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Dear Reader 
 
Another kite year is almost done.  We have definitely had our 
share of the changeable nature of the weather with heat waves, 
storms and no wind.  Regardless the events were successful. 
 
Talking of which—Portsmouth 2020 dates have been set for 8th 
& 9th August thanks to the continued support of Portsmouth City 
Council.  A kite festival in Sunderland is taking place after sever-
al years absence but in a new location with a new title.  This is 
on 1st & 2nd August.  Unfortunately Dave Ellison has informed 
us that there will be no Exmouth event again in 2020, they are 
waiting for some younger Rotarians to take on the challenge. 

 
We have just been thinking—over the past 40 years we have produced around 6500 pages 
of magazine, stuffed thousands of envelopes, put stamps on most of them, and trundled 
down to the post office to put them in (several) different post boxes—although there was a 
time when the Post Office did collect the magazines for us. 
 
From January 2010 we introduced the electronic issue and started to email this to readers 
who wanted it delivered that way.  Roughly two thirds of the members receive the magazine 
this way, typically produced and issued the day the printing finishes.  There are always go-
ing to be those who prefer real paper copies and we intend to continue producing this.  Fu-
ture kite archivists, historians and collectors will need these to hunt down in the antique 
shops of the future. 
 
Mind you—we always need material for the magazine.  How about sending something in for us to publish.   
 
See you in 2020 
 

Gill and Jon 
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MISSING 
There’s something I’d like to go back to from 
my previous article. 
 
I mentioned two sets of Eolo Gayla dual stacked 
kites with hand made, colour coded tubular tails 
that were, at the time, over-due for delivery.   
Despite taking my complaint to the Hermes CEO 
and receiving several assurances from his dele-
gated menials that everything possible was be-
ing done to locate the package (not too sure 
how confident I was about this), the ‘special 
searches’ proved fruitless. Oh how surprised I 
was. 
 
The package was properly labelled with the sup-
plied paperwork inside - and even a couple of 
our business cards - I also sent them a photo of 
the box! 
 
This leads me to believe that, unless it fell off a 
conveyer belt and is in an awkward place await-
ing retrieval if it’s discovered during some fu-
ture maintenance program then it might some-
how have fallen in to the hands of someone 
who thought it might fetch a bob or two. 

Therein lies the problem. Unless you are an ex-
perienced flyer or a very determined person, at 
the offset you would have trouble figuring out 
the assembly and then comes the problem of 
obtaining proper lines and knowing how to 
launch the kites, especially with the tails. 
 
I won’t keep on about this in future but, if any-
one should be contacted for advice (that person 
may be completely innocent having bought 
them in good faith) or should  you see them 
flying then please let me know.   The tubular 
tails are a big give-away as they were made by 
Marilyn and, as such, are completely unique. 
 
One further note of caution about Hermes. Al-
ways insure your package and, if they lose it, 
you will have to submit proof of the transaction 
showing that your valuation is correct. 
 
SHOPPING AROUND 
I know that many kite flyers of all levels will 
spend hours browsing through websites looking 

to see what might tempt them and which their 
next purchase might be.  All too often the pro-
spective purchase will not be what is expected 
as I have tried to show in previous articles. 
 
You’ll see videos of kites alone in the sky possi-
bly edited to slow the film which gives the ap-
pearance that the kite is bigger and, maybe, 
the latest stunt kites flown by experts at a level 
few will reach, in short clips taken, possibly, 
from hours of filming showing just that one 
time the stunt went right - well, nobody wants 
to watch someone continually failing do they, 
it’s simply not entertaining. 
 
When Marilyn and I make our videos we derive 
a lot of enjoyment from trying to think of new 
angles and things that make the shots fun, en-
tertaining and informative, often things go 
wrong and you get the idea of how much ends 
up on the cutting room floor when you see the 
out-takes at the end. 
 
Kept short 
We try not to go in to lots of unnecessary and 
boring detail and always, we feel most im-
portantly, stand by the kite to give a proper size 
comparison - we have received many thanks 
from flyers for this - I guess saving a few pen-
nies for them. 
 
If a kite is being described as ‘Seven feet 
across”, that means it is not even as big as a 
full size team sport kite, therefore, first imagine 
how much presence that will have all alone a 
hundred and fifty feet up. 
 
We are always looking for others to do the size 
comparison bit and model themselves next to 
the kite but, so often it has to be one of us and 
today will be no exception (see yet another one 
of me below), except for the one of my “special 
sister”, Gwyneth. That story was explained in 
previous issue (press misprint). 
 
Promises Promises 
Our website has been very much neglected with 
most of our videos going straight to YouTube or 
out on social media on our Facebook channel. 
 
However, I am expecting a new knee soon and 
therefore more time in front of the computer 
whilst recuperating and so hopefully, more re-
views and videos which I have ready stashed 
away, will be on their way to it. 
 
THE METEOR 
Over the more recent years HQ Invento have 
experimented with several four line controllable 
kites (Quads) ranging from “The Mojo” through 
the “Easy Quad” and now to “The Meteor”. 
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We made our usual video on this one and my 
leading comment was that this is the easiest HQ 
quad I have had the pleasure to fly. 
 
No-one needs video instruction of how to as-
semble a kite, that’s all part of the fun.  This 

one was a little confusing first time but you 
never learn anything by doing it right. 
 
There are a lot of weird adaptions not seen be-
fore which hide the problems the designer must 
have encountered when taking this idea from 
drawing board to reality and there will be a 
need to check that the bits and pieces don’t go 
astray in transit to the flying site, unpacking 
and, similarly, are still there on packing away - 
Just be careful and all will be fine. 
 
Since the inception of the Revolution kite by the 
Hadzicki brothers toward the end of the last 
century there have been a few attempts at dif-
ferent versions of four line controllable kites in 
varying degrees of both price and success.  All 
have different characteristics and certain ones 
are preferred by flyers because they’re easier 
for them to fly or, they hide their mistakes bet-
ter. 

 
I’d guess that HQ have produced this kite hop-
ing to keep the costs down yet still maintain the 
same capabilities as the more expensive mod-
els.  This includes adding a set of lines and de-
cent flying handles in the bag with the kite.  I 
feel that I do have to say there are a couple of 
points within this idea where cost cutting also 
means a cut in performance.  That’s not to say 
that the Meteor is not capable of emulating oth-
er kites, it’s just that it requires a bit more work 
and concentration to get there. 
 
I believe this must be due to the 6mm pultrud-
ed carbon rods used in preference to wrapped 
spars and therefore being heavier at the same 
time as being more flexible.  At the same time 
the extra flexibility means that the overall size 
has been kept down so that the kite maintains 
shape and strength. 
As with most all smaller kites speed increases 
and concentration needs to be sharp. 
 
There is no leading edge in this particular de-
sign as the main cross spar is further down and 
passes along the front of the kite and then 
through the sail to the outer tips in the same 
manner as we have seen on the Robertshaw/
SkyBurner “Fulcrum”.  This makes it  much 
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more difficult for the kite to half twist on itself 
although less so than the much bigger Fulcrum. 
 
Forward motion can be quickly arrested and re-
verse flight at speed is also a cinch due to this 
type of design.  Hovering in the upside down 
position is very easy and launching from upside 
down is done without need of forethought - it 
almost does it for you! 
 
Helicopter turns look amazing - especially to the 
uninformed spectator and, of course the accel-
erated dive, stopping just above the ground al-
ways grabs attention although I had some diffi-
culty in holding it dead still - but that’s probably 
just my lack of skill, or the truly awful wind I 
have experienced every time I taken it out fly-
ing. 
 
Personal Preference 
Although the handles are fine, I have never 
been a fan of “supplied line” as it usually 
stretches and, as a result, is often of different 
lengths, if not straight out of the bag, then after 
a few minutes of gusty winds. 
 
Don’t get me wrong here, I am not decrying the 
‘free’ line - this will surely help newbies who 
want to take up quad line but can’t afford to go 
the whole hog with high end equipment - but I 
use the same lines on all my kites and not only 
does that save a lot of hassle - I don’t do fiddly 
- but it gives a better direct comparison be-
tween kites. I use Vector SK75 from kite-
world.co.uk 
 
In summary 
Not the slowest or even strongest of kites due 
to its size and 6mm frame but with time and 
concentration it’s a more economical way of 
getting in to quad flying.  The Meteor has most 
of the capabilities of high end quads within its 
repertoire and comes with all you need to fly 
(except peg) inside its own bag. There is the 
usual video if you’re interested. 
 
Portsmouth 
I have nothing but admiration for the organis-
ers, Jon and Gill for the resilience they show 
each year in organising this event. 
 
Every year there are untold (well some are) 
battles behind the scenes involving non-
committal or bureaucracy and just plain frustra-
tions from truly, unexpected quarters - and, if 
all this wasn’t enough, this year to be battered 
by the weather as well, causing Saturday to be 
all but cancelled. 
 
I am sure others will have reported on the 
event better than I am able to put in to words 
but I just wanted the chance to say thank you. 
 
Andy 

Then, next day, I learned about Andy King.  
Along with George Webster, Andy was one of 
the first, authoritative kite commentators I 
heard back in my early kiting days of ’91.  I 
worked with him many times over the years 
and we often had a pre-festival pairs or team fly 
to show him the latest additions to our collec-
tion. 
 
So many will have anecdotes involving Andy but 
I’ll leave mine to another day.  We often corre-
sponded on social media and I am so sad to 
lose one of the true kiting characters. 
 
Out and about 
Due to various hospital appointments and my 
expected (still) new knee we have had no holi-
day and a very different kiting year going where 
we fancied at the drop of a hat, avoiding the 
queues by only going out midweek, flying what 
we fancied and when rather than having to 
keep a constant display in the air - no worrying 
about the time during the long summer days, 
just pure chill … 
 
Poole 
A bit of a journey but worth it, we soon grew to 
love Baiter Park in Poole as a flying site. 

It’s a massive area with parking right on the 
edge of the field, good breezes, mostly from off 
the surrounding waters and, importantly, has 
toilets! Don’t forget to feed the meter! 
There’s a short video on our YouTube channel 
that gives a good idea. 
  
There is a harbour close-by and decent, town 
centre shops within easy walking distance.  It 
would be a great place to have a festival but the 
Dragonmaster, who lives locally, has looked in 
to this and forecasts unsteady times in gaining 
permission with local authorities so I don’t see 
that one ever happening. 
 
Shop Display 
A shopping trip to Westfield shopping centre in 
Shepherds Bush and a visit to John Lewis re-
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sulted in us enjoying an unexpected summer 
display - no kites on sale anywhere though! 
 
The Fellow 
The long awaited new team sport kite from HQ 
finally arrived just in time for this review. 

The Fellow is billed as steam kite still capable of 
slack line tricks which is true, although tricks 
are better performed on shorter, 80ft or 100ft 
lines where team flying is better served by lines 
of around 120 to 130ft with some teams prefer-
ring even longer although this does make it 
harder to stay with in the confines of a competi-
tion arena and avoid disqualification by overfly-
ing the boundaries. 
 
I have never professed to be much of a trick 
flyer and have a limited range of them in my 
repertoire, however, I did manage all of that, 
even on long lines. 
 
To my mind the large wing span of just a few 
centimetres under two and a half metres and 
framed by 6mm carbon makes the kite a little 
too flexible for a real trick specialist but its nice 
to know that there is the capability to do more 
than the good precision the Fellow excels at 

along with rail track straight lines, snappy, pull 
push corners, amazing mid window stalls and 
banging landings from either vertical or hori-
zontal flight paths all of which can be seen on 
the Kiteworld, “see it fly” video with yours truly 
at the helm. 
 
There will be a video of pairs/team flying even-
tually but we have not been blessed with good 
wind, good light and a cameraman all on the 
same day. 
 
Precisely  
I can report that the kite does aspire well to 
multi kite manoeuvres as the speed is generally 
slow and true because of the slack trailing edge 
of the Icarex sail that produces a gentle purr 
creating the turbulence which steadies the 
tracking and leading edges that lean back giving 
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a more curved shape as the kite dumps air in 
higher winds. 
 
Flying in pairs, it was a nice feeling to get the 
quick responses needed for the pin sharp cor-
nering and stalls precisely in tune with each 
other and the instant feedback from the not 
large, inputs when we demanded accurate, well 
timed and synchronised two point landings.   
 
We did find that the pull became quite strong 
near the claimed 18mph top end and it be-
comes a younger person’s kite if you then want 
to it landings in the middle of the window.  
 
I didn’t find it a ‘heavy’ kite in the same way as, 
say the HQ “Infinity” and therefore didn’t give 
the feeling that it would ditch when doing low 
passes at the bottom end, at the claimed 5mph. 
The large, deep sail helps here.   
 
I struggled a bit getting the wing tensioners 
over the arrow knocks at the wing tips on as-
sembly but that’s to be expected with this type 
of kite. 
 
I also had difficulty fitting the amulet spreaders 
near the wing-tips fearing I might damage 
something but that’s the point - they are sup-
posed to be tight.   
 
I decided not to take them out again as I didn’t 
want to go through that every time we got the 
kites out but it did mean that it won’t fit all the 
way back in to the bag. 
 
As with most mid priced kites I found myself 
taping over the wingtips both to avoid the ten-
sioners from slipping out and to keep them from 
snagging the flying lines. 
 
Another adjustment I always prefer and you’ll 
see on most all of our two line kites is to have 
an elasticated band giving extra pressure in 
holding the bottom spreaders in to the centre, T
-piece, not enough pressure to stop them from 
popping out altogether but enough to allow 
movement and avoid them coming out unnec-
essarily.   
 
Reminder to me to say more on this next time. 
 
Assessment 
Not even I would be so corny as to to say “For 
he’s a jolly good Fellow”.   
 
Overall I would say that this is a good, versa-
tile, mid priced team kite for a couple or a 
group of casual flyers who want to get together 
and have a lot of fun with this sort of disciplined 
flying. 
 
However, for anything more serious such as 
competition or it was the only kite you might 

take for demonstration at events such as fetes, 
country shows or corporates, there has to be an 
ultralight and a vented in the range or you 
simply would not cope at some point.  As a re-
minder to myself I want to say a bit about pairs 
and team flying in the next edition. 
 
How was your summer? 
We seem to have become much more fair 
weather flyers for reasons previously men-
tioned.   
 
We didn’t get to as many events as we thought 
but going off at the drop of a hat  midweek to 
avoid the traffic led to some wonderful new, ad-
ventures. 
 
We had a few misadventures too, including one 
that needed seven stitches and I learned by 
mistaken identity that Prit Stick is not the best 
lip salve I ever used - obviously, I couldn’t com-
ment at the time.   
 
We made some new kiting friends, hooked a 
few in to kites and did quite a bit of coaching 
(still love doing that).  We also learned that if a 
Welshman says this is my fantasy, he might 
just be talking about his fizzy drink. 
 
Dwindling numbers in the store 
We have less kites at the end of this year than 
we did at the beginning and Hermes is now as 
welcome as Herpes in our house. 
 
Their were far too many kites taking up space 
and never being flown including some I had for-
gotten I still had. 
 
Other flyers are appreciating them now (I hope) 
and more will be moving on to new homes in 
the coming year. 
 
However, I still get seller’s remorse every time 
one leaves and it’s worse when I see the new 
owner flying it - My decision making skills re-
semble that of a squirrel  crossing the road. 
 
It’s strange that now we have less kites we are 
flying a bigger variety when we venture out. 
 
Have a good first half to the winter, see you in 
January. 
 
Allan and Marilyn Pothecary 
kitedisplays.co.uk 
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Reproduced from Flight International—
September 1988. 
 
While the SBAC (Society of British Aero-
space Companies) Show displays the latest 
in aerospace technology, its venue is 
steeped in history. Philip Jarrett recounts a 
momentous event which occurred there 80 
years ago.  

As you walk among the exhibitors' stands l\ 
at Farnborough, with their array of high-
technology products, and watch impressive 
displays by some of the most advanced 
aeroplanes in the world, remember that 
you tread upon hallowed ground. For it was 
on this site, 80 years ago, that the first 
powered, sustained, and controlled flight in 
Britain took place. 
 
The eccentric expatriate American who 
made this flight, Samuel Franklin Cody, 
was also the creator of the aircraft—a re-
markably well conceived machine which 
benefited from Cody's experience with the 
man-lifting kites he had developed over the 
space of eight years, latterly as Chief Kite 
Instructor to the War Office, based at the 
Balloon Factory at Farnborough. In this role 
Cody enjoyed the salary and status of an 
officer in His Majesty's Army, though he 
had no military command, so his later unof-
ficial rank of "Colonel" was not without rea-
son-able basis.  
 
From his kites Cody evolved in 1905 an in-
genious 16m (51ft) span man-carrying  
glider-kite featuring control surfaces which 
served both as elevators and ailerons. By 
sending the glider up as a kite and releas-
ing it to glide down, glides of up to 225m 
(740ft) with a drop of 107m (350ft) were 
achieved, with a number of different and 
completely inexperienced men taking the 
prone pilot's position in the lower centre 
section. Cody himself, a fearless experi-
menter, flew it.  

A Shadow of the Future.   
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Top: Cody's aeroplane shortly before its epoch-making flight. 
The belt drives from the Antoinette engine to the twin pusher 
propellers are evident. Above: Samuel Franklin Cody, an 
expatriate American, was a prominent figure in British aviation 
until his death in a flying accident over Laffan's Plain on 
August 7, 1913  



The application of power began with the 
somewhat shadowy motor-kite of 1907, an 
unmanned kite clearly based upon the clas-
sic Cody kite but powered by a three-
cylinder, 12 h.p. Buchet engine. It was 
tested by taxiing, and by "flying" it along a 
horizontal cable suspended from two 
masts. Free powered flights are also sup-
posed to have been made, though the evi-
dence of these is vague and unreliable.  
 
In October 1907 work began on the con-
struction of Cody's first full-sized powered 
aircraft in the airship shed at Farnborough. 
Destined to be called "British Army Aero-
plane No. 1", it was largely Wright inspired, 
though Cody's intelligence and remarkable 
intuitive engineering skills contributed 
much to its design.  
 
Like the Wright aeroplanes, it was a biplane 
with two counter-rotating pusher propellers 
driven by belt drives from an engine 
mounted on the centre section of the lower 
wing. The engine was a French water-
cooled 50 h.p. Antoinette eight-cylinder vee 
unit, and the pilot was positioned behind it, 
operating a forward elevator, a rear-
mounted rudder, and ailerons positioned 
outboard of the wings and a little above the 
lower plane.  
 
The engine was delivered from France in 
July/August 1908, but a commitment to 
perform kite experiments at sea with the 
Royal Navy took Cody away from Farnbor-

ough. Finally, the major task of installing 
the powerplant, radiators, and propulsion 
system was begun in the airship shed, and 
Cody was able to return to supervise the 
work by early September, when rapid pro-
gress was made. Numerous modifications 
and strengthening features were incorpo-
rated as construction progressed, one of 
the most notable changes being the addi-
tion of a "top rudder" above the upper 
mainplane to enhance lateral control.  
 
On Saturday September 19 the completed 
aeroplane made its first appearance out of 
doors, albeit under a veil of secrecy. For 
this reason it was not rolled out until the 
evening, and it was then moved to Jersey 
Brow, a clearing south-west of the factory 
buildings. (Later tests were mostly carried 
out on the more exposed Farnborough 
Common.)  
 
There was insufficient space for long runs, 
and the tests were largely limited to run-
ning the engine and, probably, measuring 
thrust by means of a dynamometer. At 
least one run of about a quarter of a mile 
along the ground was made, however.  
 
A further trial took place on Farnborough 
Common, on Monday September 21. This 
time the balance of the aircraft was tested, 
and it was found to be rather nose-heavy. 
Minor damage to a wingtip aileron ended 
the tests. Repairs were quickly effected, 
and further trial runs and steering tests 

A Shadow of the Future.   
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took place on Laffan's Plain on the 24th, 
and on the more convenient Common on 
the 28th.  
 
The next day, September 29, Cody took his 
aeroplane off the ground for the first time 
during a fast run, and made a tentative 
flight of 71m (78 yards). He was not unduly 
excited by this event, which he regarded as 
"only a jump".  
 
Once again his kite work with the Navy in-
terrupted Cody's trials, and the aircraft was 
returned to the airship shed for further 
modification. By October 14, when flight 
trials resumed, two important changes had 
been made. The most notable of these was 
the removal of the ailerons, apparently to 
reduce aerodynamic drag because of the 
machine's small reserve of power. This left 
only the top rudder to control the aircraft in 
roll and keep it on an even keel. The other 
change concerned the radiators, which 
were moved outboard of the propellers, 
where they no longer inhibited the pilot's 
view, as the previous installation had done.  
The climax of the October 14 trials, which 
were made on Farnborough Golf Links, was 
another brief flight on the third run, when, 
according to The Times, the aircraft 

"suddenly sprang into the air, and soared a 
distance of about 80 yards (55m) well 
above the heads of the spectators," and 
was returned to earth "without any percep-
tible jolt".  
 

Cody had adjusted the camber of his wings 
for these tests, and this obviously had the 
desired effect. He later recalled that two 
tentative flights were made that day. "I 
went one flight about 10 feet high and the 
other one about 12, and flew 100 yards 
each time," he said. "I jumped up, but they 
were only jumps, as I say."  
 
The next day was spent giving the aircraft 
a thorough overhaul and making final ajus-
ments to the wing curvature in readiness 
for a serious attempt at flight on the 16th.  
 
Cody began the trials on October 16 by 
making two or three circular runs on Farn-
borough Common to warm up the engine 
and get the feel of the controls. "I was ac-
cused of doing nothing but jumping with 
my machine," he later said, "so I got a bit 
agitated and went to fly."  
 
He then began taxiing towards the Swan 
Inn Plateau (now the site of the RAF Offic-
ers' Mess), and the machine suddenly leapt 
into the air and flew on to the Plateau, fly-
ing for about 70m (75 yards). But this was 
only a foretaste of what was to come. Cody 
took his aeroplane to a point close to what 
is now the main pedestrian entrance to the 
SBAC Shows, in the extreme south-west 
corner of the grounds of the Officers' Mess. 
He planned to fly diagonally across the 
Common in a north-westerly direction, 
landing in a clear space to the south of the 
Balloon Factory. There was little scope for 
error, and the ground was far from ideal for 
aeroplanes—especially untried pioneer ma-
chines.  
 
After a very short run, estimated by Cody 
to be 55m (60 yards), the aeroplane took 
off, passing a clump of trees on the right. 
An altitude of between 30ft and 40ft was 
reached in less than 100 yards, and Cody 
then flew steadily across Farnborough 
Common for about a quarter of a mile, ac-
cording to accounts in The Times and Aero-
nautics, in a "beautiful smooth flight".  
 
Unfortunately, Cody was drifting off course 
and veering in a south-westerly direction, 
influenced by an east-north-easterly wind 
as he reached the open Common and 
gained height. Instead of passing to the left 
of a second clump of trees across the Com-
mon, as Cody had intended, the aircraft 
was now heading directly for it.  

Tested in 1907, the unmanned motor-kite had a French 
Bucket engine. It was basically an enlarged and modified 
Cody kite with auxiliary surfaces  
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Cody had begun his descent, and when he 
saw the trees ahead he climbed and cleared 
them by eight feet but encountered severe 
air disturbance which rolled the aircraft  vi-
olently. The port wingtip struck the ground 
very hard, slewing the machine round and 
causing it to loose height, though Cody did 
manage to roll it back on to an even keel 
by use of the "top rudder".  
 
His problems were not over. He now faced 
yet more trees, and he lacked the neces-
sary altitude to clear them. Turning hard 
left to prevent a collision, he also managed 
to avoid a group of tall pines, passing be-
tween them and a small clump of bushes. 
The further loss of height in the second 
turn allowed the left wing to strike the 
ground again, and this time recovery was 
impossible. The aeroplane crashed into the 
ground and, in Cody's terms, "crumpled up 
like so much tissue paper . . . and the 
framework was considerably wrecked'.  
 
Thanks to the inherent shock-absorbing 
qualities of the pioneer aeroplane structure, 
Cody emerged from the wreck unscathed. 
The crash occurred just a little south of 
what is now the eastern end of Farnbor-
ough's main runway. The distance covered 
in flight was later measured, and found to 
be 423m (1,390ft). The aircraft was reck-
oned to have flown at a speed of between 
25 and 30 m.p.h.  
 

Fortunately the engine and propellers es-
caped damage completely, though the left 
wings were smashed. After some delibera-
tion, Royal Engineers removed the power-
plant, enabling the machine to be dragged 
sideways on its transport trolley back to the 
airship shed for reconstruction.  
 
Although Cody had drifted off course in a 
south-westerly direction, he flew steadily 
and there was no sign of any control prob-
lems. While the Wright brothers had made 
their first flights over open sandy ground, 
Cody had to contend with trees, and it was 
his attempts to evade these which ulti-
mately led to the concluding crash.  
 
It was an ignominious end to the first pow-
ered, sustained, and controlled flight in 
Great Britain, but in spite of the mishap Co-
dy became famous overnight. "I am sorry 
that the accident occurred," he told The 
Times correspondent, "but I have accom-
plished what I aimed at. I have constructed 
a machine which can fly."  
 
Following its October 16 crash, Cody's aer-
oplane never flew again in that form. It was 
reconstructed, and continued to be flown 
and modified well into 1909, after its crea-
tor's discharge from the Factory at the end 
of March. Parts of it were eventually incor-
porated in Cody's second aircraft.  
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Andy King 
1952—2019 
 
It was a sad day 
when we found out 
that we had lost 
Andy.  As well as a 
friend we have lost 
one of the leading 
drivers of kites and 
kite flying in the 
U.K.  Although not 
active for the past 
few years he was 
always in our 
thoughts—
especially at kite 
festivals when his 
distinctive voice and style was no longer there.  
He was very supportive of The Kite Society and 
gave his time generously to us and others.   
 
Below are some of the tributes that were given 
at his funeral.  Gathered and presented by Tony 
Cartwright and Paul Reynolds. 
 
Andy King had a massive impact on my life. Af-
ter buying my first kite 30+ years ago I went 
into the Kite Store and met Andy. He always 
had time for anyone and got me to go to my 
first festival at Blackheath and then got me in-
volved in STACK. In 1991 and 1992 I flew with 
Andy (and Tony) in the Blast – I have good 
memories of this time together including us go-
ing to Japan for the World Cup. 
 
Even earlier than the BLAST was the Blitz, the 
first sport kite team, in the World, outside 
America. 
 
With Andy we competed in Seaside Oregon and 
Bristol World Cups. 
 
We also flew together at many American events 
including Chicago, Hawaii and New Jersey all 
the time learning about the sport. 
 
At Andy’s 40th birthday in 1992 I managed to 
pluck up the courage to talk to Natalie, a year 
later I proposed and a year after that we got 
married.  Sadly Andy, Becky and Ali never 
made it to our wedding as a lorry load of chick-
ens turned over on the M4 that day!   In a 
month’s time we will celebrate our 25th wed-
ding anniversary.    Andy has a lot to answer 
for? 
 
As you all know Andy had a quick mind and a 
great sense of humour.   When I originally post-
ed on Facebook about Andy passing away some 
people responded by saying - that can’t be 
true.   I didn’t respond as quickly as Andy would 
have.  One person suggested ‘you must be jok-
ing’.    Andy would have replied ‘No - that’s my 

brother!’ 
 
You will all know that Andy ran the kite store in 
Covent Garden for most of his working life.  But 
this gives a small insight into the effect that 
kites had on Andy and that Andy had on the 
kite world.   
 
Andy was a past president of the Global Kite 
Traders Association.  We believe he was the 
first non American to hold this title.  
 
Andy was a founder of the Sport Team and 
Competitive Kiting Association or 
STACK.  STACK went onto become a Global 
wide organisation and one of the three organi-
sations that controlled sport kiting.  
  
It was with Andy that I first commentated at a 
kite festival.   Andy was one of the best known, 
best loved and most entertaining kite commen-
tators in the UK.  
   
If you have never been to a kite festival you 
won’t necessarily understand the challenge of 
talking for 6 hours or more about kites going up 
and kites coming down.   Andy commented at 
many UK events including at my Blackheath 
festivals where I think he got George to help 
him?  
 
It may not surprise you to know that finding 
sponsorship for kite festivals is a chal-
lenge.  Many of them raise money by auctioning 
kites donated by kite flyers.  It was also with 
Andy that I did my first kite auction. Andy was 
a great kite auctioneer managing to amuse and 
extract significant and often excessive cash 
from the audience.  
 
The First European Cup was held at Blackheath.  
During the Auction Andy sold me a very stand-
ard sport kite whilst I was in the Toilet.  
 
Over the years his unique auction style has cost 
us a lot of money!  
 

Empty Spaces in the Sky 

The Kiteflier, Issue Page 13 



Andy was a kite flyer.  As I said before, TC, 
Andy, Sarah and I represented the UK at the 
World Cup in Japan.   It won’t surprise you to 
know that Andy chose the music, choreo-
graphed the routine (and told the rest of us 
what to do.    
 
Andy as a musician had prefect timing his call-
ing from the front was always spot on even 
when wind conditions  changed during a compe-
tition.  
 
Andy knew hundreds or kiteflyers around the 
world.  Whilst he hasn’t been as active in this 
area for several years news of his passing was 
greeted with great sadness and kindness.  We 
wanted to share with you some of the thoughts 
that kiteflyers shared with us. 
 
Viv Walters recalls Andy coming to stay with 
him and his girlfriend at a house they rented 
near Colchester train station. Short haired and 
beard free in those days he announced one 
drunken night that he had an opportunity to 
make a living “selling kites” in Bristol/London. 
He wanted advice on what exactly  a kite was, 
were they popular and was there any money in 
it?   The rest, as they say, is history......  

The Decorators are arguably the top 4 line dis-
play team in the world and definitely the old-
est.   
 
Felix Mottram, one of the original flyers, recalls 
that Andy sold him the first Revolution kite that 
came into the country in 1989.    Following that 
sale Felix and the Decorators have flown at 
hundreds of festivals in multiple continents and 
amazed literally millions of people.  
 
Some of the most stunning single line kites in 
the world are made by an American kite maker 
called George Peters.  He said that ‘Andy will be 
deeply missed. His voice at so many kite festi-
vals bantering back and forth with George Web-
ster on the mic always set the tone of the festi-
val like a stand up comedy act. So sad to hear 
this news that he's gone. He was a good one!’ 
 
Kite legend Dodd Gross said ‘First time I met 

Andy was when he became the president of the 
KTAI. Maybe 92? He came rolling into the hotel 
bar on his rollerblades.   That's when kiting was 
so much fun! I have many other memories of 
Andy too but that was the first one ! 
 
John Dearden suggested that Andy will doing 
the auction upstairs now.  I agree and suspect 
he will have no end of stories to tell. 
 
Another John, said ‘Throughout my formative 
time getting into kites and kite festivals he was 
there to offer advice and a friendly smile. ‘ 
 
Scott Skinner said ‘Andy ‘ inspired us to great-
ness matched always with a dash of daftness.’   
 
The memory that Rick Kinnard from America 
holds dearest was the time he came to the Ha-
waii convention. Corey, Rick and Andy decided 
to go for a swim in the hotel pool. “It had just 
closed. So what? They began a synchronized 
swim singing “Tiny Bubbles.” It was at this point 
that a lady came to the edge of the pool and 
told them that they had just dumped a bunch of 
chemicals in the pool and perhaps they ought to 
get out. This was followed by a hotel staff mem-
ber telling them, very kindly, that the pool was 
closed. He was backed up by two very wide Sa-
moan gentlemen in cheap cutaway FBI type 
sports jackets.” 
 
They decided it was time to exit the pool and 
have a drink poolside.   “It was a great after-
noon”.  
 
Rick also said that Andy was the epitome and 
spirit of kiting in the 80s. Two line kites were 
making their debut.  They were thrilled by team 
flying and the antics around all that. Then came 
power kiting, buggying and quad-line kites. It 
was a thrilling time in kiting. 
 
Andy’s spirit, and understanding of the essence 
what it all meant was essential to understand-
ing the movement. Folks have moved on,  spe-
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cializing or abandoning the sport and the pas-
time. It’s not the same. Or maybe, it is and we 
have moved on.  
 
In the past few years Rick heard reports that 
Andy was not the same. Not the person we 
knew.  Rick reached out sparingly on facebook. 
“Once someone is gone it’s easy to ask yourself 
if you could have done more. Of course, you 
could have, if you had known. But we all have 
our lives to live, our path to select. Each one is 
different. Each one the same.” 
 
I found a comment on a photo of Andy made by 
Corey Jenson.  He apparently stood up at a  re-
ception in Japan, addressed the audience, and 
thanked them for making a whole country ‘in 
his size.’ 
 
It also helped in Holland when some kiteflyers 
were trying to recreate the lifting of a person in 
basket by a kite – so called man lifting kites.  
They couldn’t lift a traditional person in the tra-
ditional basket but they managed Andy on a 
swing. 
 
Andy has touched and changed my many peo-
ple lives. 
 
I know over the past 44 years there are tales 
and adventures Babs and I had with Andy. 
 
But one story I will share shows how he 
reached the general public! 
 
At Weymouth kite festival many years back I 
was talking to an elderly lady who had travelled 
each year with a coach party from their care 
Home especially for the festival. She made the 
comment “ that she liked the kites but loved the 
commentary from Andy and George. The infor-
mation given was good but the banter between 
them was the best!” 

Andy, you touched many people’s hearts! 
 
That Monday when I heard the sad news, I was 
torn apart ! I felt part of me had been ripped 
away! 
 

But today that is not the case Andy will always 
be part of me, a massive part of my life. 
 
In my ear I can hear him “TC my man” Andy 
best wishes may your soul fly! 
 
Doug Jones 
8th March 1941 – 10th September 2019  

Douglas passed away on 10th September. His 
health had been deteriorating for some years 
and had to have a pacemaker fitted. He spent 
his final nine weeks in hospital/care, following 
an attack of emphysema, where he was visited 
by a number of club members.  
 
He was a very private person so  we know very 
little about his family or history. Doug was a 
professional photographer, who was trained in 
photography in the RAF. He photographed lots 
of things there, like passing out parades, plane 
crashes etc. When he left the RAF Doug started 
another career as an employment officer, where 
he worked until he retired. 
 
Doug had a fund of knowledge on lots of sub-
jects especially trains and buses, particularly 
London buses, if you needed to get to anywhere 
in London by bus he could tell which number 
bus to catch. When our overseas friends came 
over for our Kite events, Doug used to give 
them a tour of the sites of London by bus & 
walking. 
 
In 1990 he was one of the founder members of 
White Horse Kite Flyers and remained a com-
mittee member until his death. He travelled 
widely with his kites representing The Club in 
countries around the world. He was our repre-
sentative in the BKFA and for many years ran 
the small Harrow festival with Martin Croxton.  
 
He leaves a big space in the sky and will be 
sadly missed by the kiting fraternity. 
 
On behalf of White Horse Kite Flyers 
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Ahmedabad’s kite museum: Paperbirds take you on 
Cloud 9 
Ahmedabad, the largest city in Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s home state of Gujarat, boasts 30-odd mu-
seums but the stunning Kite Museum in the 608-year
-old world heritage city is in a class of its own.  The 
kite-flying season begins in December but visitors 
walking into this comparatively small treasure house 
of paper-birds any time of the year are instantly 
transported into the midst of the cacophonic, festive 
revelry when the sky is dotted with multi-hued kites 
flown by merry-making men, women and children 
packed like sardines on rooftops as loudspeakers belt 
out latest Bollywood songs. 

 
Indeed, the 125 original, brightly-coloured, unusual 
kites of all sizes, shapes and materials placed in ver-
tically-mounted glass panels backlit by white, fluo-
rescent tube-lights to simulate a background resem-
bling a sunny sky are sure to take your breath away 
as you go round in the well-illuminated passageways. 
Add to this the 250-odd eye-catching kites captured 
on wondrous colour slides, the countless life-size 
photographs depicting the kite-flying craze of Gujara-
tis, and various charts, sketches as well as drawings 
on history of kites, and you know why India’s only 
‘Patang (kite) Museum’, and one of only two in the 
world, is a must in a tourist’s itinerary. 
 
The unique exhibits range from miniature kites to 
massive ones measuring more than 20 feet, kites 
with mind-boggling geometric designs and others 
depicting birds, animals, trees and human figures, 
the oldest being 70 years old but all of them with 
intricate design and craft.  And mind you, the terrific 
designs on these kites from all over the country are 
not painted but  
 
made up of tiny scraps of translucent paper meticu-
lously glued by dextrous artisans what with one hav-
ing been pieced together with as many as 400 bits of 
papers of different colours. 
 
“The contrast between the diaphanous, delicate pa-
per and the bamboo frame stuck on it make all kites 
wonderful pieces of art,” wrote Ramji Desai, an Ah-
medabad-born former police officer now living in At-
lanta (the United States), in the visitors’ diary of the 
museum which signed a memorandum of under-
standing with Layang-layang Museum of Jakarta dur-
ing Modi’s visit to Indonesia not long ago. 
 
If kites with figures of Radha-Krishna and Nehru 
Gandhi leave visitors spellbound, they are also 
bowled over by Hexagonal Japanese paper-birds 
called Rokoku. No less absorbing are the full-scale 
large photographs that portray the kite-fliers’ frenzy, 

and the numberless illustrations that narrate the his-
tory of kites, starting from 200 BC when Huien Tsang 
flew a kite at night that stunned the army of Liu Pang 
of Han dynasty in China. 
More drawings and sketches elucidate how Benjamin 
Franklin showed to the world that lightning was elec-
tricity by flying a kite through a thunderstorm in 
1752, and explaining how kite-flying eventually led to 
the Wright Brothers developing the airplane in 1902 
and the advent of modern kites till 1985.   

 
The museum exhibits also reveal how kites were 
used in war for aerial photography, and also in ad-
vertisements to boost sales of paper-birds called air 
scoop kites, Graham Bell tetra-kites, sky-links kite 
systems, para-launchers, Colorado rollers, muliti-
flares, and octagon phoenix variants.  A special at-
traction is a seven-minute video film on how the vi-
brant kites are made, mostly by hard-up Muslim 
women, in Ahmedabad, and sold as well as flown 
during the climax of the 45-day season in the three-
day kite fete, Uttarayan, including the annual gov-
ernment-sponsored international kite festival that 
draws expert kitists from all over the globe.  
 
Well, the brain behind the unique gallery, only the 
second in the world to be set up in 1986, some 10 
years after the first one in Japan, is now-
octogenarian Bhanu Shah, a first-rate museologist 
who has also made waves as poet, writer, painter, 
designer, photographer and child educator.  
 
“Ever since I fell in love with kites when I was 21, I 
wanted to collect kites and create an impression of 
numerous kites in the sky just as one would see on 
the festival day here in Ahmedabad,” says Shah, who 
donated his rare collection of best kites among his 
hundreds of possessions to the local civic body for 
dreaming up a new-fangled museum 33 years ago, 
and continues to take care of them even at a ripe 
age of 84. 
 
The selfless man has gathered some 1,500 distinc-
tive, one-of-a-kind kites by spending a fortune, trav-
elling far and wide intermittently for 50 years, visit-
ing every nook and cranny of the country, and paying 
through his nose to unwilling shopkeepers.  What’s 
more, the exhaustive information about kites in the 
museum has been the result of his five years of 
painstaking research, corresponding with scores of 
historians, Sanskrit scholars, archaeologists and mu-
seum curators to seek minutest details about kites. 
 
Shah, along with his equally avid two kitist sons, has 
mesmerised millions at 21 global kite festivals in Du-
bai, Singapore, Denmark, Paris, London, New York, 
Bangkok, etc. by displaying not only his far-out kites 
but also the trio’s enviable kite-flying skills.  
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It is interesting to look back over the past 40 
years and see how kiteflying has changed. 
 
The most noticeable change has been the intro-
duction of large inflatable kites mainly from the 
stable of Peter Lynn.  Since their introduction 
and ready availability they dominate the skyline 
with the larger festivals having multiple copies 
of the same kite. 
 
That is not to say all large inflatables are from 
Peter Lynn.  There are a lot of innovative 3D 
inflatable kites from Germany (Bernhard 
Dingwerth comes to mind) and China (Tan Xin 
Bo) but also some from the U.K. with Guy 
Reynolds and Martin Lester. 
 
Of course, or unfortunately depending on your 
point of view, this also means that there are a 
lot of lifter kites also in the sky.  Some of these 
are sensible—allowing multiple kites to be 
strung from a single line and acting as a ‘sky 
anchor’ for them, stabilising their flight.  Others 
are not so sensible—a single lifter with a single 
kite. This clutters the sky and mostly gives the 
impression that the kite hanging underneath 
will not fly by itself and, it could be argued, not 
really a kite but a bag of wind or a large wind-
sock. 
 
Another major introduction during the past 40 
yeas has been the quad line kite.  Starting, ob-
viously, with the Revolution kite a number of 
additions to the genre have appeared over time.  
With their ability to hover and spin these quad 
line kites have allowed significant displays to be 
performed for the public.  Combined with the 
grid system (initiated by Felix Mottram) of flying 
large group of fliers can entertain the crowd 
without major issues.  A good example of this is 
the new record for 101 Revolution kites, flying 
in formation at Long Beach, Washington in Au-
gust 2019.  

But, strange though it may be, the other intro-
duction over the past 40 years has been the 
two line sports kite (as opposed to the two line 
stunt kite, like the Peter Powell).  These delta 
shaped kites first appeared on these shores in 
the late 1980s and were a fresh scene at the 
time.   
 
Competition flying was introduced around the 
same time (mainly through STACK) but one 
genre of flying these kites seems to have disap-
peared completely—innovation!  This is where 
the flier (they did tend to be individual fliers) 
used various props to perform their display—
musical instruments (Pete Dolphin and his ZZ-
top routine ending with a guitar solo) and dog 
stakes to fly next to the kite. 
 
We have had multiple kites flown by a single 
person appear over the years (think Carl from 
Team Spectrum and Ray Bethell).  The easiest 
is, of course, just two sports kites—one from 
each hand.  But add the third kite from the 
waist then it becomes more difficult.  There are 
a few fliers who manage four sports kites! 
 

Soft kites at Bintulu 2019.  Note the lack of framed kites. 
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Then we come to kite festivals.  It is unfortu-
nate that many have disappeared over the 
years—Old Warden, Bristol, Weymouth, Os-
tende to name a few.  There are some new 
ones that have come along—St Annes, Tewkes-
bury, Twentse, Bognor) but the main issue for 
all but Asia (or so it feels) is lack of funds and 
support or sponsorship.  This lack of funds obvi-
ously affects those that remain with budgets 
being reduced or, at least, not increased as 
costs increase.  Of course there are many 
events that do not rely on major support like 
this—the club organised events, many events in 
Holland and Germany, several in France and 
Italy.  All of these just need kitefliers to turn up 
and fly. 
 
Many of these newer kite events, particularly in 
Europe, are kite weekends where the kitefliers 
come along with their tent or camper vans to fly 
kites and socialise without any organised sched-
ule—just casual flying, think The Jolly Up!. 
 
Another big change is information being instant-
ly available through the Internet and printed 
magazines are getting fewer and fewer.  Sever-
al reasons for this—the Internet is one of them, 
as why print when you can put things on a web 
page.  Others include the cost of producing a 
paper magazine—set up, layout, printing, collat-
ing and folding, posting—all of which take time 
and money.   
 
Kite Fliers—one of the big changes is there has 
not been a lot of change!  The kitefliers from 

the late 1970s and early 1980s are the same 
kitefliers today.  Yes there have been new faces 
coming into the field to fly with any number of 
lines, but since 2000 the new faces are few and 
far between and the majority of these are multi 
line fliers.  There are likely to be many reasons 
for this—not least the other, easily obtained dis-
tractions of TV, Internet and games—but cost is 
also a factor with getting to an event, food and 
accommodation all adding up. 
 
The materials used today are also quite differ-
ent from those 40 years ago.  Whilst ripstop has 
been fairly ubiquitous through this period the 
type and quality has changed with far more 
choices available to reduce the weight of kites 
(driven by large inflatables from a kite perspec-
tive).  For stick kites, spars would have been 
wood in the past, then morphing through tubu-
lar fibreglass  to carbon fibre tube and rods.  
The availability of carbon tube most likely 
helped to speed the development of sports 
kites. 

More recently the easy availability of 3D print-
ing has led to fittings being custom created 
across all types of kites.  There could be signifi-
cant changes because of this technology.  Want 
a pacific fitting—print it off! 
 
Finally—although there are no doubt many 
more changes—night flying.  In the past it 
would have been battery powered, single col-
oured light dangling from the kite or line.  To-
day readily available, relatively cheap and pro-
grammable LED lights are the order of the day. 
 
What does the future hold for kite flying? 
 
Innovations in kite flying will continue to take 
advantage of technologies from other fields.  
Whilst there will still be kites for children—the 
buy, fly and dispose type—will these children 
turn into the kitefliers of the future?  Where 
they go to fly? Will the open spaces still exist? 
 
Ask us in 40 years! 
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From the Auctions 
Ebay—Palmer Cox Brownies Satin Glass Hand 
Painted Rose Bowl Flying Kite. 

Hand painted rosebowl with Palmer Cox brownie 
flying a kite. Painting has glossy finish. Painting 
appears to be cold painted. Vase is about 3 1/2 
inches tall, about 4 3/8 inches at widest. Has 
some light marks or scrapes, no chips or cracks, 
rough pontil scar.  
 
Buy it now—$250 plus $50 postage. 
 
Ebay—Vintage 4.5 X 3.5" Convex Glass Silhou-
ette Picture Pair Children Kite Garden 

While not absolutely perfect, the silhouettes 
listed are clean and in above average condition. 
They are from an estate collection and most are 
original matched pairs although some sets may 
have been assembled. All sets are vintage origi-
nals dating to the 40s or 50s era. The back-
grounds of some sets may look faded in spots 
but they are not, the fading effect is a reflection 
of ambient light on the surface of the convex 
glass.  
 
$20.00 plus $13.00 shipping 
 
 

Ebay—Teddy bear wooden money box in the 
shape of a house, painted traditional green. 

The Teddy bear is standing by the house and 
coins can be put in the slot under the roof.  
Measures 5.25in to the top of the kite and 5in 
wide. 
 
Price £20 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—William Gatewood peace kite 

William Gatewood’s art combines the iconogra-
phy of the east with a western painting ap-
proach. He was born in Utah but he lived most 
of his life in San Francisco. In the tradition of 
Whistler and Klimt he incorporated his art in 
application of paint, inks, gold leaf, metallic foils 
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and rice paper. Part of his vision was making 
his artwork available to the widest audience and 
consequently he really supported publication of 
his work in poster format. He was born 1943 
and passed away already in 1994 due to com-
plications resulting from the AIDS virus.  
 
Priced at £30 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—Cufflinks Kelantan Kite  

These are from Malaysian Airlines.  The infor-
mation on the back of the box says: 
 
Our Kelantan Kite Symbol. 
For a thousand years the Kelantan kite has 
been a spectacular expression of the Malaysian 
matery of controlled flight.  Even today you can 
see these giant kites in action over the East 
coast of peninsular Malaysia.  Therefore it was 
natural that we adopted the clean simple lines 
of the Kelantan kite as the symbol of Malaysia’s 
national airline.   
 
Price £5.00 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—Kite - Sam de Vinci's DEUCE X MACHINE 

Made by Cochranes of Oxford. Kite, brand new, 
never flown, in original packaging  
 
Price £13.99 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—Trump White House Easter Egg Roll Post-
er, USA Flag, Bunny Kite. 

Auction is for the President Donald Trump and 
First Lady Melenia elegant White House Easter 
commemorative 18” x 22” poster. 
 
Issued in 2018, excellent artwork on quality pa-
per.  Fun design shows South Lawn of the White 
House with the USA flag, rabbits, bunnies, a 
Kite and red tulips. 
 
Price $13.99 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—Jim D'Onofrio 2005 "Boston Bull Terrier 
and Kite" compound glass paperweight 
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A black dog, with white markings, runs through 
a grassy field, below a white kite, which flies 
across a blue sky, dotted with wispy white 
clouds. Signed/dated. Diameter 3 3/8".  
 
Priced at $925 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—2 Enamel Badges—The Kite Society of 
Great Britain. 

Did not sell at £8.00 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—Wales International Kite Festival Brass 
Badge 

3.5” x 2.5”.  Priced at £2.99 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—2014 ½ oz 50C Year of the Horse – 
Horse with Kite (Mintage 500) Silver Proof 

 
This Perth Mint offering 
has a mintage of only 
500 individual coins (rest 
of coins in sets only).  
The reverse depicts a 
coloured horse trotting 
and flying of a red kite 
marked with FU the Chi-
nese character for pros-
perity. 

 
This is sold out at the mint and there are none 
listed on EBAY right now.  You will receive the 
Box, Presentation Case and COA.  

Would make a nice child's birthday present. 
 
Priced at $64 plus postage. 
 
Ebay—2 Superb Pair Antique Chinese Embroi-
dered Silk Robe Remnants “KITE FLYERS" 

 
From an Interior Designer/Importer’s Personal 
Collection offering these Rare, High Quality, An-
tique Embroidered Silk Remnants.   
 
Robe Fragments of Exceptional Quality & Con-
siderable Age. Especially noteworthy for their 
lovely selection of colours; richly vibrant Silk 
Threads of purple, blues, jade green, and pearl-
white on rich, Tomato Red Silk Background.   
Finest of Hand-work Stitches, include accents of  
Gold Gilt Metallic Thread.  Rough-cut and sal-
vaged from an antique Ceremonial Robe. Per-
manently mounted on stiff protective Crinoline 
Backings. 
 
Both are roughly 4.5” by 4”.   
 
Price $225 the pair. 

 
Ebay—Japanese Paint-
ing Hanging Scroll.  Kite 
flying 
 
Description: 
Title: Kite flying 
Signature(Seal): Un-
known 
Size: 178.5cm x 40cm 
Painting Size: 121cm x 
29.5cm 
Origin: Japan 
Technique: Hand paint-
ed on paper 
Roller ends: Resin 
 
Priced at £144.90 plus 
postage from Japan. 
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Ebay—Antique Japanese Gohun Gosho Doll Fly-
ing a Kite 7" Edo Period 

Priced at £$1450 with free shipping. 
 
From Vernon Morning Star 

Local artist sets lofty sights at kite-flying rec-
ord.   
 
Vernon artist Adel Karame may not be as physi-
cally sound as he used to be, but his aspirations 
are sky high. 
 
After a serious car accident about a year ago 
left him in near shambles, Karame returned to 
his childhood hobby of kite flying as a way to 
rehab his injuries. Now, he wants to set the 
world record for the highest homemade kite 
flown. 
 
“I’ve been building kites since I was seven 
years old. It’s in my blood and my culture,” 
says Karame, who was born in Lebanon but has 
lived in Canada for the past 45 years.  In recent 
months Karame has been flying homemade 
kites at the Kalamalka Lookout and the DND 

soccer fields in Vernon and has reached a 
height of around 5,000 feet. He’ll need a bit 
more height than that to top the Guinness 
World Record of 16,009 feet, set by Robert 
Moore in Australia in 2014 – but Karame says 
he won’t quit until the record is his. 
 
Karame has built enough kites to fly five of 
them when he attempts to break the world rec-
ord. All he needs now is a plot of land big 
enough to make the attempt. 
 
Rob McMillan, a physiotherapist began teaching 
Karame some home exercises to help with the 
limitations he was facing, and says the exercis-
es he described triggered something in 
Karame’s memory. 
 
“Some of the exercises that I gave him remind-
ed him of looking up and pulling on a string” 
McMillan explains. From there, the idea to fly 
kites as a way of rehabilitating himself was 
planted, and Karame went to work building 
kites for the purpose. Not long after he started 
flying, the results started showing. 
 
“Kite flying works your balance, it works the 
range of motion of your neck. It’s concentration 
(as far as concussions go), and a lot of arm and 
back work pulling in a few thousand feet of 
rope,” said McMillan.  Suffice to say, kite-flying 
isn’t a common prescription in clinical rehab 
practices. 
 
“It’s been unique, that’s for sure,” McMillan 
laughed. “He comes alive when he’s got the kite 
going.” 
 
From CBR.com 
Kite Man Begins: The Best Worst Batman Vil-
lain, Ever 

Is there a more disappointing form of entertain-
ment than a kite? We're not here to hate on 
kite enthusiasts, but kites have a disappointing 
yield when it comes to fun factor. Much like the 
board game Mouse Trap and homemade fire-
works, kites typically fail more often than they 
entertain, relying on windy weather to work 
properly, if only momentarily. In fact, we 
can't think of an aircraft that crashes more of-
ten than it flies. 
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Enter Kite Man, a classic Batman villain rocking 
one of the least-intimidating of motifs. Techni-
cally, "Hang Glider Guy" would be a more accu-
rate moniker, as that's Kite Man's complete 
power set: being able to fly kites and/or hang 
gliders kinda well. We're not being hyperbolic 
when we say there will never be a blockbuster 
film based on Kite Man. However, there abso-
lutely should be. Kites may suck, but Kite Man 
rules. Suspend your disbelief for a moment as 
we chronicle the rise and fall of Kite Man, the 
best worst villain, ever. 
 
Created by Bill Finger and Dick Sprang, Kite-
Man [sic] first dropped into our hearts in 1960's 
Batman #133. Despite the narrator describing 
kites as a "harmless sport," Kite-Man proves the 
contrary, employing them to drop tear-gas 
bombs at a penthouse party. Propelled by a jet-
powered kite, the flying felon swoops in to 
snatch a priceless ruby, and laughs in Batman's 
face before popping him in the mouth.  
 
After having been thoroughly flexed upon, Bat-
man stakes out a kite-judging contest, believing 
it to be irresistible to Kite-Man. Instead, Kite-
Man glides a colossal kite into a prison yard, 
and breaks out Big Bill Collins in broad daylight.  
 
Batman boards the getaway kite, and engages 
in fisticuffs with Big Bill. Overlooking the skir-
mish, Kite-Man thinks, "Only one way to stop 
him now -- with a kite!" Kite-Man then throws a 
standard-issue kite at the Caped Crusader, who 
responds with a well-justified "What...?!" 
 
It's a plan too stupid to work, yet it does! With 
Batman distracted by the kite, Big Bill knocks 
out the costumed vigilante All of the years 
spent training with assassins, fighting the Joker 
and planning for every possible outcome and 
not once has anyone, not even Batman himself, 
ever contemplated throwing a kite at Batman. 
 
Kite Man Returns 

Kite-Man returns in 1975's Batman #315, going 
straight-up World War II on Gotham by releas-
ing kites to drop nerve gas on a bank rooftop, 
pulling off the then-largest heist in Gotham's 
history. 

Going kite-à-kite with Kite-Man, Batman unveils 
the Bat-Glider. Outmatched by his airborne 
nemesis, Batman kamikazes the Bat-Glider into 
Kite-Man, causing them both to plummet. For-
tunately, Batman had packed a Bat-parachute, 
as this was before Batman had integrated a col-
lapsable Bat-Glider into the Bat-cape. An in-
stantly deployable hang glider weaved into a 
uniform? Gee, we wonder where Batman got 
that idea? 
 
From that point on, the original Kite-Man is a 
joke. Seriously, Joker jokes that Deathstroke 
threw Kite-Man, sans kite, off of Wayne Tower 
in 2006's Infinite Crisis #3. Apparently Kite-Man 
survived this exposition-based demise, only to 
be cannibalized by Bruno Mannheim in 52 #25 -
- an ending ill-fitting of the man who stopped 
Batman with a kite.  
 
The modern-day Kite Man [sic] from Batman: 
Rebirth, by Tom King and Mikel Janin, is a run-
ning joke. Providing a much-needed laugh be-
tween major arcs, Kite Man will commit a high-
altitude crime only to be promptly foiled within 
the same page, oftentimes while only saying 
"Kite Man," punctuated by, "Hell yeah."  
 
He may be a joke, but Kite Man is the best joke, 
proving to be the most impressive among Bat-
man's trash villains, coming up against the likes 
of Zebra Man, Film Freak and Cavalier. In retro-
spect, Kite Man is being set up for months in 
advance to serve as the ultimate punchline.  
 
RHS Flower Show Tatton Park 
Let’s Go Fly a Kite! 

Let’s Go Fly A Kite! celebrates the Children To-
day Charitable Trust’s 25th anniversary. The 
charity raises funds to provide specialist equip-
ment for children with disabilities. 
 
Hope and possibility is a key theme and is rep-
resented with gabions filled with equipment 
parts and outdoor play items, alongside a plant-
ing scheme made up of symbolic plants. Borago 
officinalis represents courage, Leucanthemum 
shows patience, Foeniculum strength while 
Campanula and Delphinum depict gratitude and 
joy. 

Bits & Pieces 

The Kiteflier, Issue Page 23 



The Children Today’s brand colours and kite 
motif are featured in the design and when 
viewed from above the garden reveals a child 
enjoying the space. 
 
Seen on Etsy 
Vintage Montre Pinup Girl Kite "Keep Em Flying" 
Gil Elvgren Unisex Ladies/Men Leather Watch 
Retro Art Fashion Glamour Beauty Engravable 
Band  

Priced at $16.00 at the moment—normally $40. 
 
Also on Etsy 
Kite Diamond 
Necklace 
 
Diamond neck-
lace Pendants 
set with Kite Di-
amond Necklace 
14K Gold Natu-
ral Diamonds 
Modern style 
unique Dia-
monds necklace 
for women and 
girls Diamonds 
0.18cts. 
 
Each diamond is 
beautifully set 
for an eye-
catching style. 
 
Diamond Con-
tains Colour DEF 
and clarity VVS.  
 
Price $551 with 
free delivery. 
 
 

 
World Air Sports Federation 
FAI celebrates 120th anniversary of the Wright 
brothers' first biplane kite taking flight. 

It’s 120 years since famous aviation pioneers 
Wilbur and Orville Wright flew the first ever 
Wright aircraft – a biplane kite equipped with 
aeronautical controls with which the opera-
tor could twist or "warp" the wings. 
 
Tested for the first time by Wilbur Wright in Au-
gust 1899, the kite had a fixed horizontal rear 
stabiliser, wings that could be moved forward or 
backward to change the centre of gravity, and 
cords that allowed the wings to be “warped” for 
lateral stability. 
 
It was a big stepping-stone on the way towards 
the brothers building their first full-size glider in 
1900. 

The biplane kite the Wright brothers flew in 
1899 was controlled from the ground via four 
lines attached to the upper and lower wing sur-
faces.  Using these lines, Wilbur was able to 
warp the wings of the kite and cause it to roll to 
one side – proving the brothers were on the 
right track when it came to lateral stability and 
flight control. 
 
As Orville Wright wrote to his sister Katherine in 
1900: “When it begins to get too high we give it 
a pretty strong pull on the ducking string, to 
which it responds by making a terrific dart for 
the ground. If nothing is broken we start it up 
again. This is all practice in the control of the 
machine.” 
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New Design Competes for Title of World's 
Greenest Superyacht 
Engineers from MAN, Braemar Technical Ser-
vices and four other maritime firms 
have produced a novel concept for a zero-
emissions superyacht, deploying an all-of-the-
above selection of green technology. 
 
The concept vessel draws on all forms of renew-
able maritime power and incorporates use of 
wind, solar, hydro and thermal energy. Its DC 
electric bus is fed by multiple power sources - 
hydrogen fuel cells, solar panels, lithium ion 
battery banks, wind turbines and a thermal re-
covery system - and can accommodate other 
inputs as well as technology evolves.  

As well as using liquid hydrogen for further 
range and energy efficiency, the design incorpo-
rates a bow-mounted SkySail towing kite. The 
SkySail has an automatic steering system to 
keep it aligned and oriented properly, and can 
run in wind conditions between Beaufort 3-8. 
With the right wind and the right course, it can 
reduce fuel consumption between 10 and 35 
percent.  
 
A Kite for Moon, Jane Yolen, Heidi E.Y. 
Stemple, Matt Phelan 
Dedicated to astronaut Neil Armstrong, A Kite 
for Moon is the perfect children's book to help 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the first Unit-
ed States moon landing. What would it be like if 
the moon was your friend?  
 
Find out as you walk alongside a little boy who 
journeys through life to achieve his dream of 
becoming an astronaut. And then blast off with 
your little one as you zoom to the moon togeth-
er! The story begins when a little boy, who is 
flying his kite, notices a sad Moon. He sends up 
kites to her, writing notes promising he will 
come see her someday.  
 
This promise propels him through years of stud-
ying, learning, and training to become an astro-
naut. Until ... he finally goes up, up, up in a big 
rocket ship with a fiery tail!  
 
A Kite for Moon, written by New York Times 
bestselling author of How Do Dinosaurs Say 

Goodnight? Jane Yolen and her daughter, Heidi 
Stemple, is a heartfelt story about a young 
boy's fascination and unlikely friendship with 
the moon. A Kite for Moon: Features over 20 
gorgeous illustrations by award-winning artist 
Matt Phelan Contains a beautiful presentation 
page, making this book ideal for gift giving Is 
the perfect storybook for children ages 4 to 8 
Celebrates every child's fascination with space 
Features a gorgeous cover that sparkles and 
shines with gloss and foil  
 
Available from Amazon priced £9.35 
 
Seen on Hackerday 
Automatic Rewinder makes kite retrieval a 
breeze. 

So you’ve built a fine kite, taken it to the beach, 
and let it ride the wind aloft on a spool of line. 
Eventually it has to come down, and the pro-
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cess of reeling all that line that was so easily 
paid out is likely a bigger chore than you care 
to face. What to do? 
 
If you’re like Matt Bilsky, the answer is simple: 
build a motorized kite reel to bring it back in 
painlessly. Of course what’s simple in concep-
tion is often difficult to execute, and as the sec-
ond video below shows, Matt went through an 
extensive design and prototype phase before 
starting to create parts.  
 
Basic questions had to be answered, such as 
how much torque would be needed to reel in 
the kite, and what were the dimensions of a 
standard kite string reel. With that information 
and a cardboard prototype in hand, the guts of 
a cordless drill joined a bunch of 3D-printed 
parts to form the running gear. We really liked 
the research that went into the self-reversing 
screw used to evenly wind the string across the 
spool; who knew that someone could do a doc-
toral dissertation on yarn-winding?  
 
With some extra power left from the original 
drill battery, Matt feature-crept a bit with the 
USB charger port and voltmeter, but who can 
blame him? Personally, we’d have included a 
counter to keep track of how much line is fed 
out; something like this printer filament counter 
might work, as long as you can keep the sand 
out of it. 
 
From East Bay Times 
An East Bay wedding worthy of two kite lovers 

 
Before a typical wed-
ding, you’ll find the 
groom huddling with 
his best man, making 
sure his tux looks 
good, or perhaps wel-
coming guests or just 
waiting anxiously for 
things to get going. 
 
Thirty minutes before 
his own nuptials Sun-
day, Tony Jetland was 
getting some of his 
big kites into the air, 
pulling lines, barking 
commands to his 
“team” of kite-flying 
friends, contending 

with strong winds. 
 
“Do me a favor – roll it like a cigarette,” he 
said, referring to a kite on the ground. “Pull the 
rope, hand over hand – pull — PULL!” he shout-
ed in an effort to get another one airborne. 
 
One of those kites was a pink pig, perhaps 10 
to 12 feet long, with white angel wings. 

“Twenty years ago I made a smartass comment 
about getting married when pigs fly,” Jetland 
said. “Well, here we are …”  In the manner typi-
cal of a man his now-wife and several friends 
described as non-traditional, Jetland – known to 
many as “The Kite Man of Martinez” – and Lor-
rie Kalos were married just as they had 
planned, under their two large dragon kites as 
they flew above the green near the Martinez 
Marina. 
 
It was a very public wedding, with the couple 
issuing a general invitation on “Martinez Rants 
and Raves,” a Facebook page popular in that 
city. About 200 family, friends and Facebook 
ravers turned out for Sunday’s 
ceremonies, officiated by Martinez Mayor Rob 
Schroder, his first time performing a wedding. 
 
Why did he do it?  “Because I was asked,” he 
said. “And because he’s done so much for our 
city.” 
 
Indeed, Jetland’s kites have become a beloved 
site at the marina, which is within Radke Mar-
tinez Regional Shoreline Park. He generally flies 
the kites once or twice a month there, and 
many other places in his capacity 
as a “global ambassador” with Seattle-based 
Prism Kite Technology. He travels the region 
and the world flying company kites; two places 
he’s been recently are Portsmouth, England and 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 
 
A Minnesota native, the 58-year-old Jetland – a 
contractor by trade – has lived in Martinez for 
about 20 years, and flying kites all of that time 
at the marina. About five years ago, he said, he 
started flying double-line sports kites, capable 
of being maneuvered and guided in sometimes 
dramatic ways. 
 
It was on a kite-flying Saturday at the marina – 
Aug. 25, 2018 – he met Lorrie Kalos.  “He intro-
duced me to kite flying,” said Kalos, also 58, an 
assistant chief with the San Francisco Fire De-
partment. The pair sat on a bench at the marina 
for hours that day talking, Jetland said. Eventu-
ally, Kalos proposed to Jetland, and he said yes. 
Their wedding was originally going to be a more 
private affair, Kalos said, but that changed one 
day when Jetland floated a different idea: ‘Let’s 
get married under the shadow of the dragons,’ ” 
he said, a reference to two large kites he some-
times flies at the marina. 
 
“All I wanted was cake,” Kalos said, chuckling. 
And so it was, shortly after 3 p.m. Sunday – 
one day and one hour after they first met – that 
Jetland and Kalos exchanged vows underneath 
the two large dragon kites, and near several 
other ones. Jetland wore a tuxedo featuring 
black shorts, complimented by a baseball cap; 
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Kalos wore a more traditional short wedding 
dress. And there was cake under a nearby tent. 
Wedding guests treasured the unusual nature of 
Sunday’s open-air ceremony. Said Dani Mar-
tinez-Thomas of Martinez, “It’s a passion 
(Jetland) wants to share on his wedding day. I’d 
say they both love to light up peoples’ lives.” 
 
As for the kites, “It’s close to home for him, and 
it’s perfect,” said Dave Covell of San Lorenzo, a 
one-time neighbor of Jetland. “Tony’s not a tra-
ditional guy, and he stays close to what he 
loves.” 
 
From CBC.com 
Move the earth, move your mind at the 
Bonavista Biennale 
 
Amongst a number of events and activities the 
following also occurred. 
 
Rocks were also the focal point of a kite-making 
workshop in Port Union that was held on Thurs-
day. Participants took impressions of boulders 
on paper, and then attached the would-be boul-
ders to a kite to fly through the sky. 
 
Meghan Price, who led the workshop alongside 
painter Suzanne Nacha, said the event invited 
people to think about the idea that rocks are 
always moving. 
 
Price has her own art on display in Port Union 
as part of the Biennale, an exhibit of paper in 
the shape of boulders.   
 
Just like the kites, these boulders move quite a 
bit faster than a regular boulder would, using 
lightweight and ephemeral ideas to challenge 
our impression of rocks as solid and unchang-
ing, she said. 
 
Walt Disney Animation Studios 
They announced their second VR short, "a kite’s 
tale," which made its world debut at SIGGRAPH 
2019! This experimental short film, directed by 
Bruce Wright, combines hand-drawn animation 
and the latest VR technology to tell a whimsical 
tale of two kites.  

Lightsail 2 releases solar-powered 'space 
kite' that will surf the stars 

 
The planetary society’s lightsail 2 satellite has 
successfully unfurled its solar sail and begun 
surfing through space. the ‘space kite’, as we 
like to call it, was deployed by a space craft the 
size of a loaf of bread and will harness the pow-
er of the sun as it soars through the stars.  
 
The lightsail 2 solar sail is the planetary socie-
ty‘s attempt to demonstrate that solar surfing is 
a viable propulsion technique for spacecraft. if 
all goes to plan, the solar sail will remain in or-
bit around earth and gradually increase its alti-
tude thanks to pressure from solar radiation on 
the sail. the plan is to have lightsail 2 orbit the 
earth for a year, before reigning it in again to 
burn up in the atmosphere.  
 
The solar-sail concept is not entirely new and 
goes back almost a century, according to the 
japan aerospace exploration agency, which sim-
ilarly launched its ikaros toward venus in 2010. 
the planetary society has been working with this 
method for several decades. if it can successful-
ly demonstrate solar sailing as a propulsion 
technique, lightsail 2 could prove the viability of 
using photons to propel other versions of this 
technology deep into the solar system.  
 
Apple previews new emoji ahead of World 
Emoji Day 
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Perfect Weather for Kiteflying?  
 
Well, that was the perception of the first person 
I spoke to having arrived back home, little did 
they realise. Initially the forecast for the Satur-
day was atrocious, while the Sunday looked al-
most perfect, but as the week progressed, so 
did the strength of the wind both days. 0ver 
50mph on Saturday and 20+ mph for Sunday.  
 
All round the country, events were being called 
off and after a great deal of negotiation with the 
council, it was agreed that the kite festival 
would go ahead in a much-modified form. There 
would be no tents of any sort, no traders and 
no flying programme on the Saturday—who 
would be a festival organiser? As the brochure 
said in bold type ‘of course all events are sub-
ject to the weather conditions’. All this was go-
ing on in the background and via facetube as 
we travelled down, more in hope than expecta-
tion it has to be said. Heavy rain at times last 
year, wind this, ideal for the ‘staycation’.  
 
Most of the invited flyers were spread variously 
about on Friday evening, sampling the culinary 
delights of Southsea and Portsmouth, but those 
that left it a bit later returned to Rees Hall very 
wet and cold after a sudden downpour. You 
would think from their comments that bad 
weather is exclusively an English phenomenon? 
There was already news of a number of flyers 
that had opted out and a message that the 
briefing would take place in Rees hall the fol-
lowing morning. Having rooms at the windward 
side made us all too aware of the strength of 
the wind and a period of extra strong gusts 
even woke us up, such was their force. 
 
Breakfast was something of a confused affair as 
the catering manager had neglected to inform 
his staff of the kite flyers in residence, so she 
and her helper were geared up to provide food 
for twenty one guests, not the eighty plus that 
turned up. Unlike some, we were unwilling to 
subsidise the council with another twelve 
pounds for parking so trekked over to the flyers 
car park where we could fully appreciate the 
true force of the wind. Really enjoyed the 
‘Cleethorpes style’ security man who stopped us 
as our car pass was not sufficient, so he had to 
check our car against his list. Considering the 
low number of cars parked all weekend this did 
amuse us somewhat.  The site did look odd with 
just the food concession stalls and the security 
truck although by dint of sighting them hard up 
against a full size rubbish skip, there were a 
row of portaloos that were not in imminent dan-
ger. Not so the water standpipe that had suc-
cumbed to a flying barrier and run freely for 
several hours flooding a portion of the site. 
 
Back to Rees Hall for the briefing and a some-
what cosy experience as we all gathered in the 

TV lounge. Jon started off by welcoming and 
thanking everyone that had turned up and then 
set about introducing everyone before getting 
to the business of the day. There would be no 
arenas although the anchors were in place and 
no formal flying, but people were welcome to 
‘have a go’, especially as a TV crew were arriv-
ing to film a segment on women kite makers 
and flyers. Jon suggested that those that chose 
not to fly could enjoy some of the attractions in 
the town and explained that the evening meal 
and auction would be in the downstairs dining 
hall, once the resident summer school students 
had left. He also promised, probably with 
tongue firmly in his cheek, that Sunday would 
be absolutely perfect on all counts, mmm.  
 
If anyone was in doubt about the wind, the con-
trol wagon was being seriously buffeted and 
even walking against the wind was difficult at 
times. It was possible to fly and some tried, but 
after a couple of incidents early on, whether it 
was wise too was a different question. The wind 
did provide one amusing (embarrassing) scene 
as a young lady wearing a leather coat dress 
turned the corner by Rees Hall and was hit by a 
gust that ripped the entire coat open, leaving 
her in nothing but her bra and pants. Wrestling 
herself back to a degree of decency took some 
doing and involved a great deal of mirth from 
her three friends. We discovered that the ‘rain’ 
was actually spray from the waves hitting the 
sea wall and falling vertically some considerable 
distance downwind. The pubs and tourist attrac-
tions had their combined incomes augmented 
somewhat as flyers found various alternative 
activities to pass the day, which, apart from the 
wind, was quite warm and pleasant. We did see 
that one piece of Portsmouth festival history 
and lore was no more as Burrell House had van-
ished to be replaced by a much larger and 
hopefully somewhat better appointed establish-
ment by the same name. What stories the old 
place could tell of festivals from days gone by? 
 
Pizzas, salads, sticky buns and donuts were on 
the menu for the evening and with the non-
arrivals, more than enough for everyone, plus 
seconds and thirds for some. A quick bout of 
clearing up and it was ready for the auction 
with George very much in his normal guise as 
master of ceremonies. It has to be said that it 
was hard work for him and his helpers as the 
world of festival auctions has changed consider-
ably of late and he even had to resort to a 
‘Dutch auction’ at times. Tee shirts and pins 
that would have made huge amounts at one 
stage were at almost give-away prices, just a 
couple of quid for the shirts. Sports kites were 
almost reduced to being ‘given away’ as George 
struggled to get any bids at all. It is always em-
barrassing to see good items donated by mak-
ers and flyers that fail to get any serious bids 
and only a handful of lots made good money, 
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but then it all helps. Come eleven o’clock and it 
was all over but the wind was still whistling, fin-
gers crossed for the following day. 
 
The portents were good as the kitchen staff 
were well on top of the job with plenty of food 
on tap for flyers and another large party of 
guests that had arrived. Pilots and kites were 
already in the sky giving us all a degree of en-
couragement that Jon might have been right in 
his earlier assessment of the day’s prospects. 
The vast majority of the casual flyers did not 
make an appearance so that an area of the dis-
play arena was set aside for the guests with 
smaller kites. The wind was still pretty boister-
ous yet it was remarkable the range of kites 
that were being flown. Frances Anderson had 
one of her diminutive paper and bamboo crea-
tions flying happily with several long woollen 
tails. Lynn had dug out a blast from the past in 
the shape of a facet built by Mark Coventry 
back in 1996. Now there is a name that brings 
back memories, wonder what became of him? 
 
 Over in the inflatable arena there was a selec-
tion of exotic animal including a very lifelike 
Cheetah, or was it a Jaguar? A fun piece was a 
very large strawberry that flew the correct way 
up, a clever design and method of inflation. 

The PA man had been dubious as to whether he 
could put up his speakers, so George Webster 
was happy to see the set up waiting for him, 
but there were reliability issues throughout the 
day that led to some interesting interludes, not 
least the altitude sprint.  Strong winds and alti-
tude sprint kites are not necessarily a good 
combination so twenty seconds was allowed, 
except no one could hear either the start or the 
end, so one competitor was still letting out line 
enthusiastically well after ‘time’ was called. Not 
able to hear who won either so that remains 
something of a mystery. The PA problems also 
caused problems for Lex and Irma as the music 
was intermittent throughout their routine. Luck-
ily they are so well drilled that they flew seam-

lessly with TC indicating to the crowd when they 
had finished. As in previous years there was a 
sizeable crowd watching the flying or enjoying 
the hospitality of the concession stalls. The 
overflow car park on the common had an im-
pressive number of cars even if the flyers ver-
sion was one short row instead of the three or 
four more normally seen. 
 
Art kites might not seem most suited to the 
conditions yet there were a whole range in the 
air from David Ellison’s huge ‘dazzle’ kite to tiny 
Della Portas. David’s latest creation follows the 
same pattern as his better known black and 
white (or white and black) rectangular kites 
with the very long parallel, sparred tails, but 
this time in a variety of colours based on trian-
gular sections in a black grid. The motifs re-
minded me very much of the Jorgen Moeller 
Hansen Revs that David flew in his past incar-
nation.  
 
At the other end of the size spectrum was a 
small Della Porta by Robert Brassington with a 
printed, sepia image based on Aboriginal art. 
Jackie Penney flew a number of this style of kite 
during the day, all tamed by winding the bridles 
down as far as they would realistically go.  
 
The Michel Gressier Dagues will handle almost 
any amount of wind and can always be relied on 
in these conditions, although the larger of the 
two does not have adjustable bridles so was a 
bit of a handful. Another blast from the past 
was one of the late Scott Spencer’s facets. He 
and Betty Hirschman were guests at Ports-
mouth many years ago and the material Scott 
used still has wonderful colour density.  Michael 
Goddard had built a number of ‘shield’ kites 
specifically for these conditions that he an-
chored with small sandbags whist Fran was fly-
ing a selection of her ‘garden flowers’ with their 
long organza tails. 
 
It was the bit where George asked us to wind 
down our kites that had the blood pumping, as 
some of them weren’t half pulling. The hoary 
old saying of ‘never the wrong wind, only the 
wrong kites’ was put into perspective with the 
Revolution displays where they have skins and 
frames for almost anything. The ‘Dunstable Old 
Gents’ flew an almost traditional pairs routine to 
Albatross with the kites moving slowly in time 

Portsmouth 2019—Hugh Blowers, Pictures—Lyn Blowers 

The Kiteflier, Issue Page 29 



with the music leading into the Decorators first 
display. The grid fly requires every flyer to have 
absolute control and the ability to hold position, 
turn and move in any direction (and follow calls 
and instructions) and no team demonstrates 
this level of control better in their routines than 
the Decorators. Revolution team flying has 
changed enormously in the last few years so it 
was a pleasure to see them introducing a much 
more dynamic style into their display.  
 
The crowd and many of the watching flyers 
were mesmerised by the shapes movements 
and rotations that they were achieving, incredi-
ble control in such conditions. When augmented 
by the Old Gents, Ian and Helen the combined 
Revolutions produced a truly memorable ses-
sion of flying with contra rotating circles, rotat-
ing spokes and more including in the afternoon 
session a completely mind boggling nine kite 
‘razzle dazzle’. There must have been some or-
der to it as everyone started and finished in the 
right place and there were no collisions.  Turn-
ing the grid is now an established move yet it 
still looks spectacular, as it requires incredible 
control as the grid rotates, wonderful to watch. 
 
Tom Greenfield is specialising in flying Rev 
stacks yet he seemed to be a tad over ambi-
tious with the number he was hitching on, 
something he realised very quickly. With the 
stack halved in number it was still requiring all 
his strength and body weight to control them as 
his foray into the arena proved. Laid back, but 
not in relaxation mode he was limited in what 
he could do without skating across the grass yet 
it was a testament to his lines and frames that 
everything survived. Most kites must have been 
at the very top of their wind range, if not be-
yond at times? 

Some arena items at festivals struggle if there 
are not enough kites that match the theme of 

the slot, or not enough flyers prepared to par-
ticipate and with the conditions there had to be 
regular re-shuffles throughout the day. A 
sparred stilt walker and clown, a larger inflata-
ble clown and an inflated, psychedelic elephants 
head from Belgium represented the flying cir-
cus, but the greatest disappointment, consider-
ing the amount of preparation that had gone 
into it, was the cancellation of ‘the blaze of 
dragons’. Rolf Zimmerman had gathered to-
gether ten of these wonderful and superbly de-
signed mythical creatures, a process he started 
organising in April and all for nought, although 
a couple did fly for much of the day. Just hope 
that it can go ahead somewhere, sometime, it 
would be spectacular.  

The range of inflatable shapes that builders can 
get to fly or hang off lines continues to grow, 
with almost an entire zoo, Russian dolls, toad-
stools, cartoon characters, flowers and more. It 
gets very much thinner though when it comes 
to sports kite teams, which used to be a staple 
of any festival so Carl and Brian Wright are al-
ways a welcome attraction, this time with the 
newest team member, Alexander, although he 
was not quite steady enough on his feet yet to 
handle the wind. 
 
After the soakings we got last year we intro-
duced a degree of cunning in only bringing on 
to the field what we wanted to fly or needed for 
the next arena slot. Jon had promised a fine 
and sunny day, but then of course, as ‘Truly of 
the Yard’ used to say,  he might have not been 
telling the truth? Sunny it was, so out of the 
bag came the Steve Brockett Merlin, large 
quantities of polyester cotton, including com-
plex tails, so definitely one not to get wet.  
 
Mmm, black clouds approaching and for the 
second year running, we got drenched in a 
short, sharp shower. With the wind that was 
blowing, the rain was almost horizontal, so a 
van, Peter Lynn car and even an Edo was 
enough to keep the rain off, except we didn’t 
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have any of these. The crowd rushed for any 
sort of shelter, apart from one stalwart couple 
in their chairs by the arena, who wrapped a 
plastic sheet around them and stuck it out. Jon 
maintained that the rain was not evident on any 
of his forecasts, but my trousers told a different 
story (again). After a few minutes, it all passed 
and the sun came out again, just a soggy us 
and an equally soggy Merlin to dry out. Magical-
ly, the crowd all reappeared, as did George so it 
was on with the programme and a new element 
that had the prospects of a very interesting and 
exciting range of kites. 
 
Unfortunately, the celebration of female kite 
makers and flyers fell somewhat short of expec-
tation as there were plenty of ladies flying, but 
very few female builders represented. Gill 
Bloom had a lovely, almost monochrome image 
with extra tails to keep it under control while 
Jackie Penney had one of Jeltje Baas’ painted 
Della Portas flying well, not a cow this time but 
a lovely dragon image.  A bagful of Jilly Pelham 
designs remained just that, including two of her 
butterflies in order to preserve them. Sarah had 
a Sky Bums corset and there were a couple of 
Helen Howes’ kites making up the numbers.  
 
It would have been nice to see a more repre-
sentative selection of kites as there are far 
more female designers and builders than is 
probably realised and their combined output 
must run to many thousands of examples. Gill 
was able to keep her kite in the air for the now 
traditional ‘black and white’ show, which was 
possibly one of the more numerically successful 
of the day. David Ellison had co-opted willing, 
volunteer flyers for his ‘signature’ kites while 
Michael Goddard relied on sandbags for his high 
wind kites that also happen to be in combina-
tions of black and white. 
 
Somehow we missed lunch completely as the 
programme was being compressed with the 
cancelled slots so it was a quick cuppa and a 
chat with Felix before he was summoned for the 
second helping of Revs. The Decorators had a 
very close relationship with Jurgen Moeller Han-
sen until his untimely death and since then 
have been custodians of the impressive parafoil, 
but now they have taken on much of the re-
maining collection so we look forward to seeing 
some of these at future events. The team have 
also been fortunate enough to obtain some of 
the late Peter Malinski’s fabulous pieces. There 
is no doubt that there are now large numbers of 
very important and iconic kites in this country 
and it would be lovely to see a selection of 
these flown again. Perhaps a session could be 
set aside at Portsmouth next year purely for 
kites of this nature, weather not withstanding? 
Might need a bit of prodding though and some 
personal contact, the kites are out there.  
 

Goodness, was it art kites again, but was it just 
imagination or was the wind a touch more gen-
tle? Well, sufficiently that the Steve Brockett 
‘Merlin’, now dried out, was quite happy alt-
hough his ears were swept back somewhat. An-
other name from the past on show was Fritz 
Jansma who was a prolific maker back in the 
90s with his rainbow panels and ever longer 
black and rainbow ‘sperms. If the spine contin-
ues to the bottom of the kite, then it is hardly a 
tail but some of the spines were over eighteen 
feet long. There was also a painted Rok of his 
that still looks vibrant after all these years. Ca-
pelli, George Peters and more from Michael and 
Fran Goddard as well as another superb crea-
tion for Karin and Roger Stevens.  

Unfortunately they were up wind of us so we 
could not see the full effect of the kite with its 
panelled tail of appliqué and organza like mate-
rial. Karin and Roger from Belgium produce a 
large number of kites with very complex and 
intricately sewn graphics so it was a pity that 
we could not see more of their superb work on 
the day. Very few ‘serpents’ around this time so 
the usual mass launch became a more general 
‘kites with flowing tails’. Tails are a lovely addi-
tion to a kite, either for aesthetic reasons or a 
more practical need for stability, but oh, rolling 
them neatly is always a bind. 
 
Just as we were considering nipping of for a bite 
to eat, David Ellison said that we were needed 
for the next item, which was probably the most 
appreciated and enjoyable of the entire day? 
David had a whole bagful of Chinese deltas and 
he tasked us with taking five each and giving to 
members of the public to fly, and particularly 
children. First time we have been involved with 

Roger and Karin Stevens Kite 
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this and a bit dubious, given the wind and the 
very thin flying line on issue. These are amazing 
kites though as they flew well, pulled like crazy 
and had even the smallest children hanging on 
for dear life. That they kept hanging on to the 
handles was a testament to their stamina and 
obvious sense of enjoyment. Some of the kids 
did not get a look in though as dads and mums 
were enjoying their selves too much. Eventually 
we ran out of flyers and those that had been 
going the full time tired, so it was winding down 
and retrieving roughly the same number we 
started out with and it was lovely to hear the 
thanks that were coming from the children and 
parents. Indeed, later in the car park we heard 
one of the participants telling his friend what a 
fantastic day they’d had and how he wished 
there had been traders there so he could have 
bought his daughters two decent kites.  
 
By now there was a dire need for some food, 
drink and a visit to the facilities so we sloped off 
for a while, having arranged to collect more 
kites from the car and be on call for the 
‘menagerie at 4.00. Nearly our undoing as the 
sky was already filling with animal themed kites 
before we were back. The chosen weapon this 
time was a Stretch Tucker ‘lion’ parafoil and 
luckily it had been packed parachute style so 
was ready for instant action. You do not want to 
mess around with a parafoil in that wind so it 
was straight up and hang on until everything 
settled down and I could have a look around.  

Roger Stevens was having a serious fight fur-
ther down the field while the ‘zoo’ was being 
hoisted. The Giraffe was wonderful even if the 
long legs proved something of a problem as 
they insisted on wrapping round each other. At 
one stage, Gill and Giraffe were as one as she 
tried to help untangle the gangling limbs. There 
were several of the Chinese animal inflatables in 
the air, the ubiquitous Trilobyte, Pothecary 

style, not Lynn and a frog that inflated through 
its behind so was flying backwards. Rupert Bear 
by Rolf Zimmerman was another reminder of 
days long gone by and a very early TV call at 
Weymouth and a very rare kite indeed, a 
George Peters octopus from Jackie’s bag. As the 
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old proverb goes, what goes up must come 
down and ‘el Leone’ proved remarkably reluc-
tant until bodily hauled down. TC remarked that 
his similar foil would have been all over the sky 
in those winds, yet the Lion was perfectly sta-
ble. I put it down to the modified ‘slip bridle’ 
system that Stretch used on his later versions. 
Very much like an Edo as only the front set of 
bridles are tight, the rest are balancing the kite, 
ingenious? 
 
Well ahead of schedule, it was possible to enjoy 
an extended session, although we were witness 
to what could have been very nasty incident, 
and not for the first time at Portsmouth. The 
loudspeakers were all mounted on tripods that 
were not particularly stable. A pilot swooped 
down right from the far arena, caught the 
speaker and toppled it into a family group with 
small children, narrowly missing one in a push-
chair. Flyers and public rushed over but luckily, 
they were shocked but not hurt in any way.  
 
It had given the cables a tweak so that George 
was rendered silent for a while until it was sort-
ed out for Simon Hennessey’s introduction to 
the Spirit and Angel fly. Some of the Spirits flew 
well and others lived up to their names and 
were a bit wayward, but again it was an extend-
ed time slot, giving everyone a chance to get 
the tangles undone and have another go.   
 
Any festival, especially one such as Portsmouth 
with the large numbers of public present, does 
rely on a real level of commitment from flyers 
to fill the sky and support the arena displays. 
All the sports kite flyers had multiple sessions 
and many of the invited guests were either fill-
ing the sky in the far arena or in and out of the 
main arena, coping with the conditions remark-
ably well and putting up kites that you might 
not expect to see in those winds. The two and 

four line flyers were not done yet as they were 
tasked with bringing the official programme to 
an end and closing the festival. Unfortunate to 
lose the Saturday but lucky to have such a suc-
cessful day on the Sunday and we owe a big 
debt of thanks to Gill and Jon and the Council 
for not abandoning it completely. Just glad we 
don’t sail catamarans, having seen the carnage 
just over the water at Cowes. 

 
All in all, not a bad weekend as it transpired, 
well, that was until the phone rang almost the 
instant we arrived home to give us the sad 
news about Andy King.  
 
For so long an integral part of the commentary 
team at this and other festivals as well as being 
in the forefront of the introduction of sports kite 
flying in this country. It was also on one of our 
regular visits to the Kite Store many years ago 
that as well as emptying our wallets Andy intro-
duced us to the Kite Society. We spent many 
happy, often slightly intoxicated, but always 
fascinating evenings with Andy, George and TC 
as they reminisced about festivals, personalities 
and events gone by. Another sad loss and our 
sympathies go out to Alex having lost both his 
parents in such a short space of time.  
 
 
 
 

Lara Munstermann, Herman and Ina Platttje 

More kites from Jürgen Jansen and Hans Schneider  
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Portsmouth 2019—More Photos, by Gill Bloom 
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  April   

11-19 Berck International Kite Festival, Berck-sur-
Mer, France 

  

24 – May 3rd 40th Cervia International Kite Festival, Via 
Arenile Demaniale, 48015 Cervia RA, Italia 

www.festivalinternazionaleaquilone
.com 

  July 2020   

4-5 Barmouth Kite Festival, on the beach oppo-
site the Lifeboat Station, Barmouth, Mid 
Wales 

kitesbarmouth@gmail.com 

11-12 Leominster and Hereford Kite Festival, The 
National Trust's Berrington Hall, Leominster, 
Herefordshire HR6 0DW 

www.kitefestival.org.uk 

11-12 Rossendale Kite Festival, in association with 
Northern Kite Group, Haslingden Sports Cen-
tre, Haslingden, Lancashire BB4 4DN 

www.nkg.org.uk 

25-26 Tewkesbury Kite Festival, The School House, 
Ashchurch Rd, Tewkesbury GL20 8DF 

www.tewkesburykitefestival.co.uk 

  August 2020   

1-2 Sunderland Kite Festival, Herrington Country 
Park, Houghton-Le-Spring, Tyne and Wear 
DH4 7EL 

www.sunderlandkitefestival.co.uk 

8-9 Portsmouth International Kite Festival, 
Southsea Common, Portsmouth 

www.portsmouthkitefestival.org.uk 

29-31 6th Bognor Regis Kite Festival, King George 
V Playing Fields, Felpham, Bognor Regis, 
West Sussex PO22 8QS 

www.brkf.org/kite-festival.html 
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