitting. Night flying (without 
spotlights) will take place on Saturday 

A27 Brighton & Hove 
(A23.U23 London) 

(f) Traffic lights & Airport entrance 
~ Sussex Pad Hotel 
@ Public parking 
@ Perimeter road 
(5) Traders stalls 
CID Passholder parking & camping 
fl) Flying area(s) 
@ Terminal buildings 

---:::..= "'''''''''• A259 
· Brighton & Hove 

evening. 
DHeight Clearance: 1 OOOft AGL by day 
and night (applied for) . 
DKite Buggies: Please note that for 
safety reasons, unless you have your 
own insurance, no kite buggying will be 
permitted on the festival site. We hope 
to provide a daily slot for those with their 
own cover in the arena plus use of the 
hard runway once the airport is closed to 
air traffic at 8.00pm. Please check with 
Ray at the festival for further details 
before undertaking any buggying. 
DPiease note that the Airport will not 
close during the kite festival and 
therefore certain safety restrictions 
may be enforced. Your co-operation 
will be appreciated. 

BKF PINS 

A limited amount of club pins are still 
available @ £3.50 to BKF members and 
£4.00 to non members {including £0.50 
P&P) from Ray Oakhill on 0273 306842. 

USE THIS SPACE 5j~ 

Send contributions for inclusion to ... 
Toody Oakhill (Editor) 
The Brighton Kite Flyers 
Flat 29/Astra House 
Kings Road 
Brighton 
East Sussex 
BN1 2HJ 
a 0273 321395 
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'rhe. International Journal of the BearlJr Made It Seydive Squad, 
The International Brother and. Sisterlx>od of Parachuting Flora and 
Fauna and the U.K. Ted Devils. l ti.nclless Drivel content,exceeds all Govt limits Worldwide. 

''FROTH OFF THE BEE.R'' 
SOUTH COAST PAT6/tNITY RIIJI)LE LRTE.ST, 
TWO·TIHeP SPOIJSE CITES ·tE~B ORUN J(" 

C&LEB PRVNKNNYS ALCOHOLIC RoHP. 
The -\{orld of Pa.rafauna and the Residents of a Staid South Coast Town were liOday still 
reeeli.Dg from the Revelations and allegations of what has become knowD as the "FROTH off 
the BEER" case. 

For those of you who are oot yet up to speed, we have to go back to what was tel:'!l:ed 
the Bl([SS Marriage of the Year 93, which took place at the Stratford F.est amid :rl.lJOOurs 
that in reality it was nothing m::>re than a Shotgun Cerem:>zw. Barely had the Confetti 
settled when UglJr imnlelrlo 1 s and scurrilous :rum:>Urs began to surface. These centered a.z
ound the usual in these cases, That, A, the Bride was a bit of a goer, and put it around 
a bit, particularly with a well known Drunk. And B, that the Groom was a Lead i n the Ie
noil-less Wimp who was being Two Tilood during the Engagement. 

These nasty Rum::>urs and Innuendo's did subside when news arrived that the Bride was 
up the Duff, though some Wags did ask, by who? .And everybody settled down to await what 
was expected to be the Happy Evellt of 94. 

Alas, the you know what hit the Fan with such devastating Force that the reverberati
ons are likely to be heard for some tiloo to come. Led to believe that SUzy Bear was exp
ecting just the one Sprag, the alleged 'GOER' astounded the World 
aDd the ~dicos by producing Triplets, wherin lies the reason 
for all the Uproar. From all accormts it was a difficult birth 
compounded by the fact that although two of the Sprogs were 
the spitting image of their Mum and Dad, the third, who was 
born complete with Flying Suit, Helnet, Goggles and .A.nJoo Boots 
and clutching a Can of Kestral I.e..ger, whilst Gurgling a 
Babyish rendition of 'I'm the Froth off the Beer' was a dead. 
Ringer for a certain well known Drunk. 

For the seem:i.ng:cy cuckolded New Fa.Xher Janl..la.Iy 1 st 94 
which should have been the second happiest dey of his life 
became nothing but a Nightmare. When asked to comm:mt the 
Mother and the celeb Drunk declined to com-

ment, whilst the shocked Dad 
said its in the hands of the Law
yers ••••• To be cont . no doubt. 



CANNE.P woiU-fS, T'He Fflc:TS _f (oi.FtcriON) 

The Furore surrounding the now notorious 'FROTH off the BEER' case is not so Iruch 
a Can of Worms, mre like a carton of Cans of Worms. It would seem that intrested on
lookers are divided into two cam:2s,i.e. Do they, or Dont they ? Come ? now dear readers 
you are people of the World, you've knocked around a bit, you know the score, just where 
do Teddy Bears coxre from? If that Yfag at the back shouts 'from under Gooseberry Bushes 
once roore, he 'll be thrown out. 

look you rotten lot, its no good standing there, hands in pockets, woodbine whistl
ing, looking downwards whilst stirring the dirt with the toe of your boot, it IIDlst have 
crossed your mind. Where do Teddy Bears ooxre from, or for that matter, any Soft Cuddley 
Toy. 

Why, you may ask, is there suddenly this intrest in the Reproductive Cycle of our 
Furry friends? Actually it Ca.JOO about af'ter Toody Oakhill posed the question, ' How long 
is the Gestation Period for Teddy Bears' in .ANODYl'i'E, the Newsletter of the Brighton Kite 
Flyers. Toody also wondered if Jellied Eels with Hot Chilli Chocolate Custard and Raw 
Quails Eggs on a bed of cold Muslzy Peas was the nonna.l Fare of an expectant Ted. 

So there you have it , Gestation IID.lst xrean they' re at it,could this be an e:xplanat
tion for thingSthat go BONK in the night? As we were not too sure of 
the exact length of tire that Teddy Bears require we decided to ask 
a World renowned expert on Tedrly Bear Reproduction, Professor Mike 
Da J J rrer of the fam:>us Oakley Street Maternity Clinic. The Prof is also 
an accomplished Tedey Bear Midwife, but as Midwifery of any description 
is illegal Stateside we have to make sure that Professor Mike Dallmer 
ren:nins anoeym:>us. 

The Prof says... As far as can be judged, for mst of the Exp
erts the eX.a.ct IWxrent of Teddy Bear Procreation occurs when Money ch
anges hands for Fur Fabric. Its pretty certain that no Hydraulics are 
involved,soxre would disagree on this point though, and, after carefull 
study it would see>il that t he Gestation Period .is infin:i,.tely variable 
and depends entirely on a Ma.thama.tical Equation of considerable Com
plexity involving speed of Scissors/HOt Cutters coupled with either 
Hail.d Sewing or Sewing Machine Speed nrultiplied by thereciprocal of 
how fast you can shove Kapok up a Teddy Bears Bum. 

We also asked Prof Mike about Family resemblances. Did D.N.A. 
pley' a.I\Y part? Prof Mike replied that in his opinion Dull Needles 
Always had sorre part to play, the sharper, the better, and in the 
case of the ReseJiiblance of one of the 'FROTH' Brood, the Prof also 
reminded us that in the Species 'Ursus Edwardi.us' the Phenonema. 
well observed in the Human Species, just does'nt happen. No matter 
what vast am:mnts of Beer a Tedey Bear rilfzy con~, the dreaded 
Brewers Droop and the resultant decline in the Construction Industry 
are tota.lly unknown so that in the Profs opinion, the Irate Father 
in the 'FROTH' case rray well have a justifiable complaint. 

Well Toody we hope that has answered your question regarding 
Gestation but as regards the question about st~ food we cannot 
say roore ~ we were all brought up on a Diet of Dripping Doorsteps 
and Condensed Milk Sarnies washed down with Newcastle Brown, however 
be that as it '11lB3' the Profs answer to the resemblance question has 
opened yet another Can of Worms. 

Tipped off by Dropnik Billings that Cadburys were doing a pro
IOOtion involving the BOF scoffing enough Chocolate to sink a Battle 
Ship then sending off the wrappers and £2. 99 to obtain yet another 
new :.ecrui t to the H. Q. 11'ob, the BOF' s Non was Plussed, when out of 
the Box carre the only Teddy· he had ever ·seen which re sembled a 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier, so you can imagine the MuJ.arlcy" that we
nt on there. Needless to sa:y, that Bear is called s.B. T. and anot
her new H.Q.Mob recruit, via El Presidente Sl<;y'bums, looks so M:>rose 
that he is called WBRISEY after the happy go luclcy' Pop Star, yes 
Meat is Murder when its Tough, ~. Ha. 

From CAROLINE ORAHAM 
In New York 

MACHO rocker Bruoe 
Sprlngateen haa aent hla 
childhood teddy to hos
pital to have it "made 
better." 

Hla chauffeur delivered 
the bear by limousine to 
New York' • Doll Hospital 
for repaln. 

But work won't start 
until Bruoe, 44 - nick
named The BOil - PIYI 
a deposit. 

A hoapftal apokeaman 
aald: "We 11nt him a 
note explalnln& teddy la 
f;; Intensive care and 
may die un1e11 a cheque 
la received soon." 

He added: "There waa 
a letter from Mr 
Sp.-lf!Jillln'a offloe re
qu.tJtln& we make the 
btu better. 

"Jt lhOWI The BOil 
i~n•t- If tough 11 he la 
.made out to be • 

.. T~ e bear la In a 
1urry state. The atuffln& 
la coming out and an 
arm jw han&ln& off. · But 
we need the deposit bt· 
fore .. we oan. atart.." 



Cll FF ?STILL IIAUNTEJ) BY FRE£ZE.UP TURJJS OVER NEW LEAF. 

The young . . . Sophie Beveridge, six, 
helps launch the Icebreaker appeal with 
Dawn Brightwell and Charlie the dragon 

We axe indebted to the Pin Pra.tt for this Pnoto of what 
appears at first glance to be that Notorious Dragon of 
a Iarachuting and Alcoholic Persuasion, Cliff the Lush. 

However as you can see from the Caption, this Dragon 
goes by the m::miker of Charlie. Gordon Bermett, can it 
be that our Wandering ·will Kipper is turning over a new 
leaf ? or as mre likely, he's just doing a P.R. rehash 
'Jf his sorely tarnished Image. 

Be that as it m:~y, as you can see, whoever the Dragon 
· really is, He/She (think about it) seems to be involved 
with a 'Good Work' called Icebreaker. We axe not sure as 
to what this is all about, but whatever it is, it cannot 
be bad. 

Our thanks also go to the Kind Person who sent us the 
Rather Nifty· Jig Saw Wooden Dragon. This in case you axe 
wondering nn.1st have been cut out via a Computer Controll
eO. Scroll Saw as its in Five sepera.te sections and very 
well detailed. No way was this cut by hand, or Paw for 
that matter and it must have costa few bob. Thankyou. 

Further to this SUn Spot, below, right. If any of you 
naughty Dropniks axe thinking of turning up at the Llan
goed Hall Hotel, dressed in a - Teddy Bear suit, hoping t o 
be given to a single Woman. in exchange for a cuddle, be 
warned, the Hotel has Two Pit Bulls · who axe .A.nred and 

dangerous and whose sole :function is sniff out Ersatz Teddy Bears who chance t heir Arm. 

VeT ltNfJTI'IE/l. 't SM .. .. · · · 
We all know about various sorts of i sms, theres Conrmmism,Fascism,Age
ism, Sexism, Ib Facedism and lots l ot s mre, but our thanks go to that 
dynamic duo Oswald and Waldo BearUp and the Baniels Family Dropniks, 
for drawing our attention to a rather sinister ism, which quite hon
estly, we did 'nt know existed. We refer of course to ?.attism. O.K. we 
realise that not everyone luvs t hem, but its well out of order to chu
ck them off a church tower, sans Chutes. After all they were doing th
eir bit for a good cause. Not a very Christian thing to do is it? 

READY. TEDDY .GO 
Childhood toys parachute for charilY -

J3UT NCJT iF- Y(JU/?_c fl- (2J1-T 

CROWDS gathered to crowd to watch the . :i:i 
watch parachuting teddy teddy bears and fou r frec
bcars .leap from a church _fall r.ats jump. from thr; 
parapet an the name of _ c~h~ur;:ch~" ~:-----;:-;-..... 
chanty. rats were "free-

The 35 sponsored fall ' ~ because · they 
bears - all wearing not allowed the 
parachutes, ·were 
launched from the parapet 
of St Mary 's Paiish 
Church in Wh ittlesey on 
Saturday, in order to raise 
• no11ey for the church 's 
restoration fund. 

The church aims to raise 
£53,000 for restoration 
work on the roof, organ 
and east window. · 
·The vicar, Rev Phil 

Collins said: "lt was bril
linnt. We h ~d a lovely 

was 
raised by the teddies and 
a total of £1 ,500 has been 
raised so far fo r the 
restoration fund . 

The fund was ·officially 
launched on Sunday by 
the Venerable Dav id 
Fleming, a former vicar 
of-· the ·church , and there 
are many fundraising ac
tivities lined up for the 
future. 

Poor- Ted looks apprehenslve.at parachuting off the parapet of St Mary's 
Church, Whlttlesey, helped by Gary Stewart.. · 

!Photo: 940 1158/31.b y Simon Atkins) 



Trauma Teds help out 
Firefighters in Cheshire are 
being accompanied on emer
gency calls by "Trauma Teds" 
- teddy bears in fireman's uni
form. The bears are presented 
to . frightened youngsters are 
part of an initiative to help dill· 
dren deal with the trauma of 
fires and accidents. The chil
dren are also offered counsel
ling by social workers and a 
visit to the fire station to meet 
the crew . which helped them. 
"We hope this will help prevent 
long-term difficulties for the 
children," said county fire offi
cer Dennis Davis. - PA 

VIA" tifc j>. P. 

A Rather unique Book dropped through the BOF' s letterllox a while 
back • Written and published by Capt. Dick Wightman, erstwhile Can 
ca.r:r:yer for the Rainbear Skydi ve Corps. Entitled, Training :Manual 
MK1 Being a Casual and Hopef\llly infornative discussion of Bear~ 
opping from Kites, as carried outin the Rainbear Seydive Corps. 

As you can imagine this is how to Bomb Bears according to Capt 
Dick who has found out through Trial and Error what worksbest for 
him. Its. written in a down to earth style complete with lots of 
drawings of a 'Down Home 'nature, in that what they lack in Artistic 
polish, they m::>re than make up for in clarity. 

The Book also contains a short sto:cy entitled Bears, Kites & ~n, 
a P.re History. This little tale is very original and it s tands the 
usual view of how Teds came about, complete~ on its head. 

The .·Book is obviou~ very much a labour of love and must have consumed vast am::>unts of 
Midnight Oil, not to mention quite a bit of the Capts hard earned Dosh. If a.DiY' of you 
Bear Bombers fancy a cow, you can get in touch with Capt Dick at the Rainbear H. Q. which 
is 2ti31 N.W.95th Street, Seattle, Washington 98117, 
U.S.A. For those of you who reside Stateside,please I 
include return postage or whatever with your enquiry 
and those of you who reside outside the u. S.A. we 
would ask that you include a couple of International 
Rep~ Coup:ms (from your local Postoffice~- with your 
enquiry as the Capt aint made of m::>ney. As for the 
price of the Book and worldwide Mail Rates, just 
contact the Capt. Cheers. 

Although as we've said elsewhere in this issue 
that the Dreaded Brewers Droop does' nt affect Teds 
it would seem that ingestion of large a.DX>unts of 
Lager does do their Brains in, as we've been sent 
Ihotos of the well known celelJri ty Drunk ( sod it, 
he's taking over this issue) Bunjee Jumping from a 
Bridge somwhere in Reading. We' re not sure from the 
Pies as to wether or not Da.ve bashed his Bonce on 
the Deck when he jumped, but he seys that he need
ed a couple of Four Packs to get up the Bottle to 
do it. All we can sey is 'Da.ve, we knew you was 
a well known Pi.ss Artist, and now we know, You're 
RAVING MAD F.AL.' 

At right you can see an extract from a letter 
sent to the BOF by Mik Jennison. His idea of a 
Fauna oncy Fin Badge to deliberatzy Wind up the 
Pin Fratts seems a good idea as the ava..ra.ge Pin 
Pratt is onl3 just a little behind the average 
Po Faced Kiter, i.e. if the Po Faced is two bric
ks short of a load, then the average Pin Pratt is 
one brick short of a load, after. all nost Fins are 
the thick end of a Fiver each so youve got to be 
Banqy to pay that kind of Dosh. Gordon Bennett, 
BOF is a budding Fin Pratt, we know he's definit€.
~ offhis Rocker and on top of that He 1 s one of 
those Midnight Hour GID.ATERS,now they are RAVING 
lf~ad, Yoo Wot. 

Well that s a.nothar issue that we've managed 

On a more festive note, Toody sent 
Dave 'PissHead' Bear · a log book for 
Christmas and I created the flyleaf 
(below) for it. The logo (without the 
BMISS initials and scaled down) is a 
design for a parachute 'Jump Wings' 
badge we were thinking of getting 
made. lt'll drive the 'Pin-Pratts' crazy if 
we only give them out to the fauna 
themselves! 

The official record of the 
parachuting exploits of 

Mr David Bear 
of the 

White Horse Kite Flyers I 

to Huff and Puff up to Four pages. No doubt the South Coast Affair 

will continue apace, till then its the usual to the usual 
The Teddytorial, cjo the BOF 48. laurel Lane, West Drayton, Middx 

UB7 7TY U.K. 
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MARTIN 
LESTER 

Whale Kite 
64.95 

All Martin Lester kites are available 
exclusively from the Kite ~tore. 

Apart from the kites .listed here, Martin 
makes a number of other truely 
wondrous, custom built, limited 
production kites. For current prices and 
options on these flying wonders (for 
example the 747 jet, Big Legs-15ft & the 
Mega Legs-65ft long!) please contact us 
at the address/phone number below. 

Shark Kite 
151.95 

Other kites by Martin;-

Space Shuttle 37.95 
Bald Eagle 32.95 
American Bald Eagle 94.95 
lcarus 113.95 
Canada Goose 124.95 
Ramingo 151.95 
Japanese Crane 151.95 
Natalie'sLegs 87.95 
TeamLegs 179.95 
Chorus Line 179.95 
Hawk Kite 26.50 
Yakko Stack (3) 16.95 
Bugs!! (NEW) 29.95 
=Firefly, Ladybird or Bumblebee 

-~~ 
,.--_____,...---------1 ~~5 

The Kite Store Ltd, 
48 Neal Street, London WC2H 9PA, 

Tel; 071 836 1666 Fax; 071 836 251 o 
April1994 
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