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Top Of The line's Hawaiian Team and Spin Off kites have won more competitions than 
any other kite. They are flown by the 1989/90 U.S.A. champion male, female and team 
flyers. 

Why? Proven and unique design. Superb craftsmanship. Best quality control. 

If you wont to fly the best, fly Top Of The Line. 

Whether you are just starting, or a serious competitor, fly only genuine Top Of The Line 
kites. Appointed dealers only sell genuine Top Of The Line kites and accessories. 
If you demand the best, buy the best. Top Of The Line. 

The Kite Store 
London 
071 836 1666 

Sports Kite Centre 
Sand gate 
0303 330855 

English Top Of The Line Stores 
The Kite and Balloon Co. Kite Corner Malvern Kites 

Great Malvern 
0684 560100 

London Mill Hill 
081 946 5962 081 959 0619 

Flying Colours 
Camberly 
0252 836241 

Trodewind Kites 
Reading 
0734 568848 

The Kite Site 
Polzeath 
0208 862567 

Also available at the best 
kite shops throughout Eu rope 

TOP OF THE LINE (EUROPE) LIMITED 
SUFFIElD HOUSE 

9 PARADISE ROAD 
RICHMOND TW9 1SA 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Telephone: 081-332 1399 
Facsimile: 081-332-2567 
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The front cover shows one of the larger kites on 
show during the Dieppe kite festival. Maker unknown. 
Photo. Gill Bloom. 

CARBON KITE SPARS 
Lightweight and strong 

Very high quality tubing 
plus some spar accessories. 

SPECTRA BRAIDED LINE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

QUICKS 

THE ARCHERY SPECIALISTS 
18-22 STAKES HILL ROAD 

WATERLOOVILLE, PORTSMOUTH 
P07 7FH 

Tel. 0705 254114 Fax. 0705 251519 

Mail order a speciality, Free list available 

EDITORIAL 
THE KITE SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 31 GRANGE ROAD, ILFORD, ESSEK, 161 lEU 

Dear Reader, 

This year the kite flying season starts with the Easter Black.heath and is followed by 1991 Kite 
Soc1ety Convention which is being held in Weymouth Dorset. Full details can be found on 
pages 18 to 21. This event promises to be an exciting mternational event with many 
international k.itefliers attending from America and Europe. Remember to return the form as 
soon as possible to register. 

This year Ran and Pat Dell of Kiteability are again awarding trophies to the winners of each 
round of the U.K. Rok.k.ak.u Challenge - however this year the trophies are going to the team 
event and not the individual. Our thanks to Ran and Pat for their support. 

Remember that both the individual and the team challenges are open to all k.itefliers. There 
are no limits to who can enter. Entry to all rounds is on the day of the event - listen out for 
the start time of the bouts. 

The Kite Society single line championships will be held in conjunction with the Birmingham 
International Kite Festival at Caftan Park.. Full details will be in the April issue but the classes 
are Cellular, Flat, Soft and Peoples Choice so start preparing for the event. 

Finally, the Kite Society of Great Britain National Stunt Kite Championships are to be held on 
the 28th and 29th June prior to the Black.heath Summer Event. The two teams who finish 1st 
and 2nd will qualify for the World Cup being held in Bristol in September. For further 
information you should contact STACK. 

Gill and Jon Bloom 



LETTERS 

IN RESPONSE TO JIM ROWLANDS LETTER 

FROM BILL FARRINGTON 

I very much welcomed Jim Rowlands letter in the October issue appealling 
to festival fliers common sense and social conscience to minimise 
accidental damage and injury. 

Festival organisers who offer their time and energy voluntarily, don't want 
to become heavy handed bureaucrats, if they did then festivals would cease 
to be fun. Also punitive threats to cut the lines of the unthinking smacks 
of being heavy handed. All that can be done is to make a clear statement 
in the festival programme that flying is prohibited in the car parks and 
main spectator areas and that any claim for damagejinjury will be directed 
at the individual concerned. This would need to be reinforced by regular 
announcements over the P.A. system highlighting the stupidity of such 
activity. 

The other point in Jim's letter concerning "illicit" traders is less clear 
cut in my opinion. It asks the interesting question -do festivals exist for 
the traders or vice-versa. 

Certainly festivals - especially those attracting overseas participants -
need to generate revenue in many ways - advertising fees, sponsorship, 
entry fees (for spectators and participants), trading charges, etc. 
However, if organisers choose to go along this path then they have to 
decide on levels of fees and charges. Jim uses the phrase "appropriate 
fees" and refers to "open and fair trading". What then is an appropriate 
fee and what is meant by fair trading? £50 - £75 per day may be arguably 
appropriate for a full time retailer who makes a living out of kites, but 
it is hardly an appropriate fee for someone who makes a few kites for sale 
in hisjher spare time, or makes reels and things or who, as a one-off, buys 
a job lot of kites hoping to sell them to fellow enthusiasts. 

Such people bring variety and added interest to festivals. Their ingenuity 
and enterprise ought to be encouraged rather than discouraged, They are not 
a serious threat to bona fide retailers who often all have a perfect right 
to buy items from these small fry competitors and sell them at whatever 
price they choose from their own stands. 

To end on a more positive note. How about setting aside a small area - a 
kind of kiters flea market - at festivals for such amateur entrepreneurs, 
charging them a more modest fee (say 1/4 of the normal retailers fee) or 
inviting a donation from the days takings to offset organisers costs? This 
is what happens at Old Warden and seemed to work reasonably well without 
spoiling anybody ' s fun. 

ON THE SAME SUBJECT 

FROM LES SYMONS 
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LETTERS 

What did you think of Jim Rolands letter in the October newsletter. I fully 
agree with him because I have experienced the selling of kites, wind socks 
and spinners from the boots of cars personally. In fact it even went 
further than this when some Devon Kitefliers used our club name to gain 
access to a country show on the pretext of doing a display when all they 
were intent on was personal gain (grabbing a quick buck) not only are they 
parasites to our hobby but are sticking a dagger in the backs of kite 
manufacturers and kite shops who are struggling to earn their living. This 
has hurt me deeply in as much as I've decided to stand down as secretary 
of Devon Ki tefliers and will be flying solo on my own patch of Exmoor 
where, hopefully, I will once again find the pleasure and satisfaction of 
flying kites. 

P . S. They also had free access to the show, free luncheon vouchers and 
expenses paid. 

STILL ON THE SAME SUBJECT 

FROM ROGER LAWTON (This appeared in the Chiltern Kite News) 

Well Jim, if you put your letter in just to get a bit of reaction, here is 
my two pennies worth. 

Social conscience and the lack of it indeed! I would ask you to consider 
that traders turn out at these festivals for hard commercial reasons, and 
they are traders first and kitefliers second. They have to be it's their 
livelihood. 

The commercial threat you talk of is laughable when a kite enthusiast makes 
available to others goods or ideas at little or no profit. Please remember 
it's the enthusiast that makes these festivals, festivals rather than just 
demonstrations by brought-in specialists. 

If, as you say, traders are required at festivals, why then are prohibitive 
costs attached to small traders attending, if in fact they allowed in at 
all? Our local shop was denied access to trade at Bristol. All traders 
should be welcomed with open arms. What is open and fair about being 
excluded? Why not just ask for a percentage of takings , a much fairer way, 
and you might even show a greater income. 

Regarding your comment on Kevlar; my experience over three years using 
various types of Kevlar prove your contention to be erroneous. I have yet 
to understand why one material, just because it has a higher melting point 
than others, is considered more dangerous. Any line under tension may, 
under certain circumstances, be hazardous. Kevlar has many advantages, 
longevity and price being two, and it seems to be quite acceptable in 
Holland. I do not understand the paranoia associated with in t h e U.K. 
Perhaps it is the vastly increased profitability on alternatives. 

I would say that more and more of my time at these larger gatherings is 
spent encouraging newcomers with their brand new Peter Powell or whatever, 
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LETTERS 

to relocate from among the single-liners and crowds and find a bit of space 
so that they won't be such a nuisance to others. They honestly had not 
thought of thi s with the excitement of a new acquisition and the desi re to 
get it airborne. Messages must be broadcast regularly directing people to 
those areas designated for their kites. Kites are purchased throughout the 
meeting and the message must be put across continually. I consider it 
reasonable to have marshals assisting new fliers and directing them to safe 
areas. I wonder if that may happen in a co-ordinated fashion, surel y the 
local group could assi s t. 

FROM GARY CLARKE 

Stunt Kites v s Single Line Kites. 

This 'debate' i s really starting to cheese me off in a big way. One of the 
things that drew me into kite flying was the friendly and positive attitude 
of everybody that Lynn and I met at the festivals we've attended , it's one 
of the main reasons that we travel so far each time. But things are 
starting to get a little stupid and immature. If I'm flying a single line 
kite and somebody starts flying their stunt kite dangerously close to me 
it's not the fault of the stunt kite, its the prat at the other end of the 
lines. Conversely if I'm flying a stunt kite and somebody walks right in 
front of me and starts flying his kite it's that person who is at fault, 
not me because I'm flying a stunt kite. 

At Bristol this year it was very easy to witness examples of stupidity by 
single and dual line flyers. people were flying kites in the car park for 
heavens sake!! -I saw a me ga delta that was tied to a dog stake and just 
left . Othe rs were buying stunt kites from the traders on the sit e and 
testing them out for the first time over other peoples head! 

All it takes is a little thought and consideration about what and where 
you' re flying. At a festival space is limited for everyone and nobody 
should hog the sky or endanger others. The whole ideas of going to a 
festival is to interact with other people, whether you want to show off 
your latest creation, team stunt fly, fight rokkakus, drop teddies or just 
keep an eye on what other people are up to. If you want to go somewhere to 
fly kites all day and are not really interested in anything else why bother 
going to a festival in the first place? 

What I would like to see is less bickering and a bit more fun brought back 
into my favourite hobby. It's becoming a little dishearting that people are 
starting to take sides and discriminate against others purely because of 
the kite that they fly. I'd hate to be classed as a 'Stunt kite flyer ' or 
as only interested in 'single line kites'. I enjoy flying kites, all kites, 
any kites, it's meant to be fun - you all remember fun don't you? 

(If anyone wants to respond to the above letters, or have something they 
want to say to the kite fliers in general then write to us at the address 
shown on the editorial page). 
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~~E WOTSIT KITE by BOBCAT WIMBORNE 

A two string controllable kite that flies up and down as well as a 
conventional kite (Great Fun). Make from paper or ripstop and will fly in 
any wind. 

32 " 

i 
9" 

-Cross Spcr 

18" 
,- - - - 1 S p j ne 
._ ___ ...J 

Spine Pocket on reverse 

Cross Spar-

Bridle points tied to spars Seam all round 
and insert string 
to stiffen only 

Attach tails here 
4 ' x 2" Ripstop 

Two outside bridles to a ring (Larks Head) adjustable left or right. Centre 
string to ring and onto centre other end. 

Spars and Spine from 
bamboo 1/4" split down 
from large cane 

Same both ends -- -----

19.75 11 
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KITE LIGHTS F O R BRIGHT NIGHTS 

Kite lights are becoming more popular. They brighten up the night sky. They 
need not be expensive or heavy. Here are a few suggestion for keen "Do-It
Yourself" enthusiasts to keep them occupied until spring comes and then to 
brighten up the summer evenings! 

The newer, brighter, Light Emi tting Diodes (LED's) 
Superbright, Super, Ultrabright etc produce a reasonably 
visible over quite large distances on a dark night, 
milliamps of current. You can get them and other 
electronic component shops or by mail order. 

At the simplest you just use a LED, 
a two cell battery ( 2 .4 to 3 Volts) 
and a resistor. Connect them up like 
this. 

called variously 
bright red light, 
from only a few 

bits needed from 

The flat on the flange at the bottom 
of the LED marks the wire which goes 
to the negative terminal of the 
battery. 

1 UO t ol t m ~ 

The resistor should be about 100 ohms, or 47 ohms for a brighter light. The 
battery can be two AA (HP7) or A.AA(HP16) cells in a holder, or, for a 
lighter light, two small Mercury cells such as PX675 should last many 
hours . The circuit i s fairly foolproof . If the LED or the battery is 
connected the wrong way around no harm is done, the LED merely does not 
light. 

To get a flashing light the easiest thing to do is to buy a flashing LED! 
This looks like an ordinary LED but has a flasher circuit built in. You 
just connect it directly to a battery and off it goes. The snags are that 
it needs 6 to 9 Volts to work well (use a PP3 battery) and it dies if the 
battery is connect ed the wrong way round. Of course you could connect a 
protection diode in series to prevent catastrophes, but that complicates 
things again and you have to get the diode the right way round as well. 
However it is much safer this way. 

For more interesting flashing lights try the circuit opposite. It is fairly 
simple if you can use a small soldering iron. It flashes two LED's on 
alternately for a second or two and then turns both off before repeating 
the sequence. The Integrated Circuit to do the job costs less than 50 
pence. It is a 74HC132, a "Quad two-input Nand Schmit". The whole thing 
works off 2 .4 to 3 Volts. 

One Final point. The LED's have a curved end and most produce a fairly 
narrow, very bright, beam of light. This is fine if your kite is so stable 
you can point the beam where you want it. I prefer to file the end flat and 
polish it to give a more even brightness 
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KITE LIGHTS FOR BRIGHT NIGHTS 

(view wi lh pins down) 

: ::.:€}LED 
ft.AT 

Theoretical circuit Practi c al Circuil 
Rl and Cl control the fla~•~ rate and R2 dnd C2 control the tJlankin)! t1me . 

Nicolas Wadsworth 

i1'}.1 

22~o~N CRESCENHEEOS LS t;'l'Z.:'J4llq 
4·2TW· TEl~o;, 

• FOR COMPETITIVE PRICES • 
LEEDS KITES LEADS I 

e Range of Leeds Kite Brand 
Kites 

e Range of k ite 
accessories and D.I.Y. 
materials. 

e Many other kites available. 
e Mail order. 

All DlliiEIIS IIEIU. F 
WITH PIIOMP'JI r I 
Send S.A.E. for price list or 
phone for enquiries. 

C __ l.c_._K_IT_E_s_tJf 

A WIDE VARIETY OF 

KITES AND ACCESSORIES 

AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER 
FLY OUR RANGE AT NORTHAMPTON KITE F LY-IN 

ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 

FROM 10 A .M. TO .4 P .M. 

RACE COURSE, ST GEORGES AVENUE . 

S .A . E. FOR BROCH URE 

12 WILLOW CLOSE 
SPRAT TON 
NORTHAMPTON 
NN6 8JH 

TEL - (060.4)843374 
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Patent Review 1990 

Jim Rowlands 

Unlike previous years where there ha'> been a broad range of designs amongst the patent literature, this year has been 
dominated by parafoils and their derivatives. This, I suspect, will be the trend for several years to come as designers 
respond to consumer demand for kites which are easy assemble, are fun to fly and with no breakable parts. But firs t a 
design left over from last year. 

B~X:ausc I usually do my annual tmwl of palenl!. m Dct:cmbcr and 
because the computer 'erv1cc I lL'iC IS alway' a month behind, one 
or two patcnLs pubhshcd late m the year alway~ shp though. llus 
IS what happened wuh US 4,878,636 from Robcn M1le11, actually 
d<~lcd November 1989 Manufocturcrs of cheaper Munler k11es arc 
always on lhe look oul for wa)'!t ol reducmg cosll., and thil. palcnl 
would l>CCm 10 he an a~wcr to 1hc1r pmyers. h d~cnbc!. a very 
Simple lcchmquc for punch1ng the bridle as a ''ogle unll oul of a 
~heel ol plasllc shccl, so \lmplc that I would confKlemly predict that 
within two 10 three year.> all slunte~ at I he lower end of the market 
will utili~ this technique. 

Lloyd Elson\ invenuon d~nbcll in US 4,911,38..1 1~ pcrha~ more 
amusmg than novel arKl will no doubt he of great interest 10 all 
BMISS fariS. Not w much a kuc. 11 IS perhaps more a method of 
launchmg parnchuung teddy bears and (.'O~L'IS of really no more 
than a delta klle wuh a balloon keel On launchmg, the teddy bear, 
ham~ to the pamchutc. ~ill> i~idc the keel arKl IS held there by 
the hnc 1e~1on As the kue rises to the :V1mu1h po:.ition the line is 
a<>sumed 10 slacken allowmg the teddy 10 fall out and parachute 10 
the ground . S1mple and tun ! 

P~ibly abo olmtercsllo BMISS lollowe~ I!> US 4,705,239 by Eric 
Baud wh1ch dcscnbes a rruher novel type ol lmvellcr mechanism, 
here used m respect of a toy parachute. The traveller has a split 
sleeve, wuh a slot throughout Ill> length to allow easy hooking an<l 
unhookmg. As the traveller movCl> along the hnc 11 Juts a control 
!>lop. rclcasmg I he parochutc allowmg 1110 fall to the ground. 

Some years ago I WIIS accosted by an elderly gent who iriSISted on 
telling me how on the estate where he lived a!> a ch1ld, kues in the 
shape of eagles and other hmh of prey were used to keep game birtls 
on the groun<l unlll the bcale~ arKl guM were in pos1t1on and the 
shoot underway. The b1rd kuc by Mrugueme Stankus. US 4,911r184 
m1ght well have been designed wuh such an application in m1rKl. 
The wing shape seems fmrly standard but the body section v.h1ch 
provides a keel/rudder function is much lruger than usual and the tail 
IS llarcd outwartls., The inventor claim~ that the kite will fly in a 
w1de range of wmd corKliiiOriS anti doe>. not ncctl clean air, or high 
allitude to fly stable. 

• 
/ 

Wing fonn from Mrugueme Stankus' Bird kite 

What could actually be made into an mtercsung paperfold is 
described in US 4,927,100 by Eugene Provenzo and Peter Zom of 
Florida. The wing is b~ically triangular, point downwards with a 
triangular keel. The leading edge is however folded forward and 
fixed at either erKl to create a 'spoiler' wluch the authors claim will 
assist to prevent slall. The patent also includes details of some 
varialions using a tunnel keel and bunerfly style wing. 

20 

10........-#' 

'Airf01l Configuration' by Eugene Provenzo arKl Peter Zom 

Now cop1ed several umes over Joe Ha<Uicki 's 'Revolution' is 
dC!>cribcd in US 4,892,272. For those who have not come across this 
kite before it was the first kue to use four control lines, bringing a 
new dimeMion to stunler flying. I remember hearing one panicular 
enlhustast describe flying a Revolution as similar to palling your 
head and rubbmg your tummy while standing on one leg, you can 
manage for a few seconds but then your coordina1ion goes to pot. 

On the subject of stunt klles the 'Para11ex' by Wolfgang 
Sch1mmelpfennig, EP 0~158,000 is one of two new 'soft' designs 
patented this ycat Agam for those unfamiliar with this kue, it is a 
h1gh aspect- ratio rectangular parafoil, designed to be flown on two 
hoes, but without the forward spar as wilb the Flexifo[J. From the 
tulle I've seen il doesn 't appear to be as manoeuvrable as the 
standard (framed) stunters, nor as exciting as the Flcxifoil but there 
can be linle doubt that for non competitive flying the Parallex arKl its 
derivatives will become the standard. 

On the other hand, a design which just might be able to match 
framed stunters for manoeuvrability has been developed by Sylvain 
Benhommc of Fmnee described in WO 90/05665. Again this is a 
high aspect ratio rectangular parafoil but with an open trailing edge. 
One set of the rigging lines is connected to points near the leading 
edge, and a second is threaded through the lower surface, through 
a hole in the rib and connected to the trailing edge. The control 
meehamsm so ocbievcd c. therefore very similar 10 that on ram-air 
parachutes in which the pilot manoeuvres by opening and closing 
flaps (described as aileroriS m the patent) at the trailing edge. The 
author claims the kite has good inllalion, will fly in a good range of 
wmds and ochieves both good stability arKl control. And I for one 
would be most interested m seeing 1t. 

Sylvain Benbomme's Control line parafoil 



1bose kitefliers interested in signalling and rescue kites will want to 
see US 4,919,365 from Arthur Mears. More of a balloon than a kite, 
the aerofoil can be inflated by boltlcd gas - helium for example, or by 
mouth, and has a circular planfonn w ith three rudders/keels/ailerons 
on the lower surface. The autho r claims that this kite - or marker 
balloon- as he described it will fly in a wider range of weather 
conditions than previous designs. 

Detail from Arthur M ears· • Airfoil · 

lHf lf~PIN~ fP~f 
Kite Supply Company 

GRIP THf WIHP WITH BfN~ON KIH~ 

R~Rf AIR BORfA l 

WINDBO RHf RfUOl UIIOH 

B~H~HH ~PHDWIHG liTHliH 

<AI<H IHf WIND ~KYHA~AUR A<TIOH 

fUXIfOil TOP Of THf liNf GRANPffiAHfR 

WING 1.1 ffiORGAH HIJH ffiARIIN lBHR ~HAHTI 

KIH INNOUAIION~ TRlBY PfHR POWHl HYPfRHIH~ 

BfNHY'~ HITH ~HY PHI G HT WIND WING INH AND ffiORf ! 

M • rtJn 6 C.rot• Tltomaa 
U lto .. ,.,.,. lit In . Altoft• . N o,.,.,.•n'fof'l . Wu 1 Yorb.hlr• WFI l'L htlaf'ld 

~ &. h a : otl• 117tSO 

Amongst thts year's I~ interesting patent!. 1!. an mllatable 
m1cro-hght wing by Alexander Kack and dcscnbcd tn DE 
3,903,779. l1IC aerofo1l shape is created not so much by 1nllat1on of 
the whole canopy. but of two nex11lle cylinders placed transversely 
31 the leading edge and at the position of maximum thickness. 

Another development which just mtght possibly be of mtcrcst 
comes from Mark Flory of Texas. His patent US 4,942,506 
describes a system of mounting and controlling pn:tty lights on the 
lower surface of a k1te. 

A more interesting type of micro-light wing 1S however described 
in DE 4,002,341 by Gennan des1gner Hansuli Zuberbuller. The 
standard ra:tangular ram -atr w1ng IS filled with a row of valved 
vent!. 1n the rear surface, just beh1nd the p<Hnt of maximum 
thickness wh1ch the aut hor claim!> mcrc;:l!.e the air flow over the =r 
surface and thereby delay boundary layer separation and stall. The 
principle described in the patent is tK.1ually quite well known and 1s 
already used on slotted and blown aerofoils of modem aircraft 
wings. I also have a fcchng th31 I saw an 1llustrauon of a s im1lar 
wing design some years ago, whtch would make th1s patent mvalid. 

And finally a pUZ7Je. A very strange Brazilian patent BR 8804n6 
has come to my auention ; strange hccausc all the 1ndexmg would 
indicate that 11 is a ktte or aerial device of some son, but tbe abstract 
describes it as a play toy for parrot!.. Am I nght to think someone 
has made a mistake or do Br.u.ihan parrots really go tn for hang 
gliding? 

COPff:S OF PATEJITS CAll BC OBTAIII£0 f'ROH \'OUR LOCAl.. l . lDPARY. 

P RIVATE ADS 
H ave you. a Kite or k. i te 
rel ated item y o u. VJou. l d 
lik.e t o s VJop 01~ sell? 

A re you. look.ing 
U.J"lu.su.al Kite or a 

f"or a 
ou.t of" 

book. pri nt Kite 

WHY n ot 
p ersonnal 

Its FREE 

u.se 

F R EE 

Ju.st 
t h e 

send you.r 
Edi tori a l 

Ou.r neVJ 
adv erts 

F REE ! 

copy t o 
addJ~ess 

D eadline 
.tv1agaz..ine 

f"or 
.tv1arch 

A pril 
15 th 
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A NATIONAL COMMITTEE? 

The following letter is from Adam Sutherland . We would like to thank Adam 
for his initiative in putting forward his ideas and thoughts. Let us hope 
something can come of it. 

I would formally like to put forward the idea of the formation of a 
National Committee to the kite fliers of Great Britain. 

During the past couple of years we have seen a rapid blossoming of our 
pastime, not least helped by the stunt kite boom. More people are making, 
flying and buying kites in Britain than ever before. More money, both 
public and private, is being invested in the use of kites as vehicles for 
promoting particular interests, e.g. Celebration, Civic Pride, Tourism, 
Product Services etc etc etc. and as the market develops more people are 
moving into the commercial side of kiting as the possibility of profits 
emerges. 

This rapid growth in kiting has created many changes and developments and 
the world of kiting is rapidly changing. This has quite naturally created 
a certain polarisation of interest . As ki ting grows it becomes more 
difficult for any one person to keep track of events, developments , kites, 
kite makers etc that are all happening now. Consequently you end up 
specialising and not necessarily consciously. 

Following on from this growth more and more demands are being made on those 
rare breed of people who always emerge to organise kite activities for us 
and try to provide the things we moan about not having, but don't do 
anything about ourselves. Jon and Gill Bloom have done this with the Kite 
Society of Great Britain. They have kept British kiting together with the 
Kite Society magazine giving a crucial and basic medium for communication 
between us, although many times we have been found wanting with 
contributions. They also recognised the growth of kiting and the need for 
a national focus. Out of this need they created the Annual Convention which 
has been growing in stature and success every year. 

One of the things that the convention does is create a fertile breeding 
ground for good ideas. I have been in many conversations not only at 
conventions but at festivals, workshops and bars where great ideas have 
been born and thrashed around, and then forgotten as people dispersed to 
their various regions. Naturally people look to the Kite Society for the 
organisation and provision of these things, however Jon and Gill are not 
quite superhuman and can't begin to respond to realising all the ideas 
generated, and in some instances they would not necessarily be the best 
people to do it anyway. 

In thinking through these things I have come to the conclusion, as I am 
sure many of you out there have, that if amateur kiting is to grow and 
develop and we are to have a chance of having a fair and equitable slice 
of the resources both available and potential, that exists for kiting, then 
we need to embark down the path of organising ourselves so that good ideas 
can be brought to fruition and opportunities need not be missed . Ways need 
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to be constructed so that we have a chance of assessing the feelings of 
kiters nationally, even if only to establish that there is no consensus, 
and give individuals a democratic forum to air their views and at least be 
listened to. 

Heavy stuff, well it doesn't have to be. So long as we remember that any 
organisation, structure, body we choose to establish is only a tool to help 
us pursue and enjoy kiting more and should never become an end in itself. 
Then we will have an instrument that will be flexible enough to respond as 
needed, to grow and diminish as required, and be there only when needed. 

Like any organisation it will only ever be as good as the sum of its parts. 
In the case of the Kite Society of Great Britain that's us. I'm sure we 
shall not be found wanting. 

Well that's the easy bit, pontificating at great length, but where do we 
go from here. My suggestion is that we establish a data and venue for a 
meeting to debate this idea. So that as many people as possible can have 
an opportunity to participate in this debate it will have to located in the 
centre of the country so that travel costs for any one region is not 
prohibitive, this rules out the 1991 convention. If the idea is found sound 
then a committee can be elected and begin to develop procedures and 
practices. 

To start the debate rolling now I would like to outline a possible and 
imperfect structure for a National Committee. As a great believer in grass 
roots kiting "it's the sum of all the unseen kite makers and fliers that 
actually create the dynamic that is kiting" not the relatively high profile 
ones, that are visible on the tip of the kiteberg. Therefore I would like 
to see the encouragement and development of local groups run by local 
people responding directly to local needs. From the local groups we could 
form a National Federation with each group having a representation on the 
National Committee. 

To ensure fair representation to Kite Society members who perhaps live in 
an area where there is no group a number of committee places could be 
allocated for representatives of individual members. 

There are many issues to be discussed, membership fees, procedures, 
constitution, the list is endless, therefore more contributions and 
opinions expressed in the beginning, the more chance we have of getting it 
right from the start. 

Therefore let us have your views on the subject. Without your will, help, 
support and effort nothing will happen. 

ADA.M SUTHERLAND 

THE Kl.TEFLI.ER - JANUARY 1991 - PAGE 13 



A NATIO NAL C O MMITTEE? 

To reply to Adam there are a number of points that we would like to make 
that should be considered at the same time. 

For as long as The Kite Society has existed there has always been the 
problem of local groups and kite festival organisers not communicating 
their activities. We can only presume that this is because they were not 
interested in telling other kite flyers what they were up to . Perhaps they 
just did not think it was necessary. We have had cases of groups not even 
replying to a written request for membership details! So anything that can 
be done to try to rectify the situation must be welcome . 

It is clear, however, that we have a different concept of the term 
federationjcommittee. To our mind the best way to replying would be for all 
interested local groups to provide one representative who would attend the 
meetings of a "Local Group Committee" comprising of all such 
representatives. This committee would then discuss the various topics 
raised and then present the agreed suggestions or comments to the national 
group, that is The Kite Society of Great Britain to act upon where 
possible. In this way we would avoid any such problems with membership 
fees. Although there may be some cost implications in i mplementing such 
suggestions. 

As far as the other concept of "National Committee" goes there are a lot 
of dangers that can occur - all you need to do is look to France and the 
formation of the Federation of French Kite Clubs. Ever since it was formed 
there has been very little information coming from France . The national 
group, Cerf Volant Club de France, has all but disappeared as a effective 
group whereas prior to the federations formation it was a very strong and 
representative group. In addition a number of new groups have been created 
which have not joined the federation. All of this meant a split within 
kiting in that country. 

As regard to setting up a first meeting contrary to Adam's belief we would 
suggest the Weymouth Convention, as Adam himself says the convention is the 
national focus of kiting in Great Britain - so surely all committed 
kitefliers should be attending! 

What we really need is some feedback for both individual kitefliers and 
group representatives . If we do not hear from a majority of kite groups we 
will presume that people are happy with the current situation and abandon 
the idea. 

All thoughts and ideas on this topics should be sent to The Kite Society, 
31 Grange Road, Ilford, Essex, IGl lEU 

We await your letters with interest. 

Jon and Gill Bloom 
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BITS AND PIECES 

Spotted in The Sunday Telegraph -
Diminutive wooden kites, delightful 
little badges hand-made by Paul 
Bartlett. Measuring 2 1/2" long from 
top to tail, they come individually 
boxed and cost £3.50 each (inc p&p) 
from 34 Mar low Close, Netherton, 
Dudley, West Midlands DY2 9LX. 

If you are interested in china Royal 
Doulton do a variety of plates, jugs 
and bowls as part of the Bunnykins 
range with a colourful scene of 
rabbits flying various kites. Most 
good china shops and departmental 
stores should stock them. 

How about some bookends for all 
those kite books. Delightful 
bookends featuring a teddy flying a 
Peg Top kite are produced by Robert 
Longstaff workshops, Appleton Road, 
Longworth, Oxon OX13 5EF. Tel 0865 
820206. 

One final item is a clear plastic 
pen case (complete with pens) 
featuring a kite motif. This can be 
brought at Woolworth. 

we have recently been sent a book 
from Italy which is a kite related 
art limited edition book (1,000) 
copies only. It has been written by 
Marcello Diotallevi, an active 
member of A.I.A., the Italian Kite 
Association. Printed in both Italian 
and English it is an interesting 
book to add to a collection - but 
note that there are no plans. 

Cost 18,000 L plus 3,000 L for 
postage. This covers production and 
distribution costs only. If you are 

INTEREST 

interested then write to A. I. A., Via 
Dandolo 19, 00153 Roma, Italy. 

KITE GROUPS 

More details on the Poole 
Kitefliers. Their 
writes:-

club secretary 

we have formed a new group and have 
meetings once a month in a small, 
but select local hostelry where we 
spend a pleasant hour or two 
quaffing ale and talking kites and 
also have fly-ins at either 
Hengistbury Head or Baiter Park in 
Poole. The fly-ins take place once 
a fortnight on a Sunday. The club 
has at present about 30 paid up 
members. Subscriptions are £5. 00 per 
year for individuals and £7.00 for 
family membership. 

Although the club only came into 
being a short time ago we have 
achieved a great deal in a short 
time, We are currently involved in 
staging an exhibition of kites and 
kiting activities at our local civic 
centre and we are also in the throes 
of organising the Poole Kite 
Festival to be held at Baiter Park, 
Poole on 22nd and 23rd June. In 
conjunction with the local Arts 
Council and Local Traders 
Association we hope to hold a series 
of 'Open flying' competitions with 
trophies and prizes and, hopefully, 
a guest speakerjworkshop organiser. 

Contact Andy Nunn, 30 Kinson Avenue, 
Poole, Dorset, BH15 3PH. Tel 0202 
721150. 

we have had a letter from a new 
group secretary, twelve year old 
Vanessa Hanks who wrote to inform us 
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that her father has started a ki t e 
flying club in the Black Country 
called The Black Country Kitefliers. 
She says that her father was a 
member of the Midland Kitefliers but 
with too many stunters at the flyins 
he felt that stunt kites were taking 
over the club. So he formed his own 
for single line kites . 

Contact The Black Country Kite 
Fliers, 26 Springfield Road, Brierly 
Hill, West Midlands, DY5 3RD. 

More details regarding the Thorpe 
Kite Flyers have been sent by Kevin 
Appleton who writes:-

We are a rapidly expanding group of 
friendly ki tefliers . We fly every 
sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation 
Ground, Laudry Lane, Thorpe, Norwich 
between 9 . 30am and 12.30pm. Members 
fly a large assortment of single 
line kites and formation flying is 
now being organised with Speedwings 
and Flexifoils . Any K.S.G.B. member 
is welcome to join us at any time, 
being located in the heart of the 
Norfolk Broads and only 20 miles 
from the east coast holiday resorts 
- why not pay us a visit if you are 
on holiday in this area . 

Contact Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern 
Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich, 
NR7 OUQ. 

We have recently received a 
newsletter produced by a new kite 
group based in Vienna, Austria. This 
first issue is full of festival 
reports but it also contains some 
good plans. Included amongst these 
plans is the Mushroom Kite featured 
in The Kiteflier last October. 

Contact Fly High, Argentnierstrasse 
16, A-1040 Wien, Austria. 

INTEREST 

KITE SHOPS & MANUFACTURERS 

In the last issue we run a list of 
kite shops and manufacturers. We 
asked at the end of the article that 
if we had missed any shop could they 
let us know, we have had two replies 
and here they are . 

The Plymouth Kite Company run by 
Peter Martin. His lines include 
kites, windsocks and accessories . 
Contact The Kite Shop, Q. A . B. 
Marina, Coxside, Plymouth, Devon, 
PL4 OLP. Tel 0752 670156. 

Flight Fantastic Kitemakers. A 
small company run by Alan Wenham and 
Chris Murray. They specialise in 
individual applique designs, or 
limited runs of original applique 
designs. They mainly sell at Craft 
fairs, festivals and through mail 
order. They have connections with 
Kites of Exmouth and have a 
selection of kites at Cirencester 
Workshops, Cirencester. Their 
catalogue covers the usual range of 
single line kites such as Deltas and 
Boxes, but also includes such items 
as Bat, Gull, Buzzard, Dragon and 
Cody Kites . Prices range from £14.50 
to £85.00. They also sel l the 
Emperor Stunt Kite (a swept wing 
design) for £45.00. 

Their address is Flight Fantastic, 
Craft Workshop Association, lA 
Hamlin Lane, Polsloe Bridge, Exeter 
EX1 2SA . Tel 0392 221643. Personal 
callers are welcome. 

READERS REQUESTS 
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Wilf Proctor has written to us 
regarding the Snoflake kite design 
found in Wolfgang Schimmelpfennig's 
book. He has found a number of 
errors in the instructions and 
several examples of misleading lack 
of detail all of which led to wasted 
time. 

If anyone wishes to have details of 
the corrections and additions to the 
instructions he would be happy to 
send them to you upon receipt of a 
couple of first class stamps to 
cover photocopying and postage. 

If interested then you should write 
to him at Grange Farm House, 
Kircudbright, DG6 4XG. 

Colin Le Cornu writes:-

I would like to ask whether anyone 
has any information on the 
construction of the Lecornu Ladder 
Kite. Dan Leigh has kindly given me 
some material but I would be glad to 
hear from anyone who has actually 
built and flown one of these kites. 

The reason for my interest is 
obvious! Write to Colin at 153 
Bowleaze, Greenmeadow, Cwmbran, 
Gwent, NP44 4LG. 

MATERIALS AND lUTES 

We have recently heard from a 
company specialising is Glass fibre 
rods and tubes. The company 
Fibrelon Ltd, Unit 4, Croftwood 
Square, Martland Mill Industrial 
Estate, Wigan, WN5 OLG. Telephone 
0942 227331 - has rod available from 
2mm to 12mm diameter. Prices from 
lOp to 43p per metre. This price 

INTEREST 

excludes carriage and V.A.T. and is 
on orders of less than 1000 metres. 
All orders are supplied i n 6m 
lengths but can be cut to size for 
large or regular orders at no extra 
charge. 

If you are interested then you 
should contact them directly. 

We have also heard from a company 
representing James Mead Limited. 
James Mead is producing Ram Air 
Kites from 3'6" to 12' span. We have 
not yet had a chance to try it out 
on the field but it looks adequately 
made - but as we all know the proof 
is in the flying! 

Prices are 3'6" RRP £13.99 1 Members 
£10.35 1 5' RRP £19.99 1 Members 
£14.95 1 12' RRP £49.99 Members 
£40.25. In addition they are 
prepared to make up kites t o the 
individual designs if required. 

Interested write to Western 
Marketing Consultants Ltd 1 4 Edward 
Street 1 Westbury 1 Wiltshire 1 BA13 
3BA. 

EXHIBITION 

Ron Moulton has written to us 
regarding an exhibition of 
Aeromodelling 1 Kites and Boomerangs 
to be held at The Royal Air Force 
Museum at Hendon from June 19th to 
September 15th. 

Along with model aircraft etc 1 kites 
will be suspended over passageways 
leading to the central exhi bition 
area. 
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THE WEYMOUTH E~ENT 

As you are no doubt aware The Kite Society of Great Britain 1991 Convention 
will be taking place in Weymouth, Dorset on Saturday May 4th prior to the 
Weymouth International Kite Festival, England's first major beach kite 
festival, which takes place on Sunday May 5th and Monday May 6th. There 
will be many International kitefliers at Weymouth attending from Europe, 
U.S . A. and the U.K. Both prior and after the festival an exhibition of 
kites will be held in Weymouth giving the public the opportunity to see 
some of the different kites available. 

SATURDAY 4TH MAY - CONVENTION 

The convention will be held in The Pavilion Complex which is located at one 
end of the beach at Weymouth. We will be using a number of the rooms 
available together with the theatre itself for both workshops and talks. 

The day will start about lO.OOam and be split into a number of workshops 
and talks as in previous years. The timetable is not yet finalised but we 
anticipate having a wide range of talks and workshops for you to attend. 

Of the lecturers we do know that Doug Hagaman from Washington State, U.S.A . 
has agreed to do a master class on "Parafoils - The Tuning of Bridles" . 
This will cover both the initial bridling and the adjustment of the bridles 
for different wind conditions. He will also cover the safe way to launch 
parafoils. 

We have also invited Margaret Greger to do a workshop and await her reply. 
The full timetable will be sent out in a special update due at the end of 
February. 

Running concurrently with these activities we will ~lso have part of the 
Ocean Ballroom (within the Pavilion Complex) for use as a kite market. 
Various kite traders will be selling a wide range of goods. At the same 
time we are going to have a "swop shop" section for kitefliers to bring 
along kite related articles for selling or exchanging . There will be no 
charge for this "swop shop". 

Attenders registering in advance will have the benefit of reserved car 
parking adjacent to The Pavilion Complex, and Kite Society members who have 
registered by 31st March will be provided with a buffet lunch free of 
charge. For those who do not register a bar and light refreshments will be 
available. 

The convention will end around 6.00pm to 7.00pm in time for the evening 
events. 

SATURDAY 4TH MAY - EVENING EVENTS 

The evening will start with the Convention Dinner and be followed by the 
Auction. The dinner will be a civic reception (the mayor is already booked) 
with other local dignitaries in attendance. The meal itself is a buffet 
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THE WEYM OUTH EVENT 

style and will cost £6.00 per head. This price applies i:c be. ·,_.J..ngs made 
before the 31st March 1991 after which the cost will increas ! to £7.00 per 
head. For children under 12 the cost is £3.00 and £3.50 respectively. There 
will be a paying bar available during the evening. 

MENU 

DANISH OPEN SANDWICHES 
CHICKEN DRUM STICKS IN BREADCRUMBS 

PRAWN VOL AU VENTS 
GALA PIE AND COCKTAIL PIE 
FRESH BAKED SAUSAGE ROLLS 
HOME MADE QUICHE LORRAINE 

HOT JACKET POTATOES 
VARIOUS PICKLES, NUTS AND CRISPS 

SHERRY TRIFLE 
CHEESE BOARD WITH BISCUITS 

If required a 
v e g e t a r i a n 
alternative to some 
of the items will be 
available . 

The auction, to which 
all are invited free 
of charge, will take 
place after the 
dinner, at around 
9.30pm. We have taken 
a c lose look at last 
years events and have 
decided that the 
format will cha nge so 
that we do achieve 
some time for 
socialising rather 
than spend the whole 
evening on the 
auction. 

To achieve this we 
will have a stall set 
up at the rear of the 
hall for the items 
which you can buy in 
the shops - the price 
will obviously be 
below the list price 

by a reasonable percentage. The main auction will be reserved solely for 
those special items, i.e. one offs, specially made, rare etc. etc. I n this 
way we hope to be able to keep it short. 

Which of course naturally leads to the request for auction items to be 
sent, or notified, to us as soon as possible. 

INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL 

The festival is being held on the beach at Weymouth, the two days of the 
festival have the lowest tides of the year so we have the maximum amount 
of beach available. Free car parking for registered kite fliers will be 
a vailable in the Pavilion car park or there is limited car parking 
available along the Esplanade. 
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There are two main arenas, one has been set aside for single line kites and 
the second for stunt kites. In addition, of course, we have the rest of the 
beach. We will be setting aside areas of the beach for single and multi 
line kites. 

Along the promenade will be the kite stalls offering kites and related 
items to both kite fliers and the general public. One other area will be 
set aside for the childrens workshop and flying area - this worked very 
well in Berlin allowing the children to run about without tangling their 
lines with others. 

A number of kitefliers have been invited to attend the festival, from bot 
Europe, America and the U.K. and they will be putting on a show of their 
skills during the two days. 

We also hope to run a number of competitions - the exact number has not yet 
been decided but will definitely include The Weymouth Rokkaku Challenge, 
A heat of the U.K. Rokkaku Challenge, both individual and team, and a beer 
lifting competition . 

For the Sunday evening there are free tickets available for the kite fliers 
to hear the Yetties in concert in the Pavilion Theatre. This will be 
followed by il luminated night flying and fireworks . 

ACCOMMODATION 

We have arranged with the Weymouth Hotels & Catering Association for a 
number of hotels to offer a special package for the festival, all of the 
following list have a special rate of £15.00 B&B per person per night with 
facilities. You should contact them directly quoting the kite festival . The 
area code is 0305. 

Atlanta Hotel 
Concorde Hotel 
Cumberland Hotel 
Dughill Hotel 
Kimberley Hotel 
Kings Acre Hotel 
Langham Hotel 
New Salusas Hotel 
Russell Hotel 
Southbrook Hotel 
Sunningdale Hotel 
Westwey Hotel 

134 The Esplanade 
131 The Esplanade 
95 The Esplanade 
55 Dorchester Road 
6 Abbotsbury Road 
140 The Esplanade 
130 The Esplanade 
22 Lenox Street 
135/138 The Esplanade 
13 Preston Road 
52 Preston Road 
62 Abbotsbury Road 

776215 
776900 
785644 
784282 
782881 
782534 
782530 
771903 
786059 
832208 
832179 
784564 

There are also a number of camping sites in the area. For details of these, 
and alternative hotels, contact the Weymouth Tourist Information Centre, 
The Pavilion Complex, The Esplanade, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 BED, Tel. 0305 
785747. 
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THE KITE SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
1qq1 CONVENTION 

AND 
WEYMOUTH INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL 

REGISTRATION FORM 
PLEASE USE THIS FORM TO REGISTER FOR BOTH THE CONVENTION AND THE KITE FESTIVAL. 
Name. 

Address. 

Post Code. 
CONVENTION 
PLEASE GIVE THE NAMES OF THE PEOPLE ATTENDING THE CONVENTION. PLEASE ALSO INDICATE IF LUNCH WILL BE 
REQUIRED FOR SATURDAY 4TH MAY TOGETHER WITH THEIR MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS. 

Lunch? Member No. 
Names 

DINNER/AUCTION 
PLEASE GIVE THE NAMES OF THE PEOPLE ATTENDING THE AUCTION DINNER. TICKETS COST f. 6.00 FOR ADULTS AND 
£3.00 FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12 IF BOOKED BEFORE 31ST MARCH. AFTER THIS DATE THE TICKETS WILL COST f.?.OO 
AND f. 3.50 RESPECTIVELY. 

Vegetarian? Child? 
Name. 

IF YOU WISH TO DONATE ANY ITEMS TO THE AUCTION THEN PLEASE GIVE A DESCRIPTION OF THE ITEMS BELOW 
(OR ON A SEPARATE PIECE OF PAPERJ. PLEASE ALSO INDICATE IF THE ITEMS WILL BE SENT IN ADVANCE OR 
DELIVERED ON THE DAY. 

GENERAL 

PLEASE INDICATE THE NUMBER OF FREE TICKETS YOU REQUIRE FOR THE YETTIES CONCERT BEING HELD ON THE 
SUNDAY EVENING. 

PLEASE INDICATE BELOW THE DAYS FOR WHICH A CAR PASS WILL BE ~£QUIRED. 

4TH STH 6TH 

TRADERS 

If gou wish to have a stand at the convention and festival then please contact us for 
information regarding the cost of a stall over the three dags. Note that numbers are limited 
and all requests will be dealt with on a first come first served basis. 

Please return this form together with any payment to 

THE KITE SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
31 GRANGE ROAD 

ILFORD 
ESSEK 

IGl lEU 

Before the 31st March 1991. All cheques should be made payable to •The Kite Society 
Convention•. 



Kites seen at The Dieppe and Berlin Kite Festivals, Clockwi se 
starting from right hand corner, all photographs by Gill Bloom. 

1. Painted Edo (Dieppe) 2.0ne of a series of kites by Pierre 
Fabre 3. Appliqued Edo by Michel Cressier (Dieppe) 3.Appliqued 
Flower Kite (Berlin) 4. Catman Kite by George Peters (Dieppe) 

r 
) 



.. 

From Left Hand 
Corner, Clockwise 

1 . Spray painted 
stunt kites 
(Berlin) 2 . Winner 
of the most 
humerous kite 
compet i tion a 
f 1 y i n g 
wheelbarrow. 
(Dieppe ) . 3. Two 
painted ladies 
(Dieppe ) . 4 . A 
very large star 
(Berlin ) . 5. Bill 
Lockhart quilted 
Rokkaku. (Dieppe) . 



THE UNANSWERABLE QUESTION 

Many of our readers will remember an article by Gil Collins which appeared 
in a recent issue of The Kiteflier, in which he remembered his meetings 
with many famous turn of the century kitefliers. Regretably, since that 
article, Gil Collins has died but his widow has sent us an article which 
Gil intended to send to The Kiteflier which we reproduce below. Our thanks 
to Mrs Collins for sending it to us. 

How many times during your kiting career have you been asked, usually by 
a questioner whose intention is to take the mickey, and in the presence of 
an audience who do not know the first thing about the subject anyway, "What 
pleasure, satisfaction or enjoyment can a man of your age possibly derive 
from standing in the middle of a field by the hour holding a piece of 
string in your hand with a child's kite somewhere up in the sky dangling 
on the other end?" or words to that effect implying the same meaning. I 
wonder what your reaction is? 

For my part I usually fix the questioner with my "God forgive him for he 
knows not what he says" eye and simply say that it would take too long to 
explain at the moment and I would discuss it later. 

I had this experience again just recently and as I made my way to my usual 
flying area I felt very annoyed, and to make matters worse the weather 
deteriorated considerably and on my arrival it was obvious I would be able 
to fly only a steerable delta of about 36 11

• However as I tussled with this 
kite, with the elements stacked against me, I made the kite dive and climb 
faster than ever before and I told myself that this was the answer to the 
question. To enforce my own will to defy the elements, and to make the kite 
in my hands perform as it had never performed before because I insisted 
that it should do so. Eventually I "Made up" or repacked my gear and sat 
in the car thinking for a few moments. 

As I sat gazing into space I thought of the last occasion upon which I flew 
from that hill on the Downs. I recalled that it was a glorious summer's 
day, that the sky was blue from horizon to horizon, the sun was warm and 
the skylarks were entertaining me with their gloriously melodious trilling 
song. I could hear faintly from the valleys below the rumble of the traffic 
as the world and its millions rushed about their business, which was all 
very detached from me at that time. Then suddenly whilst so musing it 
struck me. There was the real answer to the question which had been 
niggling all that afternoon. 

On that earlier day under those beautiful conditions I had been at peace 
with myself, my surroundings, the warmth of the sun, the birds which I felt 
were singing for me alone, the elements in general and my creator and 
indeed the creator of it all. That was surely the real answer as to why I 
enjoyed so much flying kites under conditions which to other people seemed 
"all alone" but indeed not to me. 

This is the answer which I will take back to my questioner - but on second 
thoughts why bother? He will never understand - he is just too dim to do 
so! 
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EVENT NEWS 

David Robinson of White Horse Kiteflyers has sent us the following:-

To advise of our provisional date for a two day kite festival at Liddiard 
Country Park, Swindon, Wiltshire on the weekend of 11th and 12th May 1991. 
This venue has an excellent camping and caravaP ~ite, with toilets and 
running water. The site is situated about 1/2 mile off Junction 16 of the 
M4. For further details contact Neil Harvey tel 0285 74295 or David 
Robinson tel 0793 824208. 

Ron Moulton of the BKFA has sent us the dates for the spring and autumn Old 
Warden meetings and Middle Wallop. Camping is possible at all three 
festivals, water and washing facilities at Middle 
Wallop are available during Museum hours only. Prior notice requested in 
each instance. 

Ron also goes on to say that if any kiteflier is travelling abroad to kite 
meets it is possible to arrange substantial discounts on all rout es and 
even for as short a trip as 60 hours. From 20 % to 40% reductions are 
possible on carjvan plus passenger fares for kitefliers. 

If interested you will need to advise Ron of precisely what you require and 
when. Send an S.A.E. for response and no telephone enquiri es please. If you 
were a B.K.F.A. paid up member, please quote the number, it will help. This 
does not exclude non-members though. 

The contact address is Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts. 
WD2 3AS. 

Rumour has it that Adam Sutherland is to organise a Stunt Kite and Indian 
Fighter competition on April 14th at Seaham - thats up north somewhere. 
First prize is two return tickets to the Kelantan Kite Festival in 
Malaysia. We suggest you contact Adam to see if there are any foundations 
to the rumour. 

Address Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Barley Mow, Birtley, Tyne & Wear, 
DH3 2AY. 

Another rumour has reached us that the Northern Kite Group are proposing 
to organise another kite festival at Heaton Park, Manchester sometime 
during the year. We suggest that you contact Ron Ogden if you are seriously 
interested. 

The address is Ron Ogden, 41 Ashfield Drive, Clayton Bridge, Manchester, 
MlO 6WJ. 

(If anyone does get information for these events can you let us know - the 
organisers don't seem to want to tell us!) . 

. 
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March 31st; 
April 1st 
April 21st 
May 4th 

May 5th, 6th 

May 11th, 12th 

May 18th, 19th 

June 1st, 2nd 

June 7th, 8th 
June 22nd, 23rd 
June 28th, 29th 

June 30th 

July 6th, 7th 

July 6th, 7th 
July 14th 
August 3rd, 4th 
August 4th 
August 18th 
August 24th - 26th 

September 7th, 8th 

September 14th,15th 

October 13th 

April 27th, 28th 
May 4th, 5th 
June 15th, 16th 
July 13th, 14th 
August 9th - 11th 
August 31st; 
September 1st 
September 21st,22nd 
October 11th - 13th 

EVENTS LIST 

MAJOR KITE FESTIVALS 

Blackheath Easter Kite Festival. Contact Tony 
Cartwright. 
Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moul ton. 
Kite Society of Great Britain Annual Convention 
Weymouth. Contact The Kite Society. 
Weymouth International Kite Festival. Contact The ~ 
Society. 
Swindon Kite Festival, Liddiard Country Park. 
(To be confirmed ) . Contact Dave Robinson. 
Brighton Kite Festival, Waterhall Playing Fields 
Patcham. Contact Roy Oakhill. 
Birmingham International Kite Festival, Cofton Park, 
Birmingham. Contact Derek Kuhn. 
Edinburgh Kite Festival. (To be confirmed). 
Poole Kite Festival, Poole, Dorset. Contact Andy Nunn. 
The Kite Society National Stunt Kite Championships, 
Blackheath, London. Contact Tony Cartwright. 
Blackheath Summer Festival, Blackheath, London . 
Contact Tony Cartwright. 
Washington Festival of the Air, Tyne & Wear. 
Contact Malcolm Goodman. 
Shrewsbury Kite Festival. Contact Tony Slater. 
Petworth Kite Day, Petworth. Contact Joanna Mersey. 
Glasgow Kite Festival, Glasgow. Contact The Kite Store. 
Middle Wallop Kite Festival. Contact Ron Moulton. 
Hengistbury Head, Bournemouth. Contact David Webster. 
Chelmsford Spectacular Kite Festival. (To be 
confirmed). 
Bristol International Kite Festival, Ashton Court, 
Bristol. Contact Avril Baker. 
World Cup Sport Kite Championships, Ashton Court, 
Bristol. Contact Tony Cartwright. 
Old Warden Aerodrome, Biggleswade. Contact Ron Moul ton. 

EUROPEAN KITE FESTIVALS 

Le Touquet, France. 
Ouest Dunkerk Kite Festival, Belgium. 
Sche veningen International Kite Festival, Holland. 
Ostend Kite Festival, Belgium. 
Stolln, near Rhinow, Germany. 
Montpellier Kite Festival. With the European Stunt 
Cup. 
Berlin Kite Festival, Germany. 
Silvaplana Kite Festival, Switzerland. 
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EVENTS LIST 

LOCAL EVENTS 

The White House Kite Fliers have fly-ins on the second Sunday o f every 
month. These are held at Barbury Castle Country Park, Near Wroughton, 
Swindon. Contact Ron Gunther. 

The Great Ouse Kitefliers have a meeting on the following dates:-

February lOth & June 9th 
March lOth & July 14th 
April 14th & December 8th 
May 12th & August 11th 
September 8th 

Hinchingbrook Country Park. 
Grafham Water South, Cambs. 
Priory Country Park, Bedford. 
Riverside Park, St Neots. 
Nene Country Park, Peterborough. 

Contact Bob Piron. 

The Blackheath Kite Association meet on the second Sunday of each month at 
Blackheath, London. Contact Tony Cartwright. 

The Essex Kite Group have meetings throughout the winter months as follows. 

January 27th 
February 3rd 
February 17th 
March 3rd 
March 24th 
April 7th 

Galleywood Common, Chelmsford. 
Southweald Country Park, Brentwood. 
Tye Green, Near Cressing, Braintree . 
Harlow Common. 
Southweald Country Park, Brentwood. 
Great Bentley Green, Colchester. 

Contact Kathleen Pike. 

The Nomansland Kite Fliers meet on the fourth Sunday of each month at 
Nomansland Common, Wheathampstead. Contact Carole Peacock. 

The Alcester Kite Fliers meet at the Alcester Rugby Ground on the third 
Sunday of each month. Contact Fred Taplin. 

Kite North meet on the 1st Sunday of each month at locations around the 
North of England. Contact Adam Sutherland for location. 

The Devon Kitefliers have meetings at Pork Hill, Mid Devon on the following 
dates:-

April 1st 
May 19th 
July 21st 
September 8th 

Contact Les Symons. 

April 14th 
June 2nd 
August 4th 
September 22nd 

April 28th 
June 16th 
August 18th 
October 13th 

May 6th 
July 7th 
August 26th 

The Midland Kitefliers have fly-ins on the first Sunday of each month at 
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EVENTS LIST 

Sutton Park. Contact Derek Kuhn. 

The Thorpe Kite Flyers meet every Sunday morning on Thorpe Recreation 
Ground, Laudry Lane, Thorpe, Norwich between 9.30am and 12.30pm. Contact 
Kevin Appleton. 

The Northampton Kite Fliers meet on the first Sunday of every month at The 
Race Course, St Georges Avenue, Northampton. Between lO.OOam and 4.00pm. 
Contact I.C. Kites. 

There are a couple of events being held in Kent:-

August lOth, 11th - Teston Bridge, Maidstone. 
August 31st, September 1st - Shorne Park, Gravesend. 

Contact Ron Dell. 

1991 Rokkaku Challenge Events 

The 1991 Rokkaku challenge will take place at the following festivals: 

Easter Blackheath 
Washington 
Weymouth 

Summer Blackheath 
Glasgow 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Shrewsbury 
Bristol 

Tony Cartwright, 78 Dongola Road, London N17 6EE. 081 808 1280. 
Avril Baker, 39 Cotharn Hill, Bristol, BS6 6JY. 0272 745010. 
Les Symons, 'Ju Les Gla', East Waytown, Goodleigh Road, Snapper, 
Barnstaple, North Devon. 
Ron Gunther, 12 Glevurn Close, Purton, Swindon SN5 9HA. 0793 770784 
Malcolrn Goodman, 134 Thames Road, Billingham, Cleveland TS22 SEX. 
Kathleen Pike, 34 Mortimer Road, Rayleigh, Essex. 
Fred Taplin, 20 Henley Street, Alcester, Warwickshire. 
Tony Slater, 128 Meadow Farm Drive, Harlescott, Shrewsbury. SY1 4JY. 
The Kite Store, 48 Neal Street, London. 071 836 1666. 
Derek Kuhn, 29 Bradbury Road, Solihull, West Midlands, B92 8AE. 
Ron Dell, 2 Garfield Road, Enfield, Middlesex 081 804 9080. 
Carole Peacock, 61 Windmill Avenue, St Albans, Herts AL4 9SJ. 
Bob Piron, 8 Bowhill, Bedford, MK41 8EF. 0234 261835. 
Dave Robinson, 61 Bridge End Road, Stratton st Margaret, Swindon SN3 4PD. 
Kevin Appleton, 37 Eastern Avenue, Thorpe-St-Andrew, Norwich NR7 OUQ. 
Ron Moulton, 2 Avenue Rise, Bushey, Watford, Herts, WD2 3AS. 
Roy Oakhill, 6 Hartfield Road, Saltdean, Brighton, BN2 8RE. 
Andy Nunn, 30 Kinson Ave, Poole, Dorset, BH15 3PH. 0202 721150. 
Joanna Mersey, 1 Rosmead Road, London W11 2JG. 
David Webster, 16 Brackley Way, Hammonds Green, Totton S04 3HN. 
I.e. Kites, 12 Willow Close, Spratton, Northampton, NN6 8JH. 0604 843374. 
Adam Sutherland, 20 Durham Place, Birtley, Tyne & wear, DH3 2AY. 
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Rere Air Kltel5. Hendre Farm, Steeple Lane, St Ive :>, Cornwall TR16 2AY. 
Tel . 0736 798550. 

The Kite Company. 12 Da l eton Road, Southvllle, Brletol BS2 JQQ. Tel 0272 
535448. 

The Kite Gallery. 53 Norman RoC\d, Thnbridge Well e, Kent TWl 2RP. Tel. 
0892 21042. 

The Leading Edge Kite Supply Company. 14 Roee Farm Riee, Altof'te. 
Normanton, Weet. York&hlre WF6 2PL. Tel. 0924 897950. 

GROUPS 
The following I& e lll5t of the local group&. 

ABERDEEN KITE FLYERS Contact Garry Clark.e, 
Wel5t hlll. Aberdeen AB3 6QQ. Tel 0 224 741220. 

3 Eaetaada O.venue. 

ALCESTER KITE GROUP Contact Fred TapiJn. 20 Henley Street. Alca&ter, 
Wark.wlckehlre B49 SQY. Tel 0789 762350. 

AVON KITEFLYERS Contact 
Brl,.tol BS16 SQB. 

Roy Wrtght. 35 Burley Grove. Downend. 

BLACKHEATH KITE ASSOCIATION Seca·etary. L F Pattern, 303 Lincoln 
Road . Enf'ield. Mlddx ENl lSY . 081 804 2089. 

CHILTERN KITE GROUP Contact George Reed, Dlleton, 7 Bellwood Rlee, 
High Wycombe, Buck!5. HPll lQH . 

DEVON KITEFLIERS Contact Le,. Symone, .Ju Le& Gla, East Waytown. 
Goodlelgh Road. Snapper. Barnetaple, North Devon EH32 7.JR. 

ESSEH KITE GROUP Hon . Secratary, Keth l een W. Pike, 34 Mortlmer Roed, 
Rayleigh. E&eex SS6 9NH. 

GREAT OUSE KIT E FLIERS Contact Ted f'lemlng. 10 LAxton C lol5e. St 
Neote. Hunt1ngdon. Cambl5. PE19 3AR. 

KITES NORTH Contact Adam Sutherland, 20 Dua• h am Place. Berley Mow, 
Che!5ter-le-Street, Co. Durhaan DH3 2AY. 

MIDLAND KITE FLIERS of' GREAT BRITAIN 
Bradbury Road. Solihull, Weet Midland l5. 

Cont.act Derek. Kuhn, 29 

NOMANSLAND KITE FLYERS Contact Carole Peacock. 6 1 Windmill Avenue, 
St Albane, Herte ALA 9S.J. 

SHROPSHIRE KITE GROUP Contact Tony S l eter, 128 M eadow Park Drive, 
Harle .. cott, Shrewebury. SYl 4JY . 

THE WHITE HORSE KITEF'LIERS Contact Ron Gunthca· . 12 Glcnvum Clo,.e, 
Purton S w1ndon, Wilte SN5 9HA. Tel 0793 770784. 

YORK KITE FLIERS Contact Anne Hoek.ln&, 2 Dewebut-y Tca· race, Yo1· k VOI 
!HA. 

BOOKS 
There are a number of' book& evadable wh1c:h gjve de:t.atle. of kH.e& and 
kite making f'rom the e lmple kite to the mol5t complex. Some of the 
beet booke are no longer avai lable except through your local lib rary 
but you may f'and them 1n eecond haa">d book ehopl5. In any case always 
try your library f'lret. 

P8ngu1n Book Of' K1tee, Dav1d Pelhaan. Pengu1n Book5 1!'176. 

Kltee, Ron Moulton . Pelham Book& 1978. 

M aking and Fly1ng Kates, 
Schlmmelpf'enntg. H am lyn 1988. 

(Hamlyn Ct .. eatlve 

Kltee, to Make and Fly, Jim Rowlands, Batef'ord 1989. 

C t· Bt't.s), 

Making and f'lylng Modern Kate ... J1m Rowlande. BBt,.f'ord 1988. 

Wolf"gang 

THE KITE SOCIETY 

OF 
GREAT 

BRITAIN 
MEMBERSHIP 
INFORMATION 

GRANGE ROAD, 31 
ILFORD, 

IGl 
ESSEX. 

lEU 



MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 

Individual membership of The Kit e Society of Great Britain is f. 5.00. 
Thts fee covers four tssues of The Kiteflier, which contains a kite 
events calendar, kite designs and members letters, and other 
occasional mailings. In addition production of the membership card 
entitles the holder to discount at a number of kite shops. Finally 
members are per mitted into selected kite festivals free of char ge. 

Family membership is also available for f. 7.00. This fee covers all 
member s of the family liv ing at the same address. Member ship cards 
are issued to all people listed and entitle the holder to discount and 
fr ee entry to selected kite festivals. 

If you wish to join The Kite Society please fill in the form and sertd 
it to the addr ess given. All cheques, postal orders or money or ders 
should be made payable t o The Kite Society. 

Name. 

Address. ----------------------------------------------

Postcode. 
Telephone. 

Family Members 

Please send t his form with payment to The Kite Society, 31 Grange 
Road, Ilford, Essex IGl lEU. 

The informat ion given above will be he ld on comput erised r ecords. The 
sole pur pose of these recor ds is to send you your magazines and 
other maihngs from The Kite Soctety. 

If you have any object ions t o this please tick the box. 0 

Be low l a a llat of' the a h opa and reta il er a In the U . K . T h e reta iler& 
section ref'ere to rnonufacturere end ee ll ere w ho do n ot hove o ehop 
ea euch. We euggeat that you a lwaya phone them f'lret to rnake your 
enq uary .. 

S HOPS 
H tgh f' lyera. T h e Kite Site. Polzeath, N r Wadeb rldge, Cornw a ll PL27 6TE. 
'TOI. 02BOBB6 2567. M onday to Saturda!.J Sam to 5p m . 

Look - Intern ationa l Sport Kltea Centre. 35 - 37 Sand gate High 
Street, Fo l keatone, Kent CT20 3AH. Te l . 0303 220 B55. M onday t o 
Saturd ay Sam t.o 6pm. Friday Sam to 7pm. 

Kite Corner Cf'ormally K l tea of> Radlett). 657 Watf'ord Way. M i ll H ill, NW 7 
3.JR. Te l. OBl 959 0619. M onday to Saturday lO a m to 6pm. S u n d ay llern 
to 2pm (but p h one f'lret to cont'lrm). 

Kltea of' Exmouth. 6 L i ttle Ham Road, Exmouth, Devon EHB 2QG. Tel. 0395 
277917. Monday & W e d neaday Bern to lpm. "1\.&eedey. Thuraday and Friday 
Bern to 5pm. Saturd ay Bam to 3pm. Sunday open on requeat phone 
f>lret. 

M alvern Kitea. The Werehouae, St. Ann 'a Road. Greet Malvern, Worca 
WRl4 4PZ. 'TOI . 06B4 560100. Monday to Soturdoy lOam to 5pm. 

The Brlatol Kite Stora. 39 Cothem Hi ll , Brlato l BS6 6.JV. Tal . 0272 745010. 
Monday to Saturdoy lOam to 6pm. 

The Kite and Balloon Company. 613 Gerrett Lane, London SW l B ... su. Tel . 
OBl 946 5962. M onday to Saturday Som to 5.30pm. Sundoy l Oo m to 3 p m. 

The Kite Lot't. 4 School Cloae. St Columb Minor, Ne w quay. 'TOol. 0637 
B73962. lOam to 6pm aeven daya a w eek. 

The Kite Store. 4B N ea l St.r .... t, London WC2H SPA. 'TOI. 07 1 836 1666. 
Mondey to Friday lOem to 6pm. Saturday lOam to 5pm. 

Trede w lnda Kltea. 6 H"'rrla Arcade, Read ing, Berka hlre RGl t O N . Tel. 0734 
56BB4 B. Mond"'y to Frldey 9 . 30em to 12, 12. 30pm to 5.30 p m . Saturd ay 
9 . 30am to 5.30pm . 

Wlndthtnga. ll Cowgateh eed, Graea Market, Edinburgh £H1 l.JV. Ta l . 031 
220 6336. M onday to Seturdoy lOam to 5pm . 

With Flying Co loura. 9 Wharf' Ro.,.d. Frlmley Green. Camberley, Surrey. 
Tel. 0252 B3624 l. Monday to Friday Sam to 6pm (cl oeed t>or lunch 2pm to 
3pm). Set.urdau Sem to 5pm. 

R ETAIL E R S 
Apex Kites. P.O. Box 188. Crewley. Su .... ex RHlO l.JF. Te l . OB1 650 7 4 0 4 or 
0293 32137. 

Beneon Kltee. 8 Moor land Avenue. Baildon, Shlple1:1. Weat Vorkahlre B017 
6RW . 

1 C Kite... 12 Willow Cloae, Spretton. N orthampton NN6 8.JH. 'TOol . 0604 
843374. 

Klt.eabtlttl:l. 2 Gerf'leld Road. Enf'leld, Mt ddleaex EN3 4RP. Ta l . 081 804 
SOBO. 

Ktte Work . Unit 2. Woodgate Park, Whtte land Induatrlel Perk. M oracombe, 
Lance LA3 3PS. Tel. 0524 844BOB. 

Leed ,. Kite &. 22 Eden Creacent. Leeda LS4 2TW. Tel. 0532 7B9727. 

Mall Ot· der Kite Company. P . O . Bo)( 88, Co,.ham, Portsmouth P06 4PR. Tel . 
0705 374 B01. 

Morgen Kltea. 7 Sunn1:1f'le ld,. , Bell Lene, Shre w abur1:1 SV2 SEW. 'TOI. 074 3 
68516. 

Over the Moon Kltea. Unit 53. The Bualneaa Centre, Bedt'ord Street. 
Shelton. Stoke on Trent STl 4PZ. Tel. 0782 273289. 
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Stunt Team Ana Competitive Kiting Newsletter 
PRICE 50 pence 

Win a Free Trip 

to Malaysia 
There will be a pair~ 
team ballet competition 
on IJth & 14th A pri I. 
1990 with the tirst 
prize being two weeks 
holiday in Malaysia 

Thi~ prize: ha), tl<Xn 
prt:-..c:utc:d hy Malay~1an 
A1rhnc:~ thmugh contad 
w1th Adam Suthc:r.tlnd. Tl~ 
trip mdullc:" two rc:lum 
a 1rta re:~. l\l.lo wc:c:J..., hotc:l 
aCCOIIUntxJatiOil ano 

hol'>pltahty from Malay~1an 

l\.1tc: tlyc:f'. You Will also he! 
honoun::d guc:sb at a Malay
slan K1tc: Fc:~ival (Name: 
and date: unknown al time: 
of prc:~,). 

The: c:vc:nt wi 11 he: 
hc:ld at Sc:aham. nc:ar 
Sundc:rhmd. N.E. England 
and w11l also 111dudc: a tlm~c: 
or mnrc: I'll:! .-...on le: a m l'Olll
l'l<!tlllon. All c:nlnc:' must 
prc:-n:g1~tc:r with Tony 
Cartwright by the: I st April. 
Just phone: or \Vlltc: to Tony 
to register. Registration fc:c: 
is £I 0 pc:r adult and £5 

16yr .... and undc:r. The: fc:c: is 
to l'Ovc:r photocopying. 
rx,...ta,gc: Puhlll' Addrc:.'' 
system and othc:r orgamsa
tlon l.O,ts. The ClllllJ")(!tition 
I' OJ)(!ll to any tc:anh fmm 
;my country. 

We: c::ncour.tgc: 
c:vc:ry tc:a m fl yc:r to have: a 
go. You can only tly a-. 
part ot one: two pc:n>4>n 
team hut you may c:uh::r the: 
largc:r tc:am co111pc:lltmn a!> 
wdl . 

The: E:.vc:nt will aiS(l 
mdudc: fuiJ individual as 
""c:ll a.-. largc:r lc:am 
compc:tition. Individual 
compc:tltioo will con.c;ist of 
precision tor Novice:, 
Expc:nnced and Opc:n class 
and ha llc:t for Expc!nc:ncc:d 
ami Opc:n clas.o:; only. Sec 
the: Figure:~ on pag~ 4. So 
do not de: lay. Contact Tony 
C artwright on 081-808-
1280 or hy post at 78 
Dongola Road, Lomlon 
N 17 6EE. Encl()';(X'( a 
Stampc!d atklressc:d 
c21vc:bpc:. 

How to QUALIFY for EVENTS 
Last year there was a lot of 
mis-understanding about 
who qualified for entry to 
certain events. Exact 
eligibilty rules for the Wiorld 
Cup will be published later 
on but for British hopefuls. 
The two teams that finish 
1st and 2nd at the Bristish 
Nationals in June will 
qualify. The wiiners being 

the team with the highest 
aggregate score from the 
both the Precison and 
Ballet events {50/50). 

Remember, If you 
are a team then get 
yourselves known by 
contacting Paul Jobin 
(0272) 535448 and regis
teriing your team on the 
Team register. 

Issue ll, Winter 1991 
Free to members 

NEW LEAGUE 
DATES 

Nomansland 1-ea~ue 
Date:),: January. 27th. 
Fc:hruary. 24th & March, 
24dl 
You must attc:oo at lc:a)o,t two 
out of the: thrc:c: date::-. to I)(! 
c:hg1hlc: tor ovc:rall clas.-. 
pnzc:l'>. Bc:)o,t two from thrc:t! 
scores rounds are avc:ragc:d to 
produce: ovc:ra 11 scores. 3 
published figures and one: 
~II~C: . 

Contact: 
~offAdams 

6 Pt:mbridgc: Close: 
Bovingdon 
Hc:rts 
HPJ OQH 
Tc:l: 0442 833736 

Bristol Lea~ue 
At: Ashton Court. Sunday 
lOth Fc:hmary. 
Start time:: I pm. 
Contact: Paul Johin 
12 Dalston Road 
Bristol BS3 I QQ 
Tel: 0272 535448 

Chiltern Lea~ue 
Contact: James Madelin. 
2 LynwoodClose, BracklwU. 
Bc:rkc;, RG 12 2JT. 
Tel: 0344 422740 
Dates to he: announced. 

Hampstead, North 
London League 
Contact: Marek Budzinski 
T c:l: 071 485 1292 or Johnny 
Claffey (See STACK 
contacts) Dates to be 
mnounced. 

Midllands Lea~ue 
Starts on Sunday, Fc:hruary, 
3rd. V t:nuc::Sutton Park. Bir
mingham (c:ntc:r via the: 
Strc:t:tlc:y gat~). Starts at 
I pm 
Othc:r tlatt:~ aru: Fc:bmary, 
17th March, 3rd March, 
17th.April. 7th 
Contact: John Eatoo 
51 Longacres, Hc:dnc:sford 
Staff1o. WSJ2 5HT 
Tc:l: 0543 424921 
A trophy will he! presented 
to the person with the: best 
aggregate: score from three 
separate: league: days. 

Overall se~ is 
takt:n as rest three scores 
out of five possible scores. 
Must fly three dates to be 
eligible. Average of three 
scores docides overall class 
score!.. 

A High performance 
kite: will be available for 
any entrants on the: day. 

Cornwall & Devon 
Lea~ue 
Contact: David Fox for date 
of next event. 57 Alma 
Strec:t, Tauton, Somersc:l, 
TAI3AL 
Tel: 0823 282546 

3rd Blackheath 
Lea~ue 
Contact: Viv Waiters, Tel: 
071 836 1666 or Jacob 
Twyfor, Aat 3. 16 Barry 
Road, London SE22. for 
date in January. 



S.T.A.C.K 
Contacts 
NATIONAL DIRECTORS 

Australia Gary Lyons. 51 
Glenhuntly Rd. Elwood 3184 
Tel 03-531 3630 
AlL§.tr!i Helmut Georgi Ay 
High, Argenbruerstr 16, A· 
1040Vienna 
Tei:0222 5050260 
~ Jean Pierre 
Leclercq, KRAEYHOEVE
LAAN 6, B-2880 BORNEM 
Tel 038895459 
~ Don Brownndge 
1204 A Yonge St. Toronto, 
Ontario 
~ Ma>(lme Felhon 
45/56 Rue Des Orteaux, 
75020 Pans 
~ Ohviero Ohvien 
A lA, V1a Dandolo 19/A, 1· 
00153Rome 
Tel 065811 474 
~.!l Masaalo Modeg1 
No. 12-10 I Chome, Nlhon
baShi, Chu-Ku, 
Tokyo Tel . 03-271-2463-5 
Net he~ 
Nop Veltheusen 
Wetenng Kade SA. 2515 AK 
Den Haag. Tel. 070 3858586 
New Zealand Mark Sommer
VIIIe105 Alford Forest Ad, 
Ashburton 
Tel 64-053-84-538 
Switzerland Rene Kung 
Der Spieler, Hampst Strusse 
106, 4102 Binlllngen 
Tel 061 401 5350 
.u....s.A, Enc Wolff 
3530 N Frernont ChiCagO, 
IL 60657 Tal: 312-327 6814 
W.Germany Karen zander 
Broedermannsweg 85a, 2000 
Hamburg 61 
TeL 040 4101352 
.Qf Mark Heitmann, Gnllostr 
3, 1000 Berlin 48 
Tel 030 726903 

S.T.A.C.K. COMMITTEE 

President Paul Jobm 
12 Dalston Road, Bnstol BS3 
100. Tei:0272 535448 
Chairman Tony Galtwlight 
78 Dongola Road, London 
N17 6EE 
Tel 081-8081280 
Secretary Romney 
Johnstone, 19A Balham High 
Ad, London SW12 9AL, 
Tel 081-675 5276 
Treasurer Johnny Oattey 
7 Bellgate Mews, York Rise, 
LondonNWS 
Tel· 071 -267 3489 
Event Coordinator 
Andy King,. 48 Neal St 
London WC2. Tel· 071-836 
1666 

EVENT NEWS 

• Don't m1ss thiS year's first 
British compet1t1on. at Black
heath, London on Easter 
week-end , March 31st and 
1St April.. 

All Teams are welcome . 
Contact Tony Cartwright for 
more details. 

• The BRITISH NATION
ALS will be held at Black
heath on 28 & 29 June. A full 
individual and Team compe
tion will be run. The two top 
placed teams will represent 
Britain in the World Cup. 
More details later. 

• Ostend w1ll be host1ng a 
stunt kite competit1on under 
AKNST ACK rules now on 
July 13 and 14 

• September 22 and 23 are 
the dates for the Berhn 
competition. Contact Mark 
He1tmann In Berlin. 

• Th1s years BriStol event 
will also hold a team compe-

I GOSSIP 

·The BLITZ Team have 
split up as a competitive 
stunt team. After there 
valiant efforts 1n the World 
Cup, the team has decided 
not to compete In stunt 
events any more. Instead 
the members are splittmg off 
to form three new teams. 
The team will still make 
guest appearances and 
intends to compete 1n 
Rokkaku Battles. 

· Team Flashback are 
rumoured to have alSo 
split ThiS will leave the 
European Team honours up 
for grabs. Who will stop the 
Decorators from w1nning the 
European Cup this year? 

• Top of the Une Team 
will not be entereing com
petitive events in the USA, 
instead they intend to do 
more demonstrations and 
exhibitions. They will 
however compete in the 
World Cup as current 
holders. 

hbon as a prelude to the 
follow1ng weekends World 
CLip. 

More detailS later. 
• The AKA/SI ACK rule 

book IS available for £2 
from SI ACK . For local 
dialect vers1ons contact your 
local director. 

·Washington, Tyne & 
Wear w111 also hold a team 
competition th1s year. Th1s 
superb venue only had team 
demos last year and full 
team competion IS glad to 
be back. 

• After the World Cup. 
Landrngs will now be a 
poss1ble element to OPEN 
Team compulsories. The 
challenge has been set and 
we must ensure that the 
European standard is as 

demanding as the USA. 

I 
CHAIRMANS 

_ STATEMENT 

lt you tc:el that you can 

contnhute to STACK but 
are too far from your 
nearest curn::nt contact, yet 
you want to organise local 
competitionc,, leagues. 
gathenngs then s1mple wnh: 
m or phone: Tony 
C'artwnght ami suggest a 
new post (1.e W~t York
<,hm: reg1onal director). 

Anyhody who wants to get 
involved at whatever lc:vel, 
in any country or reg1aon i!> 

strongly encouraged to get 
out there and do it. 

W1thout n:gular compeiJ

tions, what ever the format , 
w.:. cannot achieve our 

objective "The Sport of 
Snmt Kite Aying~. 

WE NEED 
YOUR HELP 

S.T.A.C.K. 
NEWS 
• The Annual General 

Meeting was very well 
attended and the m1nutes 
and voting forms w111 soon 
be on there way to mem
bers. Remember. MAKE 
YOUR VOTE COUNT and 
return the vot1ng form at 
once. 

• SI ACK News IS now on 
sale for SOp. an 1ssue. From 
the next issue (Copy Dead
line 15th March) we shall be 
tak1ng adverts. The page 
rates are £50 a full page, 
£25 for half page and £15 
for a quarter page Copy 
and artwork must be 
supplied by 15th March to 
Paul Jobin. STACK News 
Editor 

• The petty squabhng 
between Max1me Felhon 
and Gerad Clement must 
stop. SI ACK is about flyers 
not personalities and the 
French members Will soon 
be able to decide for 
themselves who they want 
to represent them through 
voting. 

• Anybody got a second· 
hand Revolution. James 
Madelin, RISing star with the 
Chiltern group wants to 
have one. Contact h1m at 

2 Lynwood Close, Brack
nell, Bucks RG12 2JT. Tel: 
0344 422740. James w1ll 
also be organising a league 
with the Chiltern group . 
Contact h1m for details. 
(None available at t1me of 
press). 

• Have you paid your 
membership. If not, then 
your days of free member
ship are drawrng to a close. 
Renewal notes will be with 
the next ISsue. Help us to 
pay for the photocopier, 
postage and telphone calls 

STACK NEWS IS edited by 
PauiJobin. 

If you want to contribute 
then send your artJcle, photo 
or resul Is to: 

STACK NEWS, 
15 DALSTON ROAD 
BRISTOL 
BS3100 
FAX: 081-332-2567 



Second Blackheath League, 
S.E.London 

2nd December, 1990 

On a cold Sunday morning in 
December. participant <; i n the 
2nd Blackhcath league ~tartcd to 
gather. ')hare v..arming coffee 
and start organising the morn-
ing~ competition. lt had been 
previously announced that the 
day would con~i~t or two 
rounds. The first at I 0 am the 
second at ~pm. The overall 
winn~:r of the day~ competition 
being the highe\t score of either 
ses~ion . 13 competitors turned 
up for the morning round and 19 
for the afternoon session. The 
only criticism of the day wa~ 
that an experienced class should 
have been declared. Jacob 
Twyford and Viv Waiters wer~: 
the league organisers. 

l\1ornin~ Round 
13 participants 
4 Judges 

ht Paul Jobin 76 
2nd Romney Johnstone 75.8 
3rd Tony Cartwright 73.5 
4th Jarnes Madelin iU 
5th Dave Clements fiJ 
5th Laurie Pagett tfl 
7th Simon Nosworthy ~ 

8th Martin Kirby 44.5 
8th Kerry Adarns 44.5 
lOth Marcus Moresby 42.5 
11th John Moresby 41.5 
12th Alex Moresby 35.5 
12th David Kirby 35.5 

One must console the Moresby 
family for a disaster of a day on 
paper but I know they sti 11 
enjoyed themselves and hope
fully will be returning some of 
those winning scores we expect 
from the two brothers. 

Afternoon Session 
19 particiants 
4judges 

1st Romney Johnstone 80.5 
2nd Paul Jobin 76 
Jrd Tony Cartwright 75.5 
4th James Madelin iU 
5th Mike Ward 69.5 
6th Kerry /\darn~ (f) 

6th Laurie Pagett (f) 

8th Dave elements 68.5 
9th Andy King 67.5 
lOth Simon Nosworthy 65 
11th Sarah Kent M 
11th Lisa O'C'arroll 6.1 
12th Annabel Hands 6.1 
14th Martin Kirby 62 
14th Marek Budzinski 62 
l~th David Kirby 51 
17th Martin Moresby 42.5 
18th John Moresby 41.5 
19th A lex Moresby 35.5 

0\erall 

I st Romney John stone 
1nd Paul Jobin 
Jrd Tony Cartv..right 

Some performances demand 
some comment. James Madelin, 
taking 4th place with two very 
fine performances. James will be 
organising a league for the 
Chiltern group in the New Year 
and took the opportunity to 
judge as well in the afternoon 
session. There was just 10 points 
between 5th and 14th places 
which just goes to show the high 
calibre of flyers , unfortunate for 
one reason or another for not 
getting into the top ranks. 

EVENTS 
1991 

E:..i..,tcr Blackhc:ath 31 Mar & I Apnl 

Le: Touquet. France 27 /'28 April 

BELGUIM NAT IONALS (First Round 
Oo..,tdunkterke. Bdguim 415 May 

Weymouth. England 415 May 
Swtndon, England 1111 2 May 
Rnghton, Engl;md 18/IQMRy 

IT.<\LIAN NATIONALS 
Ca..,ttg~oleonc:. Italy "! May 

Binningham, England 112 June 
[dmhurgh, &otland 7/8 June: 

DUTCH NATIONALS 
Schevetmmg~n. Holland 15/16hme 

Pnole, England 22123 J lllle 

BRITISH NATIONALS 
BladJtcath. En~land 2812Q htne 

Summer Blackheath JOJtme 
Wa~htngton, Tyne & Wear 617 July 
Shrew. bury. England 617 July 

BELGUIM NATIONALS 
(Second Round) 
Oc!-.tend, Bdgmm 13114 July 

Pctworth. EngiRncl 14 July 
Glasgow. Scotland 3/4 August 
Ahcrdccn, Scotland 10111 Augt L'if 
Chelmsford. England t 24f25/26Augus 
Damp. Gemtany 

EUROPEAN CUP 
Mootpelicr, France 

Bri~ol Ktte Festhal 

WORLD CUP 
Bnstol, England 

GERMAN NATIONALS 
Berlin, Germany 

SWISS NA TrONALS 

? August 

lfl Scpt 

7/8 Scpt 

14/15 Scpt 

2lfl2Sept 

Silva Plana, Switzerland 11/12113 Oct 

AMERICAN NATIONALS 
AKA Convention, Aorida ? Octoher 



MIDLANDS 
STUNT KITE LEAGUE 

The Midlands Stunt Kite League is pleased to 
announce its first event. The aim of the League is to 
promote friendly competition amongst Kite Fliers of all 
ages and abilities. Other leagues all over Britain are 
already established, and more will surely follow. 

To take part in the League, you must be prepared to 
fly at at least 3 of the 5 meetings that form this Winter 
League, and pay a registration fee of £1 to cover 
postage and photocopying. A trophy will be presented 
to the person with the best aggregate from three 
seperate league days. 

The first meeting will take place in Sultan Park 
(enter via the Streetley Gate) at 1:00pm on Sunday 3rd 
February, 1991. Subsequent dates are : 

Sunday, February 17th 
Sunday, March 3rd 
Sunday, March 17th 
Sunday, April 7th 
Paul Jobin, (President of S.T.AC.K.) will be judging 

with two others who are to be drawn from those 
registered. Both drawn judges will have a chance to 
compete as well. 

The format of the competition involves flying 4 
precision figures. Two of these will be published before 
the event (see diagrams here), another will be a 
surprise figure on the day. The fourth figure will be of 
the flier's own choice. This may be submitted as a 
drawing before flying. Pens and paper will be available, 
and MSKL will be available for people who are 
inexperienced in drawing figures. (You hold the pen, 
we'll move the paper!) There will also be a high
performance kite available for anyone to fly. 

So, see you on the 3rd of February!! 

Figure 1 
Circle within a Circle 

Figure 2. 
Square 

.. ... .. 

Meanwhile ..... if you're already fed up with the dark nights, the Great Lakes Stunt Kite Competition video may '"' 
be just what you're looking for: 90 minutes of Stunt Kite flying with commentary and music, including Open Team 
Ballet, Individual Ballet, and Innovative. The highlight must be Ron Reich flying 3 kites at the same time! The price 
is £9.95 from kite shops. A loan copy may be available at fly-ins and League meetings, but let me know first 

Look out also for the forthcoming Bristol Kite Festival video, reportedly 55 minutes long at a similar price, and of 
special interest to Stunt Kite Fliers. 

For further information, contact: John Eaton, 51, Longacres, 
Hednesford, Staffs, WS12 5HT. Tel. 0543-424921 

Midlands Kite fliers, 29, Bradbury Road, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B92 8AE. 



MIDLANDS 
STUNT KITE LEAGUE 

Although the December Fly-In lacked a 
reasonable breeze, it was certainly made up for by 
the unexpected turn-out: everyone was keen to fly 
their early "Christmas presents". Jim •the sun-tanned 
Italian" Oreggio turned up with his patriotic red 
white and blue Phantom, and it looked as though a 
dozen more Phantoms were ready to fly, but alas it 
was not to be. The light breeze slowed to still air, 
and the planned "Mega-Team Crash-In" had to be 
postponed, hopefully January will provide beller 
winds. 

Quite a few new faces were seen, notably Lou 
Atherton from Nottingham. After travelling all that 
way, it was a shame the wind wasn't better. Anyway, 
Lou, we look forward to seeing you at the Team 
Ays and Stunt League meetings. 

Lncidentally, Lou is hoping to set up a Kite 
Aying group in Nottingham - any takers? 

An additional note about the Midlands Stunt 
Kite League: please take part in these events - there 
will be no sense of intimidation, just 
encouragement. The League will provide us with a 
regular opportunity to compete under AKNST ACK 
(American KiteOiers Association/Stunt Team and 
Competitive Kiting) rules, and provide a meeting 
place for the exchange of ideas, experiences and tips, 
etc. 

If you feel you could help with judging, or as a 
Pit Boss, Safety Marshall or Field Director, just 
volunteer. lf you don't know what these people do, 
volunteer anyway! 

Up for grabs wiU be the Midlands Stunt Kite 
League trophy, but can only be won by a Novice 
Class flier, so don't say you're not good enough, 
YOU could easily win this trophy. Please, get 
involved and have a go, if only for the laughs! 

Got a small flying area? Fly in half the space! 
Aying through a ground stake sounds difficult, 

but providing you keep the kite behind you, the 
controls are just the same as normal flying. Stand on 
the edge of the "wind window" to start. Things get 
hairy when you fly the kite in front of you, because 
the controls are then reversed, so if you, like me, 
don't have computer-like brain power, swop the 
handles when the kite is high, and the problem is 
solved. 

A word of warning - a smack in the head with 
your own kite hurts! (Especially in front of a field 
full of spectators.) 

CALENDAR 1991 

Sunday 6th January Sunon Park MKF Fly-In 

Sunday 3rd February Sunon Par1< MKF Fly-In & 

MSKLevent 

Sunday 17th February Sunon Park MSKLevent 

Sunday 3rd March sunon Par1< MKF Fly-In & 

MSKLevent 

Sunday 17th March Sunon Park MSKLevent 

Sunday 31st March Blackheath Easter Festival 

Monday 1st April Black heath Easter Festival 

Sunday 7th April Sunon Park MKF Fly-In & 

MSKLevent 

Saturday 27th April Le Touquet Stunt Comp. 

Sunday 28th April Le Touquet Stunt Comp. 

I intend to set up a register of interested Stunt Kite fliers. This will enable us to arrange "instant fly-ins" when the 
weather is favourable. Get in touch, and be in touch! 

For further information, contact: John Eaton, 51, Longacres, 
Hednesford, Staffs, WS12 5HT. Tel. 0543-424921 

Midlands Kite Fliers, 29, Bradbury Road, 
Solihull, West Midlands, B92 8AE. 



MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS 
BRADBURY ROAD, SOLIHULL, WEST MIDLANDS, 892 8AE. 

M.K.F. EURO KITE TREK 
(14th- 24th September, 1990) 

What a terrific start we had! The sky was blue - no clouds at all, and Dieppe sea front flying area 
beneath our hotel balcony. The patron saint of kite fliers (if any one knows who this is please let me 
know) was obviously smiling upon us. 

Dieppe was every bit as good as expected- good food, good weather, good company, and of 
course, good kite flying. The night flying I found particularly exiting with the "rocket propelled" stunt 
kites, and the train of lights climbing into the sky. It was with mixed feelings that we said goodbye to 
our many friends on the Sunday evening, as we would not see some of them for another two years. 
However, the prospect of flying in ten countries before going home was the best compensation we 
could ask for! 

We left Dieppe mid-day on Monday with the objective of reaching Basle, Switzerland via Belgium 
and Luxembourg- this to be achieved Tuesday morning- early! We had our "phantoms" and Indian 
Fighter kite out in Arian, Belgium, and a selection of kites on display just outside the city of 
Luxembourg. And yes! We made it to Basle at 5 a.m. At this point we had an interesting encounter 
with an automatic petrol pump ... ask Derek! 

Later we enjoyed a good fly over Zurich-see before finding a superb campsite on the edge of 
Walen-see ... picture postcard Switzerland! We managed to fly here despite the very light wind, and 
John survived a dawn swim in the lake. Time was pressing so we had to leave this idyllic spot 
Wednesday p.m. 

Liechtenstein may be small but it is certainly beautiful, we had a terrific kick flying beside the 
palace with the town ofBalzers spread below. 

The next stop was at the top of FluelaPass on our way out to Italy. Derek flew a Peter Lyon 
"Manta .. , John- his own "Peter Lynn Box" creation, and me, 1 flew a bird kite. 

The trip "down" into Italy was hair-raising, thank goodness it was dark by then. At St. Valentin, 
Italy, I videoed Derek and John doing their "Indian Fighter Team Stunt Routine" - this must be seen 
to be believed!! Thursday we flew at Schamitz, Austria before going to Ingolstadt, West Germany and 
onto Leipzig, East Germany. Leipzig was memorable for many things, but especially the nightflying ... 
But that's another story. 

Friday saw us meet our first bit of bad weather - a bowling gale and driving rain - John was driving, 
or should I say wrestling to keep us on the autobahn. However, by the time we reached Berlin the sun 
was ~ll ining again. We called at the Kite Shop before going on to Hoppegarten in East Berlin. If 
anything, the Berlin festival was even better than Dieppe. After a lazy Sunday evening we set off from 
the Hoppegarten at 8:30 p.m. and on Monday morning arrived at The Hook of Holland ferry terminaL 
A pleasant few hours later and we were back in dear old 11Blighty" and on our way home. 

The whole thing was a very memorable trip for Derek Kuhn, John Ea ton and myself, but some 
things were more memorable than others . . . The midnight meals; the East German Autobahns(!!); 
the East German 11Hotel11

; the Harwich encounter with Customs; to name but a few, but you need to 
hear about these first-hand ... 

Don Eccleston 
Chairman, Midlands Kite Fliers December, 1990. 



Midlands Kite Fliers 

International 
Festival of Kites 1991 

Saturday, 1st June, 1991 
Sunday, 2nd June, 1991 

COFTONPARK 
LONG BRIDGE 
BIRMINGHAM 

GREAT BRITAIN 

Night Flying- bring braziers, torches and illuminated kites 
Free On-Site Camping- Probably 
AJI Tastes Catered For, except those who have no interest in kites. 
Anoraks welcome - Bring your own arenas 
Famous Kite Personalities: be there! 
Large Public Car Park for Serious Kite Flying - only a short bus ride away! 
Single line{fwin tine conflicts arranged by appointment only. 
This year's C.A.A clearance applied for. 
Unofficial car boot traders permits available-8 months qualification period 
All the usual boring old competitions, plus one or two never seen before .... 

..... . but seriously folks, one thing's for certain. This Festival is organised by 
Kitefliers for Kite fliers , and we aim to provide an event where all 
Kitefliers will be considered. (This includes those who have not yet found 
the joys of kite flying- we hope that this event will be fun for them also.) 

Information available from January 1991: The Secretary, 
Midlands Kite Fliers, 
29, Brad bury Road, 
Solihull, 
West Midlands, 
B92 8AE, 

__,_.....,.G_reat Britain. ___. ........ 



MIDLANDS KITE FLIERS NEWS 
BRADBURY ROAD, SOLIHULL. WEST MIDLANDS, 892 8AE 

Flights of Fancy 

Computers and kites have been an integml part of my life over the last few years. How, I wondered, 
could I use my computer to control my new high precision manoeuvrable swept wing wind toy? It was 
a few years later before this seed of thought became fully germinated ... Aeroplanes have been remotely 
controlled for a number of years ... so why not kites or even a team of kites!!!!!! 

The drag co-efficient oftodays modern kite has been greatly reduced over the last few years, therefore 
it is perfectly reasonable to expect the current aeroplane servo-motors to be able to cope with the strain 
generated by todays kite. A Map! in 357422A/5 servo would adequately cope with the job. Two servo's 
are required and one low pass Futaba radio control unit (Maplin Number 1432343C/S). 

The two servo's need to be securely anchored to the floor of the flying area, a 16" extension needs to 
he fitted to each servo arm as to generate a great enough pu ll on each individual kite line. The kite must 
he hand launched to ensure that it climbs rapidly. Once the kite has attained it's highest point you can 
switch on your rad io apparatus, the control is absolutely amazing, complicated stunts become as easy 
as pie and even a complete novice should have no problems in achieving what has taken some fliers 
years to achieve!!!! 

Taking this a stage further l rea lised my ambition. Using a Compaq SLT 2400 computer, I replaced 
the variable potentiometers of the futaba controller with a Digital to Analogue converter linked to the 
RS232 port. To ensure that the D.C. blocking at the output is at the correct level I used a 0.5 microfarad 
capacitor, and the supply decoupling is generated by a 14 Farad capacitor. A simple single pole single 
throw switch must be inserted within the circuitry to allow a simple on/off switching. The quiescent 
current consumption of the circuit is only about 6 or 7 milli-amps, but this increases substantially if a 
high level reverberation occurs (kite being buffeted at a high altitude, typically 600ft). This can lead 
to an average current drain of 50 milli-amps or more. It is therefore advisable to power the circuit from 
a fairly large 9 volt battery, such as the Eveready PP7 or PP9 type. 

A simple communications programme can be used (in local mode) to 'instruct' the kite, or if preferred 
a simple control script can be pre-written and ran at the time of launch. 

So far I have tried it with two kites and the results are pretty impressive. Split turns, three sixties and 
even the plum can be executed with optimum precision. 

Anyone interested who would like the circuit diagrams and samples of a script to perform the above 
moves, please contact :-

Robert A. Spragg, 
Rubery Hall, 
Rubery, 
Birmingham. 882 9HC. 



THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS 

"I don t be 1 i eve it" 1 hear you all cry , "a letter from The Brighton 
Kiteflyers". Yes folks it ' s true. We still survive down here on the 
South C11ast , albeit in small numbers. Here is the first gripe where 
are you paid up members who never come to fly-ins? We sure would love 
to see you and your families on the South Downs. Pick a good weather 
fly-in day, pack up a picric and join us. There are four stalwarts 
who fly on a regular basis, Ray Oakhill (t hats me ), Hik Jennison 
<designe r and builder uf the Cobra and ot her stunt kites), Peter Jones 
<confirmed s ingle line kite builder) and David White ( famous for his 
three stack of stu n ters with t he RAF roundelsY 

Tt certainly has been an eventful year for BKF, starting wi t h a very 
succ~ssful kite festival at Waterhall playing fields in Hay when we 
tri~rl tn reJi~vP Greg Lock~ of some of the load . How did he manage it 
before? Some new competition s were introduced with the accent on fun, 
cheating and enjoyment. This appears to be what a lot of kiteflyers 
enjoy at Brighton. The night flying events went very well , terminating 
with the usnal t.ako kichi nutters flying stunt kites along JOOO watt 
beams of light towards the clubhouse r oof. Next years festival will be 
held at the same place on 18th and 19th Hay 1991 . We hope to see you 
there. Any members wh o would like to volunteer to help in any way, 
however limited, please let me kn ow on 0273 306842 or contact Greg 
Locke . 

A~ Fly-in Co-ordinator it is my job to ar range flying sites and dates, 
anrl to ohtain Civil Aviation Authority permission to fly above 200ft. 
Normally this means applyin~ fo r a NOT AH from the CAA, but things have 
c hanged! Under the 1989 Air Navigation Order the CAA request that we 
must Rsk poli~e permission fi r st, be f ore applying to CAA; but the 
polic~ say that we do not need thei r permission .... catch 22 ! Anyway 
the orohlem has been rPsoJved, hop e fully, by a sergeant at the Sussex 
Police Helicopter IJnit who was wi lUng to st'ick his neck out and give 
his pPrmission for all fly-ins this vear . 

Whjle on the sntnec t of fly-i ns. it has heen a memorable year for stunt 
kites here in Bri~hton. The above mentioned Hik Jennison has spent a 
gr~Rt d~al of hls time designing and flying new kites. 

Brighton Kite Flyers events for 1991 are as follows:-

loth Feb 
24th March 
5th May 
16th June 
28th July 
8th Sept 
2oth October 
1st Decelber 

Beachy Head 
Woodi~ean 
Brighton Race Hill 
Telscolbe Tye 
Ditchling Beacon 
Beachy Head 
Woodingdean 
Beachy Head 

24th Feb 
7th April 
18th/19th May 
30th June 
11th August 
22nd Sept 
3rd Hovelber 
15th Decelber 

Telscolbe Tye loth March 
Ditchling Beacon 21st April 
Waterhall Playing Fields 2nd June 
Littleha1pton 14th July 
Hollingbury 25th Auqgst 
Telscolbe Tye 6th October 
Hollingbury 17th Hovelber 
Cissbury Ring 29th Decelber 

Rotti~ean 
Hollingbury 
Beachy Head 
Woodingdean 
Brighton Race 
l8i Hill a:ijtm 
DitdlliJg fBml 
l8i Hill a:ijtm 



BRIGHTON KITE FLYERS 

A l!=: n 1 ivin~ in P.rightnn 81'~ Ri,-. and ::::11?.y P:-'11 t i~nn. dP""lllllPr!'; nf thP. 
Asilomar· stunt. kite. which t.hey prrt inln prrJdnction thi::; vea r and havt=> 
:=· n 1 rl ab on t. 1 n tJ k i t e s a t. f ~ s t i v a J s 1'\ n r:l on H n v "' !'5 e a f t' ...., n I. . w h f' r· P t h .=- v f 1 y 
re~ u la r l y on 8 () f t . l in e s ( that i s t. he d i. s t.1u1 I' e a r r n ~ s t hP 1 ''HTn :-.; f r·u rH 
r a i l in~ s t. o p a v Pm en t ) . W A d i. rJ t r v f) v j n ,F1 !"; i. x A!"' 1 1 n m~ r ~ i n t P ~ m ,., n n n P 

SundRy afi.P.rnn n n. mu c h t.o the 8dn•irati.r"ln 0 f the rrnwd. b11t wr. think r.rt=> 

n e e> d s n m e n1r1 r e p r a r t . i ( · P ! R i I"! a n d S u ?. v i n t . P n d m n v i n ~ t n A 111.:. r i ,-. I'! t h i ~ 
vear and 0Penin,;t a kitP s t nrp in Fl nrid a: wt=- will nliss thPnr. h11t. w~ 
a]~.-, wish thP.m ln(:l< in their nf,t-1 vc-n tnt · t=> . 

1 h:'ld the holiday of a ) ifetjme this year when my wi.fe and I f.IPw t n 
Au~tra] i.a to visit our ynnngest daughter in Sydney. Of rn11rse r took 
some kit.es! The two stunters. me n tioned above. caused stlspi.cious 
looks at several airport customs pojnt~. However nn n nP asked t n l nok 
inside the bag. When we arrived in Sydney the first port nf vall Has 
the Eeze and Breeze kite shop at D:=ulin.st Harbo 11r. whPr e I w~ s a dvised 
on all the loc al flying sites Rround the city . Th~ rlisplay w~s 
extremely impressive (as it was in all the o ther kite ~tnrPs thAt. T 
visited). with stunt kites in flyinR formati on and kites suspended fr o m 
floor t.o ceiling so that. vnu har1 to walk Rt'nnnri ttw•m Thf'· rm lv 
familiar kite was a Phantom. but the pri.,~e w3s vet·v lti g· h Il St=C-=- ms 
that any imported goods are c har~ed 20~~ impr~rt. 1 BJ< Br11l ~"''"t lrr'r . tl/.. 

sR.les lax. so tlrere is n c• t. mu c h h lrpe r•t sr.Jli tll~ Vtdll' 1-:i t Ps t··· th.::: 
0 z z j e s ! 1 b o u g h t. 111 v cl a u g h t e r S a 1 1 y ~ :.; k y f; ~ i 1 ~ r ~ 111 n t e r t. h a t. i s l n r A l I y 
manufae:tnred and i.s si. mi.lRr to a Sl<ynasaur . S he now fli.Ps it rJn Bnnrli 
Beach while her b oyfriend is surfing. On the follnwin~ rlay WP visited 
Ha r ks Park on a headland t.o meet loc·~l flyers. but ecw nr wAs very 
limited. so we went down to Bond i and flew o n the be>::3 c~h. mll(' h l o thP. 
entertainment of the Sunday afternoon promenaders. wh o applauded the 
antics of a border eo)) i e who chased the ki tP. unt.i 1 exhRll~t.Pd. I R lso 
met a fellow kiteflyer r.alled Chris. wh•1 wR s flyin g 8 Ru.:::z st.nnte r 
ki t.e, hut I found it very heavy and s) nw t.n mAnneuvl·e. A 11 t.he spA r!"; 
were of GRP tube. as were those in most. of t.he l ora ] ly ntAd~ stnnt.ers 
After a week in Syrlney seeing the sivht.s. we travelJ~d l iP t.hP Ea.~t 
CoR s t. i n a camp e r van . '1' he be a c he s R. re re a I 1 y m a g n i f i •" P '' t f n r f l y 1n !t : 
thP.y R.l'P- s11 lnng i'fnct flat And Rt thRI lin1e .,r thP yt=>;:n ( Au.gnst ) m n~ t 
people are at work and children arP in sr h nol. so the hea ~ h was tot::~l l y 
mine fnr flying o n most dayR. 'T'hPr e ::~r~ th ree kitf stareR 
in Surfer · s Paradise, all c ::~lled Skytes. Kit.ing mu st. be roplllRr tn 
enable all t.hreP. st.nres t o make 8 pr0fit. in snf'h a Rltla lJ area. 
Unfortunately I did not meet Laughlan Gifford . t he owner . bnt Terni at 
MarinA Mirage was very well jnformed and lvdpful. WP t.r:::~ve ll ed further 
north to Hoo l oo laba ( pr n n oll n ceo that i f ynu t•a n ) to meet An <lrPtJ HRrnie, 
wh l1 runs t h e Windwor k s Ki.te Ctr. l11l The Wharf. wherP he makes and 
repairs kites within the sh('lp. He drew o ut a splPncli.d tnur map nf t.he 
area for n s and advi~~ed nn l nr·al flyi.n~ ~itP~. 011r lRst pnr~ (lf •·al l 
for kit e shops was another [_>.r·ep;,: p ~nrl EP zr=- sl or"' in ~iPWhirt"'::t'!" MArket 
i n Brisbane . Th~ wife nf thP nwn~r WR ~ VPrv h~lpful 3nd 
i nt e res t.P.d in the kjt e sc.=orH• At lt" rn e What ::~n a rna:;:ing trip . 

f\r·n · t fnr ,f,!e t S r1nlP 1: i t-.es i I' vr.u ~·j! 

RRV Cl:l ld-, i] I . 



The Journal Of The Bearly Made It Skydive Squad, The International Brotherhood of 
farachuting Fauna and the U.K. Ted Devils.Ozone,Cabbage anc1 Stuntkite Friendly, Ho,Ho ! 

As its Seemingly impossible for an Edition of R.C. to be written without having a. WJ 
at so100one or other, and as the Cardboard Cutout/Boring Old Fart is getting a bit nervous 
as to who or what we Fauna of a so:rt cuddley toy persuasion, are going to insult next, we 
of the BM.ISS H.~. M:>b, in consultation with the Ayatollah Cabbage, and in view of the fact 
that we hate to see a Grown Man cowering in the Cupboard under the stairs, wearing a Tin 
Helmet and a Flak J'acket. (i'lho, me ?.BOF)Are From now on, embarking on a protracted period 
of Sweetness and Enlightenment as befits Soft Cuddle:y Toys. (Oi, Bof, git yer arris out of 
that Cupboard, or you'll git a Furry Knuckle Sarnie. ) 

Rigtlt, thats enough sweetness and enlightenment, lets git it on. Hey, did you think 
that you were a Fan of Parachuting Fauna in a big was-? Yes? have we got News for you. 

Although BMISS has IIlaJ1¥, many Menibers all around the World, there is oDe Country in 
particular that is by far and away the leader when it comes to being B1ITSS Ba.I"JJ\Y. We wont 
give yo'l:.. Three Guesses as to which Country it is, as its Holland or the Netherl.anas. 

We did have an Inkling via correspondence with Dutch Dropniks, but what really brought 
it Home to us was at Dieppe 90. When the BOF pera.mbulated around the Flying Field his 
Flabber was well and truly Ge.sted when he saw the Dutch Fauna on Parade. You dear Dropnik 
may have a M:>b of Fauna that owns you, but the average Dutch Dropnik is owned by at least 
a Regi.nv::nt of Fauna of all Shaapes, Sizes and Species. 

Obviously our Dutch friends believe that Variety is the Spice of Life as the different 
Species that they Bung Jolly Cld Rags onttJ i s quite amazing. Of course, as well as Bears 
they have Mice , Monkeys, Cats, Doz s,renguins etc, etc, and also of note is the a.nx:mt of 
crea ture Comforts that these Fauna bring with them on Safari. Deckchairs, Sunbeds, Tents, 
Sunshades, the list of stuf'f goes on and on. 

Aswell as lots of creature Comforts, t he . Variety and heaviness of 
the I.e..un.ch Ordnance is Remarkabl e , in Particular an amazing 

Twin Sail Ferry that is utilised by the Fischer Regiment , our 
ovm Rasta chat, a.f'ter several rides up the Ki teline on this 

Device, said that its about time we got the 'OOF's act 
together and persuaded him t o have a go a Cobbling up 
an Ersatz version. (Its Coming C. C. ) as "'''ery good ideas 

are worth Pimu,n.:;: 

,_ 

Those Dropniks out there who were rot too sure 
::>f how Hughs Bi g Book was presented can see from 
this exactly what you are getting for your hard 
Earned Do~,of course all the smart lOOney would 
be on the .1! ull Size version and not on the Minisc
ule version we show here which H\18P had to throw 
into the washing Ma..schine to Shrink it down to 
fit the~· I f J~ believe that ••••••••••••••• 
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There are tires when the average Ki teflier/ 
Dropnik begins to think along t he lines of, Ho, 

P.um, Yawn, nave 1 seP.n it all? ••.• -~when they 
are i n such a F:rcure of mind, its then that some

thing occurs which hits them with all the f orce of 
a Cricket Bat across the head. 

~ a so~thing occurred ~t B~ckheat~ last Year 
~n a~son was goutg 1nto Brain Fade with 

-e..Qpm a t a Nudge~-yetl -'.elow--wha!_ Festival. 
:-.::---- ~ .....__ 4:" - -

From out of 't-he Blue, one of our ~.!embers suddenly appea
red right in th~ 'Inid.dle of a StuntY,i te Routine, seemingly 

hell bent on giving tem~so~ of that, BMISS style. A quick 
glance sl<yward.s revealed _ ~vious Kite that our meniler 

could have dropped from, ana. e certain person was just a-- _ 
bit -nonplussed, until so~reone said " Hey, that Bear popped out 

/..- --::::"D that 'Stunter''. It was true, the bear had come from indside 
a Stunter, a very ingenious Kite made by Pat Bonneau. 

Pats Stunter is tops in Audacity and Original thought. Picture 
in your mind a Stunt Kite of Fairl~ normal :i)elta Configuration, but 

and this is one of the clever bits, with a Hollow Fuselage Section. 
In the nose portion of this Fuselage is an opening of approx 9"x16" 

"f 1 or 23x40cm, which will just accom:>date a small Parabear. Within this 
'/ opening is a fo:nn of Trampoline, i.e. a piece of Ripstop sprung with 

Zi gzagged Elastic upon which the bear lays. Forci ng the bear down onto 
the Trampoline is a Cockpit Cover made f':rom Rips top and F/glass. 

The Cock:pi t Qover can be released, enabling the bear to Fbp out of the Kite and to Para
chute down. The really clever part of the design of this Kite is the use of an Electric 
winch which not onJ.y releases the Cockpit Cover, but also releases some "JEr EJCHAUSI'" 
Ripstop Streamers which indicate to the Pilot that the bear is ready for release and that 
he should go for ma.xinn.Im altitude. 

Inside the tail of the Kite is concealed a small electric winch f':rom a Le go Set, power 
for .mich co~res f':rom a small 9volt Battery. The winch is a slow rotation type which Pat 
has set to release the Strea.IOOrs and the Cocpi t Cover after it has wound up a certain 
length of line which takes approx 3 minutes or so. 

The Flight Sequence for the Kite is Roughly as follows. The bear is placed under t he 
Cockpit Cover which is fastened with a Pin which in turn is connected to the winch via 
the length of line. The winch is switched on an4 the Kite is launched. !\orma.l Stunt man
ouvers are perfo~d until the streamers appear at the i'ling Roots. Shortly after and 
hopefully with the Kite at maxi mum altitude the Cockpit Cover is Tripped and the bear 
is ejected along with the Cover by the force of the Trampoline. 

Although dear reader, you may have your own f avo'..li'i.te pieee of Kite kit, you must agree 
that its got to be very exceptional. to Top this amazing Kite from !:at Bonneau. 

Rum:>urs have it that the speed of developnent of this type of Bear Launcher is so fast, 
that the Mk 1. version described heze is alrea dy obsolete, and Mks II and III are already 
being worked upon. As soon a s details are available you will read about it in R. C. 

By the tine you read this dear Menibers, we will be into the New Year, over halfway 
through the Hibernation Period (Pm doing this in my Sleep) ( Yes , I know you can read 
this in your Sleep) and we can be looking forward to another great Season of giving the 
Dropniks and Stunters what for. 

Your News, Views and ai\Y old Rubbish to the Teddytorial, c/o The Cardboard Cutout/ 
Boring Old Fart. 48. I.e.urel Lane, West Drayton, Middx, UB7.7TY. United Kingdom. 



As I write 1990 is coming to a close 
and the manufacturer's new pro
duct releases for 1991 are rolling 
in with each & every post. 

1990 saw the sport of Stunt Kite 
flying move forward considerably 
and as a result fairly significant 
changes have resulted in the level 
of equipment available to flyers. 

What was previously Open Class 
equipment- large wings with glass 
fibre tube frames - is now begin
ner/intermediate level equipment 
and what were tricky, almost unfly
able, weirdo designs are now 
standard Open Class equipment. 

As a frame material carbon fibre 
tube/rod/laminates is almost uni
versal in top end kites and there 
seems to be no immediate upgrade 
available beyond this in terms of 
strength or stiffness. A plea- would 
the fliers out there who break 
carbon spars please not dispose of 
them by putting them in the nearest 
public rubbish bin to the flying 
field- either take them home and 
cut them into short lengths or re
turn them to us when you buy a 
replacement- incentive SOp dis
count on replacement spar for 

I Stun/Kites 19911 
each broken spar returned (carbon 
fibre splinters horribly and it is un
safe to dispose of it where children 
could lay hands on it). 

On the flying line front, Spectra 
displaced Kevlar as the first choice 
line- the principal advantages of 
Spectra are smaller diameter and 
greater line on line slipperyness. 
We still sell Kevlar for applications 
where Spectra won't do (eg flying 
over rocky or gorse strewn flying 
sites where Spectra can be easily 
damaged). 

Developments on the kite front for 
1991 include a new, smaller Revo
lution 4 line kite (Rev 2), a cylindri
cal Rogallo LiteFiite (the Heavy), a 
complete range of indented spine 
swept wings from Skynasaur 
(Classic 48-96), a large Speedwing 
(!- think of the pull) and a bigger 
soft steerable from Skynasaur (the 
Stuntfoil 42). 

Details of all these (& more) are in 
our new colour Stunt kite catalogue 
available Jan 1991 , as is another 
one of our books- .. Swept Wing 
Stunt Kites .. for those who really 
must design & make their own 
stunt kites. 

Stunt Kite 1991 Catalogue 
available Jan 1991 

And we hereby promise not to mention Stunt Kites 
Cl~Clt~ this yee11: ...... ......................... . 

The Kite Store Ltd;. 48 Neat Street, London WC2H 9PA 
Tel; 071 83o 1666 Fax; 071 836 251 0 
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